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FTER fo many excel- 
lent commentaries and 
trcatifes upon the Holy 
I Scriptures, it may feem. 
needlefs to publifli any. 
thing further upon this argument, 
fince it may be prefum'd that nothing 
hath cfcap'd the fearch of fo many 
learned and inquifitive pcrfons, or 
can be pertinently added upon fo 
common a fubjcd. 

A a I might 
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I might, by way of apology for 
the following treatife, truly affirm 
that fome particulars are handled in 
it, which have 4iot been much infi- 
fted on by other writers : Some of 
the difficulties herein confider'd hav- 
ing been ftarted, or at leaft reviv'd, 
but of late years. But I rather 
chufe to lay, that I can*t think dif- 
courfes of this kind to be imperti- 
nent, as long as fo many men of 
corrupt minds let loofe both their 
tongues and pens agairift the holy 
Writings. Thefe all Chriftians look 
upon as the oracles of God, and 
the facred Depojitutn of divine trath : 
And whoever retains a due reve- 
rence for them, and makes them his 
ftudy and meditation, will continue 
grounded and fettled in the faitb^ and 
not be movd from the hope of the 
Gojpel by the little cavil? and excep- 
tions of Sceptics and Infidels^ which 
we may be bold to lay proceed from 
their not knowing the Scriptures, 
and icorning to uie the means 

whereby 
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whereby they might be better in- 
formed. 

The Jeaf of tbejcorners is now-a-' 
days look'd upon as the only in^ 
fallible chair ^ and that temper 
which Solomon {a) fo frequendy 
brands with the worft of characters, 
as the moft incapable of inftruftion, 
the moft pernicious to him that hath 
k^ and the moft dangerous to the 
public, is thought by many amongft 
us to be the liireft indication of wit 
and parts. But whether fucb perjbns 
wilt hear J or whether they will forbear ^ 
'tis certainly the duty of thofe who 
arc appointed to be watchmen over 
the houfe of liirael to warn men to 
take beedy leji there be in any of them 
an evil heart of unbelief in departing 
from the living God^ and defpifinj 
his holy word, by which they mui 
cxpedl to be judg'd at the laft day. 
It becomes thofe who are fet for the 

(a) Prov. iii. 34. xiii. i. xiv. 6, 
xxix. S. 
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defence and cmfirmatim of the Gof^ 
pel J ^ to ftand in the breach, and 
endeavour in their Several ftations 
to give a check to the voerfimnngs of 
ungodlinefsy which threaten to brea£: 
down ail our banks, and whofe prin- 
ciples, if they are purfu'd to their juft 
confequences, cancel the authority 
of all laws both divine and human, 
and fet men looie frcnn the obligati- 
ons of them : Liceutiouiheis in opi^ 
nion always making way for licen- 
tioufhefs in pradice, which is the true 
reafbn why it finds io many abet« 
tors amongft us at this day. Upon 
which account 'tis the eameft wifh 
and prayer of many good men, 
that God would put it into the 
heart of thofe who are in autbo- 
rity, to take care that the Toleratian 
be confind within the bounds which the 
law hath prefcrib'd to it 5 for *tis 
great pity tmt liberty of conjcience 
mould become a fhdter for men of 
no conjcience^ to vent inch dodxines 
as are not only deftru^ve of all re- 

vcal'd 
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VeaI'd leligion, but even of civil £>- 
ciety itfelf. 

It were well if the teachers of the 
fiparate congregations (I mean as 
many of them as have any regard 
for a mle of &ith or difcipUne) 
would fhew their zeal upon this oo 
cafion^ in Handing up for the main^ 
tenance of thofe common truths^ 
which all t^t deierve the name of 
Chriitians, agree in. It would be 
great weaknefs in them to take the 
author of the rights of the Chrifiian 
Churchy and men of his ftamp £ox 
their friends, becauie they difcover 
a particular Spight and Hatred to the 
EftabU/hd Church : thaf indeed is the 
principal Obje<a of Envy, (and we 
hope it always will be ib to Men of 
ill Defigns) and they are encouraged 
in their Att^npts againft it, becauie 
they hope to find their own account 
in the unietding of their founda<- 
tions : But he muft be blind that 
does not fee, that the £ime argu- 
ments which are leveird againfl: the 

A 4 prefent 
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prefent eflablifliment, ipay be UGly 
apply'd to other conftitutions, fome 
oi which extend ' their claim to a 
jus divinum farther than the Ckurcb 
of England does. 

The fcveral parties that divide us^ 
feem to agree in nothing fo much as 
in exprefling a great vehemence 
dgainft Popery : Therefore it will 
not be amifs briefly to confider 
what advantages . this licentioufoefs in 
opinion, fo much in vogue, affords 
to that very caufe, which it de- 
claims againft with fo much fierce- 
nefs. 

Firft of all, nothing gives fo plau- 
fible a colour to the Popijh boafts of 
unity and infallibility y as to fee men 
that pretend fo much zeal againft 
it, fall off from the common prin- 
ciples of Chriftianity, and difcard 
all certainty in matters of religion. 

In the next place, fuperjlition and 
profanenefs are not fo far afunder as 
fome may imagine : One extreme 

dath 
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dodi ufiially produce another ; and^ 
when men have for, feme time be- 
wildered themfelves in the maze of 
jcepticijm and infidelity y and can find 
nothing whereon to fix, they will be 
ready to hearken to the Popijh pleas' 
for the infalHBility of the Churchy or 
to any thing elfc that may put. a 
ftop to their endlefs wanderings, and 
giWG reft to their weary fouls. 

Add to this, in the third place, 
that hearty zeal for religion, tho' it 
proceed upon falfe principles, will ia 
the end get the better of a bike-ivarm 
and indifferent temper, which not 
only makes people fuipedt that the 
caufc which is ib • coldly maintained 
wants truth to fupport it, but like- 
wife that the abettors of it do not 
believe themfelves. 

To recover the fpirit of piety, 
which is fo vifibly decay'd, and al- 
moft extinguifh'd amongft us, I 
can't but earneftly recommend to all 
that are fincere lovers of truth, the 
carefiil reading of the holy Scrip- 
tures, 
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turcs, which will afford to all that 
fcrioufly perufe them, fo many in- 
ternal arguments of their divine au- 
thority, as cannot be withftood by 
an ingenuom mind, viz. iiich as are 
taken from their general fcope and 
defign, and the harmony of the 
fcveral parts compar'd with each 
6ther ; which proofs have this pecu- 
liar advantage, that they may be 
difcem'd by an ordinary judgment 
without the help of human learnings 
Tis the principal defign of the fol- 
lowing papers, to confider the fort« 
of thofe arguments which arife from 
the very frame and contexture of the 
holy Writings. And I heartily pray 
to God, tmt the feveral treatlfes, 
which have of late been viTitten upon 
this and fiich likefubjefts, the pub- 
lifliing whereof is lb necelfery in this 
-"■". may, by his bleffing, become in 
kC m^ure ufefiil for the con- 
;ing gainiayers, and confirming 
l-diipos'd perfons in their holy 
h. 
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%VK Divines have taken a 

K great deal of p^uns, both 

g by preaching and writing, 

% to convince men of the 

obligations lying upon them 

to read and Audy the Holy Scriptures ; 

and are as induftrious to lay before 

B their 
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their people the great advantages they 
would receive by reading and me- 
ditating upon God's word, as the R(h 
manijis have been ibllicitous to deter 
their Difciples from this employ- 
ment, by re{wefenting to them the 
dangers they are likely to incur there- 
by. A great prefumption, that the 
former are well afliifd that their doc- 
trines will bear the teft of the Scrip- 
tures 5 and the latter are confcious to 
themfelves, that their tenets will not 
abide fo fevere a trial. 

Thus far the argument in general 
has been fuiSiciently handled > but 
there is another particular relating to 
this fobjcft, that- fecmts not to have 
been much confider'd, and that is, 
Itbe giving ruks fir the more profitable 
reading of the Scriptures y and injiruc- 
tingperfonSy of ordinary underjlandings^ 
ivhat parts of Scripture are fttefi fir 
them to ready and bejl fuited to their 
capacities. This I take to be a con- 
lideration of great ufe and impor- 
tiancc; the handling of which di- 
Hinftly, would of itfelf contain a full 
" ' anfwer 



tbeHoLY Scriptures. j 

anfwer to all thofc popular objections 
which the Pcpijh writers have made 
againft the pfomiicuous reading of 
the Biik : As if we gave authority 
thereby to the meaneft and moft ig- 
norant people, to judge of the fenfe of 
the abftruieft and moft difficult parts of 
God's word ; and that this private in- 
terpretation of Scripture was the laft 
rcfort in all difputcs, from which 
there lay no appeal either to the an- 
cient famers and councils, or to the 
authority of the prefent guides and 
governours of the Church. From 
whence they infer, that whatever 
Hereiies or Schifms arife among us, 
from mens raih and onwarrantable 
interpretations of Scripture, we ought 
to b^ all the blame, and may thank 
our felves if weak or ill-defignine 
men turn thofe weapons againft 
U8, which we at firft put into their 
hands. 

But there would be no ground 
for thefe clamours, if the people were 
made fenfible, that all parts of Scrip- 
&}re are not equally fitted for the ca- 

B z pacities 
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pacities of all men j that as feme con- 
tain milk for babes in Cbrijiy fo others 
afford Jirong meaty which is proper 
only for thofe of a full and mature 
age 5 i. e, fuch as are arriv'd at a 
competent degree of knowledge in 
the myftcries of the Gofpel ; and 
that to underftand jhe Scriptures 
throughly, fo as to^able by found 
doSlrine to eftablifli the tmth, and 
to convince gainfayers^ is a work that 
requires as good parts^ and as great 
induftry, as any ftudy whatfoever. 
And therefore as the Clergy ought 
particularly to dedicate themielves to 
this employment, and bend all their 
Hudies chiefly this way, that their lips 
may preferve the knowledge of thofe 
facred oracles ; fo 'tis the duty of the 
people tofeek the law at their mouths : 
l^ot indeed to have iiich an implicit 
faith in what they fey, that if they 
call evil good, and good evil, they 
fhould be boimd-to believe them; but 
that perfons of ordinary capacities, 
and fiich^ have not made the ftudy of 
the Scriptures their Buiinefs^ fhould 

have 
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have the fame deference for the judg- 
ment of their teachers in difficulties 
relating to points of religion, as thofe 
that never ftudied Law or Phyfic, have 
for the judgment of Lav^ers or Phy fi- 
cians in matters relating to their ieveral 
{ttofeffions. * * Our Church is very un- 
juftly reproached by the Papifts. to 
ufe the words of a karned writer {a\ 
** as if it left every one at liberty to 
" interpret Scripture as they pleas'd ; 
" for we embrace the antient Creeds as 
" the fiimmary comprehenfion of the 
" articles of our faith ; and we think 
** no man ought to follow his fancy, 
" in rejedling any dodrines which 
" have been univerially receiv'd in the 
" in the Chriftian Church from the 
*' times of the Apoftles : And in diffi- 
" cult cafes we require all men to call 
in the affiftance of their fjpiritual 
guides and governors, whom God 
" has appointed for the better in- 
" ftra<aing and governing private per- 
" fons." 

(a) Anjwiru the rofal papers* 

B 3 This 
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This I take to be the true ftatc of 
the cafe, concerning the peoples right 
to read and expound the Scriptures : 
And it has this fair prefumption on it's 
fide, that 'tis equally pkc'd between 
two extreams, viz. that of locking 
up the Scriptures, and taking the key 
of knowledge out of the peoples hands ; 
and the other of making every igno- 
rant mechanic a judge of the fenfe and 
meaning of the moft abftrufe parts of 
God's word. Both which opinions 
feem to render the paftond office . ufe-* 
lefs and infignificant : For there is no 
ufe of teachers where no body is 
obliged to learn (and there is little en- 
couragement for knowledge in that 
church, which makes an implicit faith 
in her belief fufficient to mlvation) : 
And where every body fcts up for that 
employment, what need is there of 
a particular order of men fet apart for 
that purpofe ? 

• But left, any of the learned Laity 
fliould fulpc(St that I intend to confine 
the knowledge of the Scriptures to the 
Clergy, I fhall not fcruple to declare, 

that 
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that I heartily join in that generous 
wiih of Mofis {a), wouU God all the 
larii people ivere Prophets : And 
where any of them by the advantage 
of a learned education, and propor- 
tionable induftry hath arrived to a 
good degree of critical fktU in the 
Scriptures, I fhall have as great re- 
gard to his judgment in thofe mat- 
ters, as to any church-man's wbatib- 
cver, neither of them being to be 
Fcly'd upon any fiirtber than they can 
{hew that they have reaibn, the ana- 
logy of &ith. and the phrafeology of 
Saipture on their fide. 

{«) NumK xi. 39. 
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CHAP. I. 

r 

Tiaf the Jeveral parts of Scripture 
were accommodated to mem u/e^ 
With a regard to their feveral capa-- 
cities ; which appears by the different 
fubjeSis therein treated of and the 
different ftyks wherein the feveral 
parts of Scripture were written. 

THOSE that plcafe themfelves in 
raifing cavils againft the Holy 
Scriptures, do it chiefly upon this 
ground j That every one would have 
them writ juft in that ftyle and me- 
thod, which is moft iiiitable to his 
own genius. Men that are us'd to 
range their thoughts in exadt method 
and order, expedt the Bible fhould be 
writ like a regular fyflem of philofo- 
phy, and are offended with the fun- 
dry repetitions they meet with there, 
and the want of exadt order and co- 
herence. They that don't care to be 

at 



theHoisY Scriptures. 9 

at any pains or trouble in fearching 
the Scriptures, would have all divine 
truths kid down there in fuch plain 
terms, that he that runs may read 
them. The men of politenelS and 
elegancy decry the holy books for 
want of a fine thread of fubtle 
reafoning, recommended with ths 
ornaments of wit and eloquence: 
So the Greeks fought after wifdom in 
the preaching and writings of the 
Apoftles. 

Thus every fceptic experts that 
God's ipirit fliould comply with his 
fancy and humour: But the divine 
wiidom, inftead of gratifying each 
particular perfon in his unreafonable 
demands, has rather coniiilted the ge- 
neral profit and advantage of all to- 
gether, and in the fevcral parts of 
holy Writ has become all things to all 
men. The holy Spirit has conde- 
icended to the weaker and more igno- 
rant part of mankind, in that plain 
and unajfFeded ftyle wherewith all 
neceflary troths are delivered, and 
often inculcated in fevcral parts of 

B 5 Scrip. 
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Scripture, particulaiiy in the Gojpelsy 
the greateft part of the Epiftles^ and 
the praSiical books of the old ^ejia^ 
ment. The parables of our Saviour, 
the typical reprefentations of the Jew^ 
ijh ceconomy^ and the tnyjiical fenfe 
of the prophetical writings, will find 
employment fufficient, both to hum- 
ble the thoughts and exercife the ta- 
lents of the moft fubtle and inquifitive 
men. Laftly^ That lofty and ma- 
jeftic eloquence, which is io confpi- 
cuous in feveral parts of holy Writ, 
particularly in the writings of the 
Prophets, is able to recommend itfelf 
to the greateft mailers of eloquence, 
and withal very proper to inipire the 
minds of attentive readers with noble 
ideas of the divine wiidom and provi- 
dence, fiiitable to the greatnefs of 
thofe fublime truths which are there 
difcovered to us. 

If the whole body of the Scrip- 
tures had been written with that ac- 
curacy of phrafe and method, which 
chiefly recommends human writings 
to the perufal of the curious, it would 

not 
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not have anfwer'd one great intent 
and defign of it, which was to give 
ivifdom to the fimpU and unlearned. 
If there had been nothing of ab- 
ftrufenefe in the things there treated of, 
or in the manner of exprefling them, 
it would hardly have' detained the 
thoughts of the curious, or rewarded 
the induftry of the diligent. But God 
has {o wifely tempered thofc different 
qualities together, that he who has 
niuch underftanding will find em* 
ployment for his bcft thoughts in 
Searching out the deep things of GocTs 
word; and he that has but little, 
may learn enough from thence to make 
him wife unto felvation. 

The feveral parts of Scripture being 
thus adapted to mens feveral capaci-* 
ties, it plainly follows from hence, that 
he who would read the Scriptures with 
profit, mufl begin with the plainefl 
books firfl, and make them the chief 
fiibjedt of his reading and meditation, 
and not meddle with the obfcure and 
difficult parts of holy Writ, 'till he 
is very well vers*d in the former. 

B 6 This 
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This is the natural method and or- 
der to be ufed in all forts of learn- 
ing, to begin with the plainefl things 
firft ; • and therefore they that are ««- 
Jkilful in the "word of rigbteoufnefsy and 
have need of milky and not ofjlrong 
meaty ihould not be too forward to 
bufy their heads with the more ab- 
ftrufe parts of God's word, but fhouTd 
content themielves with ftudying the 
plaineft bool^s firft, *till they become 
perfeift mafters of thofc writings, 
which as they are eafieft to be un* 
derftood, fo they afford the greateft 
matter of edification to all attentive 
readers. Such are, as I obferv'd be- 
forC) the greateft part of the new Te- 
Jiamenty and PfalmSy and pra<^cal 
books of the old. And yet we find 
it a common fault, and that which 
the weakcft and mftft injudicious peo- 
ple are ufiially moft guilty of, viz. 
that they negled: the reading thofe 
books of Holy Scripture which 
deliver with great plainncis and 
pcrlpicuity, all things neceflary for a 
Chriftian to know and pradifc, and 

perplex 
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perplex themfelves with the more 
abftnife parts of the Biile, of fuch 
as are the prophecies of Dame/, 
Ezekiel^ and the Revelation^ which 
can afford but finall edification to un- 
learned and ignorant readers, but, by 
being mifiinderflood, or miiappliea, 
may lead them into great and danger* 
ous miflakes. Accordingly experience 
has given us many examples of un- 
learned and un&ttled heads, who by 
this means have loft not only the true 
ienie of religion, but even their com- 
naon fcnfe and judgment as to other 
matters, have fancied thcmiclves de- 
fign'd by G®d to be his inftruments in 
fulfilling of prophecies, and thought 
themfelves difpenfed with from ot>- 
ierving the ordinary duties of fearing 
God and keeping his commandments, 
becaufe they were made choice of to 
ierve him in the extraordinary way 
of overturning kingdoms and un- 
fcttling governments. 
: I doubt not but wife and fober men 
may make a very good ufe of the 
more ablhufe parts of God's word, 

as 
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as I ihall further (hew in the iequel of 
this diicourie. God gives feme men 
a peculiar infight into deep and my- 
ilerious truths, and fumi£hes them 
with particular talents for that pur- 
pofe : He opens the eyes of their un- 
derilanding, that tbey may fee the won^ 
drous things of bis wordy as a reward 
of their bborious fearch and pious^ 
thirft after divine knowledge : As he 
did not think fit to {a) hide from 
Abraham the thing he was about to 
do. So that to iay, as fbme have 
done, that the reading of the Kevela^ 
tion either finds men mad^ or makes 
them fiy is, in the firft place, a very 
ra(h and bold cenfiire of a book, 
which all Chriftians acknowledge to 
have been writ by divine inipiration \ 
and then a very odd comment upon 
the very frontifpicce and introdu&ion 
to it, which fays, {b) Blejfed is he 
that readethy and they that hear the 
words of this Prophecy. But what I 
infiil upon at preient. Is this, that 

(a) Gen. zviii. 17. {fi) Rcr. 2. 3. 

when 
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when perfons of weak and unfeCtled 
minds pafs over the plain books of 
Scripture, and will be too prying into 
the obfcure parts of it, it looks like 
the prefumption of Uzzab, and the 
men of Betbjbemejhy (a) who ap* 
proached the ark witn too much 
euriofitv ; and 'tis commonly attend^* 
ed with as bad a coniequence i it 
makes a breach both into their under* 
ftandings and their morals. St Paul 
indeed iays, {b) that all Scripture is 
profitable ; but he does not iay 'tis {o 
to all men, but particularly to tie 
man of God^ to the teachers of the 
Church, as the context plainly re- 
ftrains the words. The primitive 
Church cannot be accused of encour- 
aging ignorance in the people, and 
and yet Origen (c) informs us, that 
there was a diftindtion made then be- 

(a) I Sam vi. 19. z Sam. vi. 7. (h) 2 Tim. iii. 
16, 17. 
{c) L. 7. r. Cclf. p. 356. OvK iv irAMX^f^it'oa'i 

hi riii^A 7? 06?, &c« Rom. i. 20. 

tween 
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tween thofe books of Scripture which 
ky open to every body's ufe, and 
foch as were read only by perfons of 
better underilandings : A diftindtion, 
which if it had been obfcrv'd in 
thefe latter ages, would have not a 
little contributed to the peace of the 
Church. 

I am fenfible fbme may think it 
too rigorous an injunAion, abiblutely 
to forbid ordinary peribns the reading 
the {nore abflrufe parts of the Bible^ 
and 'tis likely that ieveral will not 
ftick to call it a Papijb doSrine, 
and defign'd for the introducing im- 
plicit faith, and blind obedience. 
Therefore to prevent iiich a mifcon- 
ftrudtion, I (hall, in the purfuit of 
this argument, not only give diredi- 
ons' for the profitable reading of the 
plainer parts of the Holy Scriptures, 
but likewife confider what ufe per- 
fons of common capacities may, and 
ought to make of the obfcurer books 
of the Bible. The handling which 
iubjed; will have this benefit in it, 
that it may prevent mens making an 

iU 
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ill ufe of thofe facred writings, and 
thereby raifing an evil report againft 

them. 
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Two prejudices which hinder many from 
the careful reading and Jiudy (f 
the Scriptures. The firfi of them^ 
relating to the flyle and method of 
thofe holy writings^ conjfider'd. 

NOT only the enemies of our 
holy religion have raised fe- 
veral objeiaions againft the ftyle of 
the Scriptures^ but fome well-^if* 
pos'd perfons have negledied to read 
them, becaufb they thought they 
could be better edined and inftruc- 
ted by the pra£tical writings of pri- 
vate divines, where they find their 
duty laid down in an cafier method, 
apd with greater plainnefs and perfpi* 
cuity of expreffion. 

Before 
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Before I give a particular an* 
fwer to this difficulty, I (hall pre- 
mife in general, that fuppofing 
the utmoft of this objection were 
true, yet we ought to come to God 
with the fcme fimplicity of mind, 
and refignation of judgment, that 
every learner brings with him, when 
he comes to his mailer ; and 'tis fit 
we ihould pay* that deference to his 
wifdom, as entirely to fubmit to 
what method of inibudion he thinks 
moft proper for us. And we may 
reafonably believe, that God will par- 
ticularly blefs the endeavours of thoic 
that tnus come to him in his own 
way, and acquieice in thoie means 
of infhtidion which be himfblf has 
ordain'd: Befides^ there is a majefty 
and authority in the word of God, 
which is not to be found in human 
writings; and when we hear God 
fpeak unto us, jfome times by his 
Prophets, fometimes by his Apoftles, 
ibmetimes by his Son, and fometimos 
by himfelf, this muft needs a&d: us 
with extraprdinary reverence \ and we 

can't 
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can't chuie but give the &me earnefl 
heed to the things thus fpoken to us, 
as we would to a voice that came from 
heaven. 

H|ving premiied thus much in ge*- 
neral; I proceed to give a mor^ parti- 
aiJar anfwer to the objedion, and 
fhall endeavour to vindicate the ftyle 
and method of writing us*d by the 
facred pen-men, by fliewing, that it 
affords ieveral arguments to prove the 
truth and certainty of the things con- 
tained in the Scriptures ; as will ap- 
pear from thefe four confiderations, 

\. As to the bijhrical hooks of 
Scrifturey the principal matters ar^e 
there recorded nvith Juch circumjiancesj 
that tbep mutually confirm anaJUpport 
each other » 

2. If '!we take a general view of 
the whole body of Scripture ^ we find 
one and the fame defign carrfd on by 
feveral writers^ who could not be fop-^ 
)oid to combine together ^ fnce the 
greateji part of them liv'd at a confider^ 
able aijiance of time from each other. 

3- ^^ 
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3. fTe find the myfiery of our r^- 
demption^ the principal JubjeEt of the 
Holy Scriptures^ open'd ^ there by de-- 
grees^ according to the capacities and 
exigences of fever al ages. % 

4. ^at plain and' inartificial htan^ 
ner of writing which the holy pen-- 
men ufe^ affords weighty arguments to 
frove their truth anafincerity. 

t. As to the hiftorical tJooks of 
Scripture, the principal matters are 
there recorded with fuch circumftan- 
ces, that they do mutually confirm 
and fupport each other. To make 
this out by inflancing in a few parti- 
culars. The hiftory oi Abraham and 
his pofterity, the preferring Ifaac be- 
fore IJhmael^^ and Jacob before Efau^ 
their fojourning in Egypt^ and deli- 
verance fi-om thence, meir fettling in- 
the land of Canaan^ and the account 
which we have of their feveral 
idolatries and captivities afterwards. 
Thefe paiTages of the facred ftor)r 
contain in them a iignal accomplifh- 
ment of the promiies made to Abra- 
ham 
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ham of the prophecies uttered by 
Jacob upon his death-bed, and the 
predidions of Mofes before he left 
the world. We are further to confider, 
that thefe hiftorical accounts are tnixt 
and interwoven with fcvernl particu- 
lars relating to the afiairs of the neigh- 
bouring nations, 'oiz. th^ tjhmaelites^ 
Egyptians^ Edomites^ &c. which we 
can't fiifoedt that the facred writers 
would forge ; for that would have 
hctn to expofe themfelves to the 
fcorn and reproach of their profeis'd 
enemies. 

The fame writings do likewiie in- 
form us, that the iettlement of the 
Jews in the land of Canaan^ their 
form of government, their cufbms 
and manner of life, were nothing 
elfe but the putting the laws of 
Mofes in execution ; many of which 
being burthenfome and chargeable, 
we can't fuppofe a whole nation would 
have voluntarily fiibmitted to them, 
without pregnant proofs of their di- 
vine authority. 

In 
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In like manner, if we view the 
hiftory of the Gofpcls, we may ob- 
ferve that it contains feveral prcdi<fti- 
ons, concerning the deftmd:ion of 
Jerujalemj the rejcdling of the Jews^ 
the calling of the Gentiles ^ the Ipeedy 
propagation of the chriftian religion ^ 
all which, and feveral other prophe- 
cies there recorded, are interwoven 
with the thread of the Goipcl hiitory, 
and delivcr'd with fuch circumftances 
as plainly fhew thofe hiftories to be 
writ feveral years before the events fb 
foretold did come to pafs. 

Thefe cohfiderations afibrd a fiill 
aniwer to thofe that find fault with the 
Scripture as confufed and immethodi- 
cal : To whom it is • a fiifficient re- 
ply to fey, that the hiftorical, pro- 
phetical, and dodlrinal parts of thfe 
Bible are fo mixt and interwoven to^ 
gethcr, becaufe they mutually add 
ftrength to each other : The hiftories 
{hew the completion of the prophecies ; 
die prophecies confimi the trath of the 
hiftories ; and both of them prove the 
divine authority of the dodtrine. 

z. the 
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2. ^be harmony and agreement be- 
Pween the je^eral ncriters of the old 
and -new Teftamcnt, tho' the greatefi 
part of them livd at a cof^derable 
difiance from each other ^ is a con^- 
vtncing proof of their truth and fn- 
verity. 

Some that take upon them ^o pre- 
fcribc to God Almighty, how he 
(hould reveal his will to the world, 
would have all the prophecies concern- 
ing our Saviour's birth, life, fofferings, 
and exaltation, compriz'd under one 
cdledion ; and have all iaving 
trath reduced into one fyftem. But 
thofe correftors of the Bibk don't 
confider, that by this means we fhould 
lofe one very confideraUe argument, 
for the truth and divine authority of 
the Scriptures, which is taken from 
the harmony and agreement <^ the 
infoir^d writers, tho' they Hv'd in diftant 
ages, and wrk upon dififerent occafi- 
ons. , The writings of the old and new 

"Teftamcnt^ like two faitlifol witncffes, 

verifie 
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verifie and confirm each other's teftimo- 
ny : What the old T*eftament promifes, 
the new performs : What the one fore- 
tells, the other reprefcnts the accom- 
pliflimentof. Several books of the Scrip- 
ture Canon were writ at a great diftance 
of time from each other, and con- 
fequently by perfons that could hold 
no correfpondencc together, fome of 
them living near two thou&nd years 
afundSr. This proves that it was im- 
poffible they could confpire to put a 
cheat upon the world ; and from thence 
it follows, that the religion contained 
in the old and new Hefiament^ could not 
be a piece of human contrivance, 
£nce the feveral authors of thoie 
books could never combine together 
in carrying on iiich a defign. 

The Apoftlcs were fo well iatisfy'd, 
that what they taught was agreeable 
to the dodxine of the old T^eflament^ 
that they ftill appeal to thoie writings 
upon all occafions 3 and tho' they te- 
ftify'd nothing but what they had 
feen and heard^ yet they thought it 
added great weight to their tefti«* 

mony, 
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mony, that they {a) faid no other 
things than nxhat Mofcs and the Pro* 
pbets did fay jhould come. The mira- 
culous gifts they were cndow'd with, 
were an undeniable proof of their 
divine commiffion : But yet %t Peter 
calls the prcdidions contained in the 
old Tejlamenty {b) A more Jure nvord of 
prophecy j as if it were in fome re- 
fpedls a more convincing jM*oof of the 
tmth of Chriftianity, than miracles 
themfelves.. Both the miracles, and 
the perfons who wrought them, were 
neceflarily confined to one particular 
time and place; whereas the fundry 
prophecies concerning the Mejias and 
his kingdom, which are fcatter'd up 
and down throughout the old • ^ejia^ 
ment^ are the united iiif&age of fe- 
veral ages of the world, and contain 
the concurring teftimony of men^ 
who could never join in carrying on 
one common intereft or deiign, and 
agiieed in nothing but in uttering 
thofe divine truths, which they all 

(«} Aat zzvL 22. (i) 2 Pet L 19. 

C, received 
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fecciv'd from one and the fiune 
4^rit. This confideration leads me 
to the 

3. Particular, wherdui the wif- 
dom of God appt^ars in the manner 
of his inditing the Holy Scriptures, 
viz. In the different Jieps and de^ 
grees whereby the my fiery of our re^ 
demptkn is w^idded by the facred 
writers. 

This indeed is but a continuance 
of the fbrraer ai^gameitt, and a fiiller 
diicovery of |he Jbarmony and agree- 
ment dt the ievertJ writers of the 
eld Tefiament : In that they all pur- 
£ie one and the &me great dengn, 
which is to foretel and deicribe the 
coming of the Mejfias^ the founda- 
tion of aU divine revelation, and 
preierve in mens minds an earaeil 
expedatbn of his appearance. 

And here I fliall briefly confider, 
tlie dxfl^ent fteps whereby this great; 
tmth was difcover'd to the Patriarchs 
before the kw^ to Mofes In. the ordi^ 

nances 



nances of the law, and to the Pro* 
phets ^terwards. 

Immediatdi^ upon the faU of our 
firfi parents, God, who in the mid/l 
tf judgment remembers mercy ^ com- 
forted than under their defpond- 
ing appreheniions, by giving them 
the promiie of the feed (f tbe wonum^ 
iMcb Jhauld break the ferpenfs head^ 
by wliom they had been betray'd into 
iui and ixdfery. 

To Abraham God afterward more 
faliy revcal'd, that ikt pr^mifed feeJ^ 
or MeJJiaSy fhoold aiife out of his 
fiunily, {a) In thy feed Jhall all tbe 
nations rf fbe earth be Uefed. To 
Jacob it was fhew'd, that he (hould 
fpring from the tribe of Judaby and 
come into the world before the Scep^ 
ter Jhmdd depart from that tribe. 

Under MofSy the deliveranoe of the 
Jfi'aehtes from the Egyptian bondage^ 
atid all the rites and i&crifices or* 
dain'd by his miniftry^ had a particu* 
lar relation to that deliverance whiclr 

(a) Gen* zxii. i8. 

C ^ the 
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the Meffias fhould obtain for us from 
fin and death, and were fb many 
Jigures of him that was to come. 

The Prophets that fucxeeded, plac'd 
this truth ftill in a clearer light, by 
the many illuflrious predi£tions which 
they gave concerning Chrifl's birth, 
family, foiFerings, reliirredtion, af^ 
cenfion, and kingdom. And by theii* 
pointing out the feveral circumftances 
relating to the times of the MeJftaSy 
and withal exhorting men not to refl 
in the bare letter of the law, but to 
fulfil the righteoufnefe chiefly inten- 
ded by it, they prepar'd mens minds 
to expe(3: a new and better flate of 
things, a new covenant, eJlabJiflfd 
upon better promifes. 

And when the Prophets had thus 
prepar'd the way for the reception of 
the MeJiaSy the gift of prophecy in a 
great meafure ceas'd {a\ neither was 
there any public fucceflion of Pro- 
phets for the ipace of four hundred 

{a) Sen Mace. ir. 46. iz. 27. ziv. 41. £cclu9» 
lazvi. 15. 

years 
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years together, before the coming of 
Chrift, on purpofe to raife in mens 
minds a^more eameft expectation of 
thofe happy days, wherein God had 
promised to pour out, hisjpirit upon all 
fefby and to afford the world greater 
meafiires of grace and knowledge^ 
than ever it enjoy 'd before. 

Having thus taken a brief view of 
the different fteps by which God 
voachfafed to make known this fun- 
damental truth l^ the holy writers, 
we may leave it to any confidering 
man to determine, which of the two 
ways is moil ferviceable to the main 
end and defign of prophecy, which 
was to prepare the way of the 
Mejfias \ either for God fimnimarily to 
have fore-fhewn all the particulars re- 
lating to the times of the Meffias in one 
fingle prophecy, which is fome mens 
unreafonable demand, or elfe to have 
us'd that method he has already 
pitoh'd upon, whereby the coming, 
of Chrift is not only in exprefs words, 
foretold by all the Prophets, but like- 
wife myftically imply!d in all the 

C 3 rites 
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rket and ceremonies of the "Jew^ 
worfhip, and typically r^refented in 
the lives and actions of the moft &- 
itiocis men of foregoing times. 'Tis 
evident that this latter way fntrodoces 
Chrift, into the world with a great 
deal rriore of pitvious folannicy^ 
whilfl it mak^ all the eminent men 
of former ages fo many harbingos of 
his coming, and raifes in mens minds 
a joft veneration for the go^l fb^^ 
as the mafter-piece of the divine pro- 
vidence, that point wherein all the 
lines c^ Gods manifold mfihm do meet 
as in their center i all which is a p^in 
demtonflcation, that Chrift v^s or^ 
duirid by Gad before the beginning of 
the worldy faj tho' in his wife dif- 
po&I he did not appear 'till the lat- 
ter ages of it. 

4, That fdain and inartificial flyle 
ns>hich the holy writers make ufe of 
affords weighty arguments to prove 
their truth and fncerity. 

(tf) Tit i. 2. I Pet L 20. 

In 
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In the firft place k would be ab- 
ford to cxpeft, that that oart of Holy 
Scripture, which confif^ in givhij 
laws to mankind, fhould be fine ani 
pcrfiiafive: " Whereas the language 
" of law fhould be fhOrt and plain, 
and full of authority, as an emi- 
nent divine has obferv'd {a) : Thus 
'' we find it is among men, and 
" iiirdy *tis much fitter fiw God to 
" fpeak thus to men, than for men 
^ to one another/' {V) 

Likcwife in hiftories and narratives, 
the plainne& and fimplicity of the 
ftyle is a great proof of the truth and 
fincerity of the writer. Now the 
plainnefs of die Scripture hiflory is 
traly admirable; for 'tisjoin*d with 
fiich a native grandeur and authori- 
ty as commands an afi^t, and works 
more powcrfijHy upon the minds of 
men, than all the art in the worid. 
Without queftion Mofes was able to 

(«> Jrcb'Bp. TiHotf. 2/ Serm, m MaL zi. t. 

\b) Stmt certa Ugum vtrSa^ (^ qM plus mffh;^ 
ritatis babtant, fauh aniiquiora, Cic. 1. 2« de 
Legibtts. 

C 4 defcribe 
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dcfcribc the paffions to the life, and 
underftood the beauties of hiftory, as 
well as the politefl writers among the 
Greeks or Romans. To be convinced 
of this, we need only read his de- 
fcription of- Abraham'^ going to (a- 
crifice his don -, and the feveral pafHons 
yojepb and his brethren were afFedled 
with, at their* interview in Egypt. 
Yet we may obferve, that that part of 
his hiflory, which himfelf was an 
eye-witnefs of, is written after the 
plaineft and moft inartificial manner 
tlut can be imagin'd, in the nature 
oi a journal, as if he had only fet 
down an account of every day's tran£> 
adions juft after they happened, 
Somd perhaps may cenfure this as a 
carelefs and immethodical way of writ- 
ing ; but it has this great advantage 
in it, that the very form and ftyle of 
the work fhews that it has been trans- 
mitted down to us juft as Mo/es -wrote 
it. 

To give his readers an undeniable 
proof of his impartiality, this holy 
writer neither conceals nis own infir-r 

mities. 
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mide^ nor any of thofe particulars 
which might refledl upon the ho- 
nour of his nation, tribe, or family. 
He records the curfe which yaco6 
pronounced at his^ death, upon hi^ 
own tribe of Levi : He vilifies his 
own birth, by acquainting us that he 
was born of fuch a marriage as his 
own law condemns for inceftuous : 
He repreients his nation as a fhib- 
bom, untradtable people, neither to be 
wrought upon by God's mercies, nor 
his judgments. 

The like air of fincerity rans thro' 
the whole goipel hiftory, where the 
Evangelifts publifh without any re- 
ferve, their own and their bretnrens 
infirmities, their flownels of under- 
ftanding, their incredulity, their little 
contentions among themfelves ; they 
conceal not that one of Chrift's de- 
fciples betray'd his matter, another • 
deny'd him, and all fled from him. 

If there be any fiich thing as inter^ 
nal maris of the truth of any hiflcry, 
or fiich arguments as are taken from 
the very texture and compofure of 

C5 the 
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the work itfelf, as all critics acknow* 
ledge that there are, we muft conjfefs 
that the Scripture hiftory has more of 
felf-evident truth, than any hiftory 
Sn the world. 

We may further take notice upon 
this head, that the praftical books of 
Scripture are written in a plain and 
iimple ftyle, yet without being flat 
and infipid : They deliver the weigh- 
tieft truths in a grave and lea^ions 
manner, without an afitded fincnefs, 
or ftudied periods : They convey in- 
to our minds worthy ideas of God, 
andjuft notions of our duty, with- 
out defcending to ufdefs fiibtilties, 
or foaring too much above the apprc- 
henfions of the vulgar, which made 
the writings of the Philofophers of 
no ufe to fir the greater part of man- 
kind, ^e words of the Lord are 
pure words, as the Pfalmift ipeaks, 
/. e. they have none of that drofs 
or alloy of error or pafEon, which 
infenfibly Aides into all human com- 
pofiircs : They deliver divine tmths 
pure and unmixt, tho* in a populaf 

and 
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and inartificial manner of expreffion, ' 
and in iiich a way as is worthy of 
the majeily of God, and yet con* 
deibends to the weaknefi of the ge- 
nerdity of men. 

Some indeed have objedled againft 
this plainnefs of the iacred writers^ 
as if it had betray'd them into an 
unbecoming extream, and made them 
fet down fuch particulars as were not 
worthy to be taken notice of by a 
grai^ and Wiie hiftorian. But fuch 
peribne wcmld do well to contider, 
that when they pa& this ceniure up» 
on particular pa^iages in holy Writ, 
diey <lo it by a very impei&6t light : 
for they are not acquainted with all 
the circumftances and coniequents ojf 
thofe partioilars, which are but flight* 
ly menti<m'd in Scripture : And they 
likewife judge of the fmall impor- 
tance of the& matters by fuch 
notions and opinions as prevail in 
their own times, without comparing 
ing them with the fentiments of the* 
age wherein thofe things were tranf- 

C 6 afted. 
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a£ted, or inquiring whether the iacred 
writers . might not have fome fixrther 
profpedt in recording fuch niatters, 
than they are aware of. And this, 
learned men have made out, as to ie- 
veral paflages which ieem light and 
inconiiderable, and have fully vindi- 
cated the credit and authority of 
the iacred writers againft the cavils 
of this objection (a). It was likewife 
an opinion receiv'd among the ancient 
writers, ( See Ju^in Martyr ^ Dial. c. 
V^ryph. p. 364, 371.) [that many of 
the anions of the patriarchs were /y- 
ficaly or reprefentations of the fiiture 
ftate of the Church ; which notion is 
very much confirmed by that paflagc 
in St Paul J GaL iv. 30. where he 
fuppofes Abrabanis cafting out the 
bond-woman and her Son out of his 
houfe, to prefignify the ejedting of 
the Jews out of the Church of 
Chrift. 

« 

(a) See particularly Dr Allix'i Reflexiom, Vol. I. 
Part X, Chap. 13,15, 16. Jnd Part II. Chap. 20. 

Thcfc 
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Thefe objeflors would (hew much 
more candor and impartiality, if they 
would not pais fo hafty a ceniiire 
upon fuch palBiges of holy Writ, as 
Ssaa to them liable to e'xception; 
but lUther Jay as the Fhilofopher did 
when he gave his opinion concern- 
ing the writings of HeracUtus, What 
J underftand is excellent ; and^ I pre- 
fume^ what J underftand mti to ot fi 
too. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. ra. 

An anjwer to another popular oi^eSion 
againfi the reading of the Scrips 
turesy taken from their obfcurity ^ 

'" and Jome rules laid down to remedy 
this difficulty. — 

A NO THE R difficulty which 
Jhj^ difcourages many from reading 
the Scriptures, is the obfcurity of 
feveral phrafes and paflages therein 
contained, whidhi hinders them from 
being fo inftruSivc as books origi- 
nally* written in the vulgstr language 
are; and likewiie makes them liable 
to be perverted and mifiinderftood ; 
the confequences of which are fb 
dangerous, that fbme think this alone 
a fiifficient realbn why perfons of 
ordinary capacities fhould not be too 
curious in ^chin^ the Scriptures. 



« ^ 



In 



/Af HoiY SCRIPTWRES. 39 

• 

In anfwer to this objcdUon, I fhall 
coniider, in the firft place, how far 
it may be charged upon the Scrip- 
ture ; or, in wnsLt fcnfe the Scrip- 
tures may be dleem'd obfcure. 

2. I fhall afHgn the immediate 
caa&s of that ol^curity. 

3. I fhall offer feme rules, which 
may help to clear up the difficulties 
wc meet with in the holy writings. 

Fir^y I fhaU confider, how fer 
this ob^e€bioti may be charged upon 
the Scriptures^ 

AltW we acknowledge there arc 
Jbme things la Scripture bard t$ be un^ 
ierftood^ yet flill we affirm, that all 
things nece&ry for us to believe and 
pradtife, in order to our £ilvation, 
are deliverU there with the greatefi: 
ckarnefs and perfpicuity. Some of 
the prophets incked defcribe their' 
writings as. a book Jeatd tip {a\ and 

(a) Ifalzziz. 12. D^n. viii. 9d zy.4* &er.x»4. 

not 
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not to be opened or undcrftood by 
every body. But the generality of 
the holy writers afFcdb great plainneis 
of expreffion, and make ufe of a 
popular ftyle, on purpofe to conde- 
&end to vulgar capacities. St Paul 
tells the Corinthians {a)j That he 
us' d great plainnefs of fpeecby that they 
mi^bt all with open face^ without any 
vefl or covering, heholdy as in a glafs^ 
the glories of the Lord. The d^fign 
of all writing is to convey our 
thoughts intelligibly to others ; and it 
would be a great reflexion upon God's 
wifdpm, if a book written by his 
direftion, and for the inftrud:ion of 
mankind, (hould fell fhort of that 
end which human compofiires do ge- 
iio-ally attain to. The diipiftes that 
have rifen concerning the fcnfc of 
Scripture, is not always owing tp 
the obfcurity of the Scripture exprcf- 
fions 5 as may appear in feveral in- 
ftances : That the death of Chrift is a 
a propitiatory facrifice for our Jins^ is 

(a) 2. Cor. ill. I2| iS. 

as 
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as fully ailerted as words can do it : 

In like manner, there arc no plainer 

texts in the Bibk than thoie that for-- 

bid the worjbip of images^ or the per^ 

forming the public fervice in an un^ 

huywn language : The lame may be 

_ affirmed 01 tne command oF receiv- 

ing the cup in the Lords /upper : 

And yet we fee the contrary opinions 

and prances are maintained with as 

much ftiffnefs and obflinacy, as if 

the authority of the Scriptures were 

clear on the other fide. But then 

^i^% to be confefs'd, that there are ie^ 

veral doubts relating to particular 

texts, which arife either from the 

darkneis and ambiguity of the phrafes 

and expreflions therein made ufe of, 

or from the ob£nirity of the matters 

which are there handled. Thefe 

two are the immediate caufes of the 

obfcurity we meet with in the holy 

Scripture, which I proposed to confi- 

der in the fecond place. 

As to the former of thefe, viz. 

the obfcurity of Scripture phrafes, 

we arc to confider that we have but a 

very 
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Tcry imperfcd knowledge of tlic 
kngtwge in which the o\a Old I'ejta-' 
fnent was written ; and it can't be 
cxpcfted but that in a book writ fo 
many years ago, there muft be allu- 
fions to caftoms and tran&dkions, the 
memory of which is worn out by 
length of time ; and feveral exprefli- 
ons made ufe of which are different 
from the genius and modes of peak- 
ing us'd in modern languages. For 
example, we have but few remains 
of antiquity to inform us what were 
die idolatrous cuftoms of thofe early 
ages, and yet 'tis very probable that 
Aey gave occafion to lome precepts 
of the ceremonial law, one great de- 
fign of which veas to preferve the 
Jt^s from falling into the idolatries 
of their neighbouring nations. In 
like manner, if we were exaftly 
acquainted with the method which 
the ancient Jews us*d in computing 
their time, and the manner of their 
intercalations, it would, no doubt, 
very much contribute to dear feveral 
difficulties in Scripture chronology. 

In 
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In the next ^cc, the obfcnrity 
which we find in Scripture, ariies 
from the things themfelvcs therein 
trarted of, feveral of which are too 
much dboye our narrow capacities 
fully to comprehend and explain : 
Such as are, the nature and attri- 
hntcs of God, his counfels and pro- 
vidence, the nature of our own fouls, 
and the methods God hath made ufb 
of to ircovcr them out of mifery. 
It is, I think, acknowledged on all 
£dcs, that our capacities are but finite, 
which very term implies that our 
underflianding has bounds fet to it 
which it cannot pa& : And fince it 
is thus limited, if any thing be above 
it's reach, certainly the infinite per- 
feftions of ahnirfity God, his ways 
and judgments nave the greatefl rea- 
fon to be efleem'd fo. Notwith- 
flanding this, we are to take notice, 
that there may be, and certainly are, 
feveral plain propofitions laid down 
ia Scripture concerning thefe matters, 
tho' the things themfelves, in their 

utmofl extent, arc above our undcr- 

ftanding : 
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ftanding : For inftance, thefe propo- 
iitions, God is a Spirit^ or is eternal^ 
are very plain and intelligible propo- 
fitions, tho' we can't precifely de- 
fine what a Spirit is, nor have any 
adequate notion of Eternity. In 
like manner, the Scripture does plain- 
ly affirm, that the divine nature is 
communicated from the Fatbery to 
the Son and Holy Ghojl^ altho* the. 
manner of this communication be 
above our comprehenfion. 

The obfcurity which is generally 
ipread over the writings of the pro- 
phets, is partly owing to the rore- 
mention'd cauies, but is chiefly to be 
gicrib'd to providential rtpafons. If 
men could fee clearly to the end 
of prophecies, , and the manner how 
they were to be accomplifh'd, they 
could not be brought to pafs in a 
way either fiiitable to the holinefs of^ 
God, or to the free-will of men, 
who are the great inftruments of 
providence. The meafurcs whereby 
God governs the world, make it re- 
quifite that men (hould not be able 

to 
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to fathom his counlels, or know what 
work he has in hand : And 'tis ab- 
Iblutcly ncceflary, that the methods 
of jM-ovidencc fliould be fccret and 
concc^'d from us^ to make them 
righteous and holy in themielves. 
So that what St Paul fpcaks to the 
y^^Sy concerning the accomplifhcnt 
of thoie prophecies, which relate to 
the iufFerings of the Meffias, may 
he fitly apply'd to the fulfilling 
of prophecies in general (^), becatife 
they knew him not^ nor yet the voices 
of the prophetSy they have fulfilled them 
in condemning him. But having elfe- 
where {b) diicours'd at large concern- 
ing the providential reaibns of the 
obfcurity of the prophetical writings, 
I (hall not hear repeat what has been 
there fpoken upon this head, and 
flidl only add, that feveral reafons 
may be afiign'd, why God ihould 
fiifier feme mings in other parts of 
the holy Scriptures to be obicure. 



(a) AQ(M xiii. 27. 

VJ ^fv» u fivi Urnrs, CIi« 4« 
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We arc apt to ddpi& what is {^tn 
and eafy ; upon which account, as 
the obfcurity of ibnie paflages in 
Scripture is very proper to humble 
us before God, and teach us to adore 
thoie depths of the divine wiidom, 
which are contained in his word ^ 
fo it is a means to excite our in- 
duftry in iearching out divine truth, 
and make us receive k with joy, 
when we have di£:over'd it [a). Our 
value for Scripture knowledge is en^ 
crcas'd by the labour we toc^ in find- 
ing it out ; and our pains are abun- 
dantlv recompenfed in the fatisfa^on 
which devout ibuk ieel in the dtf^ 
coveries which God makes to them of 
hioxielf. ^hey rejoyce in Spirity as 
our Saviour did upon the like 00- 
cafion (^), and hesurtily tbaiA their 
heavenly Father for revealhg that 
truth which he bides from the vwldiy^ 
mfe^ to babes in Chri^y to thoie ibut 

(a) Sunt in fcrlpturit S. profunda mjft9ria^ qu4t 
ad hoc abfc^untur m vik/tanh ud bn funfruntur, 
ut iXiutunt. Attguft. 

(i) Luke %» zu 

hunger 
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hunger and thirft after righteoufheis, 
and efteem the knowledge and love 
of God to be the chieteil: part of 
human felicity. 

I proceed, in the tidrd place,' to 
offer ibnie general ndes or diredions^ 
for clearing up the difficulties we meet 
with in Scriptures, and enabling us to 
read them with profit. 

And in the firfl place I premiie 
that 'tis abfblutely neceflary, that per<- 
fbns of ordinary education and capa- 
cities fhould depend upon the judg-- 
ment of thofe teachers and inftmc^ 
tors which God has plac'd over them, 
for the ienfe of difficult places of 
Scripture. 

I readily acknowledge that there 
are fome things fb plainly delivered 
in Scripluse, that no autlKM'ity in the. 
world can oblige men to doubt ef 
their ien& and dooeaning : Such is 
the fenie of the iecond command- 
ment, in direft terms forbidding the 
wnflnp if images ; and the conunand 
of our Mviour's exjH'efsly (requiring all 

ho^ difi^iks to paiw&e fif t& 0^ m 

~ ~ the 
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the Lordsjiipper. In thefe and iuch 
like cafes, a perlbn of common fenfe 
may fiifely keep ck>fe to the letter of 
the Scripture, tho' it be in opp<5fition 
to the greateft confent of human 
authority. But what I here ky down, 
I would have underftood with rela^ 
tion to a great many other controver— 
fies of religion, where perfbns of 
mean capacities are hot able to judge 
of the force of a good argument, 
much Icfs of the ifliie of a long dis- 
pute. And in thefe cafes, I atfiim 
their beft fecurity is to rely upon the 
judgment of thofe teachers, whpm 
providence and their fuperiors have 
plac'd over them. 

I fhall not fcraple to affirm, that 
there never was a greater piece of en- 
thufiafin broach'd than this, that 
men may be fiifficiently qualify'd for 
expofitors of Scripture, without the 
help of ftudy or human learning* 
'Tis granted, that the Scriptures are 
plain in neceflary things ; but no book 
can be fb plain, but that 'tis requi- 
iite for the perfect undcrflanding^ of 

it. 
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it, that men fliould be acquainted 
with die idioms and proprieties of 
the original language, and the 
cuAoms and notions which were 
generally receiv'd at the time when 
it was writ. 

This is a difficulty common to 
Scripture, with all other books of 
antiquity : And they that in either 
cafe cannot inform themfelves in 
thefe matters, which require fbme 
fkiJl in ancient learning, muft rely 
upon the judgment of thofe wha 
have Qiade thofe ftudies their buii- 
ncfe and profeffion. The meaneft 
artificer thinks his trade and my- 
ftery not to be learned without 
ferving an apprenticefhip ; and yet 
many of thofe very perfons fancy 
the profeffion of Divinity requires 
neither parts nor induflry. This is 
a piece of prefiimpti^on as old as the 
times of St Jerom {a)y (tho* very 

(4) Sola fcripturarum an eft, quamfibi omnes pafi 
Jim vendicant ■ Hanc garrula anusj banc delirur 

JtntXf banc fopbifta verbofus, hanc univerfi pra* 

Jumuntt laceranf, docent antequam difcant, Hieron. 

Epi& ad Pauliu. init. Tom. 3. 

D mucli 
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much encreas'd by the liccntiouiheis 
of latter times) who complains, 
*' That the fenfe of the Scripttires 
was the only piece of knowledge, 
which every one thought him- 
lelf a competent judge of, with- 
out pains or ftudy, without the 
help of a guide or inftrudfcor/' 
St Pefer tells us, (a) that unlearned 
and unfiable men did wreji the Scrips 
tures in his time, without any re- 
rd to the authority of the Apo- 
cs themfelves, who were infallible 
interpreters of the holy oracles : But 
he adds, that it was their own de^ 
JiruSiiony and that juftly; for iince 
God has appointed paflora in his 
Church to be guides to the peo- 
ple, if they, thro' pride or ohftinacy, 
will deipife inftruftion, *tis their 
own fault if they fall into the Stcb. 

And this, by the way, may con- 
vince tatvi of ordinary capacities^ 
that 'tis much lafer for them to err 
with the eftablifli'd Church, than 

to 
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to err by being of a party s^ainft it • 
So that the fcruples of our fcpara- 
tifts arc ftill on the nvrmg JHe^ as 
a great man [a\ who was far from 
being their enemy, hath juftly flated 
their cafe, all of them againfl go- 
vernment and obedience, none of 
them in favour of two things fb 
nece0ary to the prefervation of all 
fociety. When men err with their 
governors, they have this favourable 
plea on their fide, that they were 
led into error by thoie whom Go^ 
had placed over them: But when 
men forfake the tmth and the Church 
together, both thefe faults will be 
laid to their charge; Firfl, leaving 
the trath, and embracing error 5 
and then cauielefsly breaking the peace 
of the Church. It were well, if 
this matter were ferioufly confider'd 
by many now-a-days, who are apt 
to think their fouls are then in the 



16./. 
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iafeft condition, when they are at 
the greateft diflance from the efta- 
blifh'd Church. 

Having premifcd this necefl&.ry 
caution concerning the fubmiffion 
and deference due to the judgment of 
our ipiritual guides in expounding 
Scripture; I proceed to lay dovvrn 
more particular rules and diredtions 
for the right underftanding and in- 
terpretation of it. And the firft 
rule I (hall offer is this, That ive 
^joould begin with reading the plaineji 
books Jirji. This advice I have re- 
conamended already (^), and fhall 
only add, to what has been laid 
there upon this head, that I take 
the Go^^els to be one. of the moft 
proper books for any perfon to be- 
gin with, that defigns to make a 
good progrefs in Scripture know- 
ledge. For thefe are plain and 
eafy, and generally intelligible to 
the meaneft capacity, and yet muft 

(V Chap, i, 

needs 
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needs afford extraordinary edification 
to thofe that will give attendance to 
the reading of them. For here we 
have him fpeak unto us, who came 
down from heaven on purpofe that 
he might inftru£t us, and teach us 
the way of God more perfedlly : 
We have him fpeak unto us, who 
fpake as never man did. And be- 
caufe example is of greater force 
than bare precept, we have his 
doctrine fet forth to the life, in his 
moft glorious example, and holy 
converlation. 

Next to the Gofpels, I would 
recommend the reading of the book 
of Pfalmsy as being the great trea- 
fure of ipiritual devotion, and very 
proper to raife in our fouls devout 
affediions of faith and hope toward 
God, of love and thankfulnefs to 
him, of reverence to his name and 
word, and fiibmiffion to his will and 
providence. 

I (hall conclude this particular 
with the excellent diredions St Jerom 

D 3 gives 
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gives to Lata^ in his cpiftle to her 
concerning the education of her 
daughter, where Ipeaking of this 
fubjea, he advifes her Jirji to teach 
her daughter the Pfalms, and let ber^ 
faith he, be entertairid "with thefe 
holyfongs : T'hen let her be inJiruSted 
in the common duties of life by the 

' Proverbs of Solomon. Let her learn 
from Ecclcfiaftcs, to difpife worldly 
things I tranfcribe from Job the prac^ 
tice of patience and virtue : Let hir 
pafs then to the Golpels, and nenyer 
4et them be out of her Jbands ; and 
then imbibe with all the faculties of 
her mind the Adts and Epiftles. 

,. When Jhe has enrich' d the Jiore^houfe 
of her breaft with thofe treafures^ let 
her learn the books o/*^Mofes, Jofhua 
and Judges, the books of Kings and 
Chronicles, the volumes of Ezra and 
Either \ and lajlly the Canticles. 

2. The fecond rule I v^ould oiier 
to this purpofe, is, ^o have a regard 
to the analogy of faith ^ * in the 

reading 
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reading and interpreting the Scrips 
tares. 

This is the ApofUe's rule, Rom. 
xii. 6. If any man propbejie (which 
word pften fignifies explaining and 
inteq)rcting Scripture in the writings 
of the new Tejiament) let bim pro^ 
pbejie according to the analogy or pro^ 
portion of faith. This rule equally 
holds with refpeA to thofe that in- 
/faii£k, as well as thofe that learn. It 
implies having always a regard to the 
fundamental principles both of faith 
and pradtice, and never interpreting 
any particular text of Scripture in fiich 
a fenfe as to make it contradifl: any 
of thofe fundamental points of doc*- 
trine or good manners, which we 
find often repeated in the Holy 
Scriptures, and every where the 
greateft ftrefs laid upon them. 

To this purpofe St John {a) lays 
down this rule for trying thej^rits, 

(a) I John iv. i, 2. 

D 4 i. c; 
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i e. thoie dcxStrines which were 
taught by men pretending to the 
ipirit : Every Jpirit that confejfetb not 
that yefas Chrift is come in the 
fiejh^ is not of God. This was a 
fundamental principle of Chriftia- 
nity, by which other dodlrines were 
to be try'd. St Paul lays down a 
rule to the fame purpofe, {a) If any 
man teach otherwife^ and confent not 
to ixholfime words^ and to the doSlrine 
which is according to godlinefs^ u e. 
if any man teacn iiich dqftrines as 
contradict the main defign of Chri- 
ftianity, which was to ^ promote trae 
holinefe, they are not to be hearken'd 
to, nor is the fenfe which they give 
of any particular text of Scripture 
to be received ; becaufe it contradidts 
the chief defign of Religion in gene- 
ral and of Qhriftianity in particular, 
which plainly tells us, That Chriji 
came into the world to dejlroy the 

^orks of the devil {b\ and gave him- 

» 

(a) X Tim. vi. 3. (^) 1 John iii. 8. 
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felf for us that be might redeem us 
from all iniquity ^ and purijie unto 
bimfelf a peculiar people y zealous of 
good works fa). • 

For inftance, if any one interpret 
thofe texts of Scripture which main- 
tain our jujiification by faith only^ 
or owl falvation by free grace ^ to 
fuch a fenfe as excludes the neceflity 
oi good worksy fuch an interpretation 
is to be rejedled, becaufe it con- 
tradicts the main defign of Chrifti- 
anity, which was to make us holy as 
God is holy (^), and clednfe us from 
all filtbinefs both of fejh andjpirit 
[c). This doctrine is fo often and 
plainly infilled upon by the holy 
writers, that the number and evi- 
dence of Scripture authority, as to 
this point, ought ia all reafon to 
over-balance {d) any argument drawix 

(a) Tit. ii. 14, (b) i Pet. i. 15. 

(c) 2 Cor. vii. f . 

(d) Regula omni ret femper ab initio conftituta epc 
pluribu^ in pauciora prefiribit. Tertull. advcrf. Pra- 
zeam. c. 20. 

D 5 frona 
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from a few oblcurc paflages, that 
may fecm at firft fight to look ano- 
ther way. For this rule ought in- 
violably %> be obferv'd in judging of 
the fenfc of Scripture, never to in- 
terpret an obfcure text in fucb a 
finfey as to make it contradidt a plain 
me {a). For certainly we muft 
judge of what is obfcure from what 
is plain j not on the contrary ; be- 
caufe the rale whereby we judge 
ought to be more known than the 
thing is upon which we are to pafe 
our Judgment. ^ And yet this is the 
ufual method of thofc who main- 
tain fome fingular conceit ^or opini- 
on : If they can find but one paf- 
lage of Scripture that feems to coun- 
tenance it, they prefently lay hold 
of that, and will hardly give a fair 
hearing to any other texts, how 
plain foevfir, that might help to 

(4) Inharenium eft its quof in fcriptura funt 
aperta, at ex its reveUntur obfcura. lAuguft. de 
Merit. Peccat. 1, 3. c. 4. 

expound 
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expound this iingle pai&ge^ and iet 
it in it's true light. 

3. The third rule I would re* 
commend for this purpofe. To com^ 
pare one place of Scripture witb 
another. 

This rule St Paul has likewifc 
recommended to us by his own 
pradice, {a) We Jpeaky iaith he, 
not in the words which maris wif- 
dam teacheth^ but which the holy 
Ghoji teacheth^ comparing fpiritual 
things with fpiritual. Not to ex- 
clude any other helps for under* 
(landing the holy text from their 
due uiefuhieis, it is a common, and 
trae ohfervation, that Scripture doth 
beft interpret itfelf This we may 
auign, as one reafon, why the Bible 
is not writ with an exad: order, or 
the artificial method of a fyftem of 
Divinity; but the £ime truths arp 

{a) I Cor. ii. 12. 

D 6 oft^ 
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often repeated and inculcated over 
again. This negled: of art and me- 
thod may perhaps give offence to 
Ibme ovemice palates ; but 'tis really 
of great ufe, eipecially to common 
readers, The very repeating of 
weighty truths makes a deeper im- 
preffion upon ordinary underftand- 
ings J what is obfcurely delivered in 
one place, is more clearly exprefs'd 
in another; and what is figurative- 
ly fet forth in the old ^ejiamenty 
is more plainly laid down in 
the new. And in this cafe the 
comparing the prediAion with the 
event, does not only add new light 
to the former, but moreover the 
holy writers thereby mutually con- 
firm each other's teftimony. The 
comparing one text of Scripture 
with another, is further ufeful upon 
fcveral accounts. 

!• This method doth acquaint us 
with the peculiar phrafes of. Scrip- 
ture^ and forms of Ipeech which 

are 
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are proper to thofe languages where- 
in the Scriptures were written, by 
which means we learn how to re- 
concile feveral texts that ieem to 
contradid: each other. So the doc- 
trine of St Paul and St James con- 
cerning jujiification by fdith^ may 
be eafily reconcil'd, by obferving the 
diflferent acceptations of the word 
faith in the holy writers. 

2. From hence, in the next place, we 
learn in what fenfe we are to under- 
ftand feveral metaphorical expreilionS 
which- we meet with in the £icred 
writings. For inftance ; God is 
often deferib'd there as having hands 
and eyes, ears, and bowels, and 
other parts of a human body. Thefe 
exprefiions are apt to make us 
conceive God to be like our felves, 
as fome of the antient hereticks did. 
To corredi fo abfurd a conceit, we 
muft compare thofe places with 
thofe of other texts, which tell us, 

that God is ajpirit^ and which up- 
braid 
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braid the heathen for the abfurdne& 
of their idolatry in reprefenting the 
infinite power and majefty of God 
by a material and fenfelels image ; 
thereby fuppofing God to be Jikc 
the work of his own hands, and 
changing bis glory into the lihenefs of 
n corruptible creature. Thus the 
comparing thefe feveral texts toge- 
ther will convince us, that the 
places which mention the hands, or 
other parts of God Almighty, in- 
tend only to fet forth God's know- 
ledge, power and mercy by iiich 
fenfible repreientations, as might 
make a deeper impreffion of his 
greatnefs and majefty upon our car* 
nal minds and affedHons. 

Lajlfyy The comparing one text 
with another is particularly ufefiil 
for explaining the writings of the 
Prophets, efpccially thofe prophecies 
which relate to the times of the 
Gofpel. For example; when 'tis 
foretold that the mountain of the 

lior^s 



1 
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Lor^ts bou/e Jhould be eftablijh^d upon 
the top of the mountains y and all na^ 
tions Jhould Jlow unto it {a) : Our Sa- 
viour gives the true interpretation 
of this prophecy, {b) when he tells 
the woman of Samariay that the 
hour cometbj "when ye Jhall neither 
in this mountain \of Samaria] nor 
that at Jerulalem, ivorjhip the Fa^ 
tber : But the true worjhippers Jhall 
imrjbip the Father in jpirit arid in 
truth ; i. e. with a fpiritual aad 
reafonable fervice, without being 
confin'd to one certain country or 
place. 

4. The laft rale I fliall offer for 
the explaining difficult places of 
Scripture, tfyeasXXyJuch as relate to 
the outward government and ordi^ 
nances of the Churchy is, that ive 
jhould have an ejpecial regard to the 
pra&ice and ujage of the frji and 



(a) I(a. ii. i. 

(t) Job. iv. 21 p aj. 



pureji 



64 Direct IONS yjr reading 

* 

pureji ages of the Churchy and tbofe 
that were neareji the timei of the 
Apojiles. 

This diredion perhaps is not fo 
proper for the ufe of unlearned 
perfons ; but if it had beei> obferVd 
by fome that fet up for teachers, it 
would have prevented feveral dis- 
putes that have very much difturb'd 
the peace of the Church. 

'Tis a receiv'd maxim, that every 
law is beji explatjid by the fuhfequent 
praBice j and if we apply this rule 
to the Chriftian law, 'tis certain 
that the primitive Chriftians had 
better advantages of knowing the 
mind of the Apoftles, and the fenfe 
of their writings, meerly by living 
fo near the apoftolic age, than the 
greateft induftry or learning can fiir- 
nifh us with, that live at this di- 
ftance. And to fuppofe that the Chri- 
ftians who liv'd in thofe early days, 
would either carelefsly lay afide, or 
wilfully deviate from the rules and 

orders 
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orders which the Apoftles gave to 

the Church by the diredtion of God's 

Spirit, is a great reflection upon the 

providence of God and his care of 

the Church, upon the honour of 

our holy religion, which, upon this 

fuppoiition, could not maintain it's 

firil conilitution fo long as moft 

human polities have done, and upon 

the memory of thofe glorious con- 

feffors and witnefTes to Chriftia- 

nity, who planted the Gofpel with 

their preaching, and watered it with 

their blood, and on whole credit 

and teftimony the authority of the 

Scripture-canon it felf does very 

much depend. 

So much reafbn is there for our 
paying a due deference to the judg- 
ment and praftice of the primitive 
Church, in doubts relating to the 
writings and inftitutions of the 
Apoftles. And perhaps the only 
vifible means that is left to heal 
the breaches which diftxadt the ca- 

thoUc Church, would be, if all 

parties 
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parties were willing to refer their 
differences to the arbitration of the 
fiur Jirji ages. At leaft, if men 
would hearken to the judgment of 
the earlieft times of Chriftianity, it 
would be a very proper means to 
put an end to fome difputes, which 
GO very much difturb our prefeht 
age and Church, as will appear by 
inftancing in a few particulars. 

1. There have been, and ftiU arc, 
ieveral difputes relating to original 
fin, the nature of the gofpel cove- 
nant, and the means of entring into 
it, which would be in a great mea- 
fure filenc'd, if men would but have 
a regard to the fenfe and ufage of 
the primitive times j when the bap^ 
tizing of infants was univerfally 
pradtis'd in all churches, as can be 
plainly proved by undeniable tefti- 
mony. Pelagius find his followers 
were the firft that openly deny'd 
the dodb-ine of original fin : And 
when they were urg'd with the argy- 

mcnt 
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ment taken ifrom infant baptifin, 
they could not deny but the prac- 
tice of it was as old as Chriftianity 
itfelf, (a) tho' the granting thus 
much did, in efiedt, overthrow the 
whole fcheme of principles which 
they had advanced againft the re- 
ceived dcxarine of the catholic Church. 
The great efteem which the primi- 
tive Chriftians had for the facrament 
of the Lord's iiipper, their looking 
upon It as the higheft part of the 
cnriilian worfhip, and never omit* 
ting the ufe of it upon their folemn 
days of devotion, fufficiently dif- 
covers what their opinion was con- 
cerning the death and facrifice of 
Chrift therein commemorated, and 
that they efteemed it tq be the me- 
ritorious caufe of their redemption. 

{a) Coeleilii Pelagian, verba ap. Augaiftin. 1. 2. 
conir. Felag. & Coeleftium c. 5. Infantes deberi 
baptizari in remiffianem peccatorum^ Jecundum regu- 
lamUniverfalis Ealefia, ^ fecandum Evangeliifin' 
ttfttiam, confiUmur. Eadem fatentem Pelagium 
videre ell> ibid. c. i7« 18. 

So 
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So that the Socinians, ^ho deny the 
merit of Chrift's deaTn and liifffer- 
ings, adt very confiftently with thexn- 
felves in laying afide the life of this 
holy facrament ; but at the fame time 
they confefs that their dodrine, as 
well as their practice, in this parti- 
cular, is a dired: contradidtion to the 
judgment of the univerfal Church in 
the beft and pureft ages. 

2. Every one is fenfible what eager 
dilputcs there are on foot about 
church-governnient, and how com- 
mon it is to hear unlearned and ignorant 
people, who can't poffibly be judges 
of the merits of the caufe, exclaim 
againft the government of Bijhops as 
antichriftian, and the introducing of 
tyranny and ambition into the 
Church. To bring this controverfy 
to a ftiort ifliie, wp only defire our 
adverfaries would grant us thefe two 
things, which feem to be modeft 
and reafonable requefts, Firft, that 
the Scripture is at leaft as favourable 

to 
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to Epifcopacy as to any other form 
of church-government, which they 
would fet up in it*s room : ( They 
that will not grant this, fhew that 
they never throughly ftudy'd this 
controverfy.) And, fecondly, that 
the fenfe of the Scriptures, as to 
this point, may be decided by the 
judgment of the primitive Church, 
as the moft competent witnefs oif 
the praftice of the Apoftles. 'Tis 
certain, that feveral of thofe who 
were the difciples to the Apoftles, 
iuch as Timothy^ 7'ifus, Ignatius^ 
Polycarp, Clemens RomanuSy and 
Dionyjius the Areopagite^ (a) &c. 
did exercife the epilcopal office, the 
fame for fubftance which is prac- 
tised in our Church at this day; 
i. e. they had in their fingle ca- 
pacity the chief care and overfight 
of many particular churches or con- 
gregations {b) : Not to infift now, 

{n) V. Eufelf. Hift. Eccl. 1. 3. c. 4. and 1. ^ 
c. 23. 

(h) See this fully /rwV w Z?r MattriccV defence 
of Diocelan Epifcopacjr. 

that 
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that St James^ one of the twelve 
Apoftles, did plainly exercife the epis- 
copal office, having his refidence fixt 
at yerufalefHy and prefiding over the 
elders and chjorch there {a). 'Tis as 
evident that there could be no room 
for ambition, or fecular intereft in 
thefe early times, when all the ad- 
vantage that bifhopricks brought 
along with them was a nearer ftep 
to fufFerings and martyrdom. 'Tis 
no lefs certain, that this form of 
government was univerfelly fettled 
over the whole Chriftian Church, 
in the age immediately fucceeding 
the times of the Apoftles, The 
adverfaries of Epifcopacy have been 
often challeng'd to produce one 
fingle example of any Church fett- 
led without Bifhops, for the fpace 
of above fifteen hundred years after 
Chrift ; and they have not yet been 
ahle to give any inflance to the 
contrary^ that could &tisfy any per*- 

(4) Sie A{b ni. 18. sL 17. zr, is* 

fon 
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fon of ordinary learning or judg* 
ment. 

Now after fiich pregnant proofs 
of the antiquity of the epiicopal 
government, for men ftill to cry out 
upon it as a remnant of Popery, 
is to make Popery much older than 
it really is, and thereby give greater 
advantage to it's cauie, than it be- 
comes dioie men to do who profefs 
themfelves to be fiich zealous Pro- 
teftants. For if it is once yielded 
that . Popery was fettled in the 
times next to the apoflolic age, it 
will be no hard nfiatter for the 
emiiiaries of that Church to per- 
fuade people, that what we call Po- 
pery is really the true and primitive 
Itate of Chnftianity. Such advant- 
age does a rajh and ignorant zeal 
againfi Poj^ery afford to that veiv 
caufe, which it ieems with £> much 
vehemence to oppo&* And as a great 
mafter of controverfy hath obferv'd, 
(tf) '' Thofe who forego the tefti- 

C«) ^ifiop Stillingfleetf Prefg€$ i$ th$ Unreafm' 
&Hmfs 9/ Sffaratm, p. 5* 

1^ mony 
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** mony of antiquity, as all oppo— 
" fers of the Church of 'England 
" muft do, muft unavoidably run 
** into infuperable difficulties in deal- 
*' ing with the Papifts, which the 
" principles of our Church do lead 
" us thro', " whofe glory and hap- 
pinefs it is to have been reformed by 
the rule of God's word, and the 

Pattern of the belt and pureft ages : 
rpon which account 'tis io much 
envy*d and maligned by the popifti 
party, who, not without reafon, 
look upon it as the moft formidable 
enemy that they have, becaufe it con- 
futes their falfe pretences to antiqui- 
ty upon the foreft principles. 

The inference I fhall make from 
what has been feid concerning the 
obfcurity of feveral Scripture pafeges, 
is this. That we ought to read the 
Scriptures with an humble, modeft 
and teachable dilpofition [a) with a 

(a) Omnis fcriptura facra eo fpiritu debet legi 
iuo fcripta ifi. Kempij Irait. CJuifti, 1. i. c. 5. 

willing- 



the Holy Scrip t^jrbs. 73 

willingneis to embrace all truths 
which are plainly delivered there, 
how contrary foever to our own for- 
mer opinions or prgudices : That 
we ought in matters of difficulty 
readUy hearken to . the judgment of 
our teachers, and thofe that are.fet 
orcr us in the Lord : That we fhould 
check every preiiunptuous thought or 
reafining {a) which exalts itfelf 2ig2im&, 
any qf thofe myftcrious tmms tjien>- 
in reveaFd, ftill remembring that God 
is great. ^^ ^^ iknow him not {bX 
and •tifj)offible for us tofearth out the 
almighty unto perfeSlion {c)^ And if 
we thus fearch after the truth in the 
loFoe of it (d) we fhall not mils of 
finding that knowledge which will 
maJ^e us w^ie unto ialvation. 

^a) AoytO'iJiift 2 Cor. x. ^. 

(i) Job xxxvi. 26. (cj Job xl 7. 

(d) 2Thcf. ii. 10. 



* * 
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CHAP. IV. 

Qmeenuf^ the Hiftorical Imks of the 
old Teftament,. and nxhat things 
ere chi^ ^fcroabk in tmr read^ 
ing of tSem. 

HITHERTO I hnve^dflfer'd 
only fomc general confidera- 
«ions, which tend to the illj^rating 
the ftyie of die holy ^eriptu^es, and 
juftifying that meuiod which the 
boly Spirit hath pitch'd upon for in- 
ilru£ting us in all &ving truths^ and 
taking off tho& pr^udices whidh 
hinder many from the care^ read- 
ing and frady of the holy Scrip- 
tures, I fhall now proceed to give 
more particular diredions concmi- 
ing the ufe we are to make of the 
ieveral parts cS the holy writings. 
. And becauie I do not intend to treat 
^ c^^ book by itielfj I ihall con^ 

fider 
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fider them under iome general head^ 
to which they may conveniently be 
reduc'd. 

And to begin with the ^Id ftej^ 
mentj we may divide the books of 
it into thele four forts ; the Htftori-- 
caly the Morale the PJalms^ and the 
Prophets. I fhall malce fbme obfer- 
vations upon each of thefe general 
heads, wnich may help to explain 
the chief intent and defign of thoie 
ievenal writings, and the principal 
uies we are to make of them. 

The firft that come under our con-; 
fideration are the hiftorical books. 

Reading of hiftory is commonly 
reckoned one of the moft diverting 
fhidies we can entertain our ielves 
with, in which refpei^ the Scrip- 
ture hiftory has incomps^'ably the 
advantage above all ottier writings 
in that kind, inafinuch as it con* 
Uins Uie moil ancient records that 

Ea are 
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are extant in the world, and relates 
the moft remarkable occurrences that 
ever happened in it. The Bible gives 
us an account of the beginning of 
the world, and affords us a profpecSt 
unto the end of it. It begins with 
the hiftory of the creation, of the 
Hate of innocence, of the deluge, 
and of the peopling the world after- 
wards : Of all which wonderful 
tranfailions the heathens had only an 
obfcure tradition 5 a tradition indeed 
io univerially fpread, as doth fiifH- 
ciently atteft the truth of the Scrip- 
ture records, as to each of thefe par- 
ticulars ; but withal fo mixt and 
darkened with fabulous eircumftances, 
2S very much weaken'd the credit of 
the whole relation. So that thofe 
who could not have recourfe to a 
more authentic account of thefe im- 
portant afi^irs, were in doubt whe- 
ther the world had any beginning 
or not, and from thence came to 
queftion the being of it's author. 

The 
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The facred hiftory gives Hkewiie 
an account of the fall of man, of 
the entrance of fin into the world, 
and thofe- many evils and calamities 
which it brought along with it. 
This the wifeft Philofophers were 
very much puzzled to trace the ori- 
ginal of, or give a iatisfaftory reafon, 
how fo much evil (hould come into 
a world that was made by a good 
God. But the Scripture account 
displays both the juftice and good- 
nefe of God in this matter, becaufe 
it difcovers to us, that God took 
occafion from thence to make known 
the riches of his mercy toward the 
loft fons of Adarrij by fending his 
own Son into the world to redeem 
them, -that nvbere Jin bad abounded^ 
grace might much more abound (aj. 
Here -we fee the fcene of man^s re- 
demption beginning to open imme- 
diately After the creation, to {hew 



(fi) Rom. V. 20. 
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us that Chrifi vsas the end of the 
law{a)^ and of all the diipen&tions 
of Providence which preceded it ; 
that he (b) was the Lamb Jlain in 
the purpofe and decree of God, 
before the foundation of the worlds 
and promised aW y^o^vtf^v aicavicavf^om 
or before ancient times (c)y tho' for 
great and wife reaibns be did not ap^ 
fear till towards the (d) conclufion of 
the ages of the world. So we find 
one and the ikme deiign purfu'd 
from one end of the Bible to the 
other, and all the lacred writers agree 
in difplaying the great myjlery of 
godlinefs by various freps and degrees, 
from the promife of nie bleflcd^r^ 
in Paradife (r), to the end and con- 
fijmmation of all things. 

I am fenlible that there are great 
difficulties to be met with in the 

(a) Rom. X; 4. {h) Rev. xiii. S* 

(c) Tit. i. 2. confer IXK. Imerp. ad PfaL \xxrCu 
5. ifaL ]xlii. 9» II* 

(d) 'ETi 0-t/r7€Mi«( tSv ai»VaVt Hcb. ix. 26. 
(ij Gen. iiL 15. 

three 



three firft diapters of Genefisy which 
have made £baie ancient writers 
queftion whether all the particulars 
d^erein related were to be under- 
Hood literally or not : And of late 
an opinion has much {Mrevaird^ which 
maintains that Mo&s njorete this part 
of bis bijiory as a law-^ver^ and 
mt as a pbilofopber. 

If the meaning of this exprefHon 
^, diat M)Jes did not write wkh 
that accuracy of phrafe^ or with 
thoie terms of art which Des Cartes 
or Galikee would have done upon 
the fame iiibje£i:, it is readily grant- 
ed ; for fuch a diicourfe would 
have been above the • appreheniion 
of common underliandings, and fo 
not anfwer'd the intent of Mojess 
writings I think we may without 
derogation to the Scripture autho- 
rity, own that the Philofophy of it 
is popular, and fuited to the appre- 
henfiiHis of the unlearned : of which 
kind we may allow thofe Scripture 

exprdjions to be^ which fuppofe the 

fun 
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fun to movCy and the earth to ft and 
fill ; and I can't fee whv we fhould 
lay fuch a ftrefe upon them; as out 
ojf deference to their authority, to 
check any philofophical enquiries 
which may favour the contrary opi- 
nion \ firice the greateft aflerters of 
the earth's motion would in a po- 
pular difcourfe comply with the 
common way of fpeaking.^ 'But 
when this pretence is carry'd fo iar^ 
as to explode the hiftory of the fix 
days creation y delivcr'd with {iich 
particular circumftances by Mofety 
and thofe confirmed by the reft of 
the facred writers, and to reject his 
whole narrative as a piece of pure 
invention, becaufe it doth not agree 
with an hypotbefisy "where I think it is 
plain, that invention has a very great 
ihare -, and where the difficulties that 
may be objedled, will be fouad to be 
greater: Such an undertaking betrays 
the over-fondnefs ingenious men are 
apt^ to havje for their own fchemes, 
and the little regard they pay. to 

Scripture 
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Scripture authority, when it ftands 
in competition with a beloved no- 
tion. 

I would not be thought to under- 
value Philofophy, whicn is certainly 
a noble and ufeful ftudy, as it 
iearches out the wifiiom of God in 
his works. But I think it may find 
employment enough, without en- 
tring into that nice and uncertain 
^peculation, how God made the 
world, which a modern Philofopher 
of ibme note has look'd upon as an 
undertaking above the reach of hu- 
man underftanding (a) ; which may 
very well content itfelf, with en- 
quiring by what laws nature works 
ever fince it's fettlement at the crear 
tion, and not prefiime to confine 
God almighty to the fame rules in 
creating the world, which inferior 
agents are ty*d to follow in con- 
tinuing it. For we may obferve, 

(*) Majus eft mundus ofus^ quam uf fijfequi mens 
htmana ejus molitmm foffit. Gaflend, Phylic. 

£ c that 
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that even in the ordinary courfe o£ 
generation, the fiirft vital fundions 
are not performed in the lame man- 
ner before the formation of the 
heart, liver, and brain, as they are 
when this fortus is brought- to per- 
fedtion. And granting this diffe- 
rence between God's works whilfl 
they were making, ^ and after they 
were made, and the courfe of na- 
ture fettled, 1 doubt not but Mofes^s 
hiftory of the creation will deferve 
that charaijler, which one that was 
an eminent Philofopher, as well as a 
good Divine {a) gives of it,. W2?» 
Ubat it is fucb a plain^ briefs and 
nnaWeSied account of the creation^ as 
mt^ needs recommend itJeJf tatheie-^ 
lief of all impartial men. 

Elpecially if we add this, confi-p- 
deration to the former, wz. That 
Mojes's principal defign in writing 
this hiftory of the fix days crea- 
tion, was to give a plain intel- 

(48) J>. Wilkiw of Nat; ReUg, p. 65. 

ligible 
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ligible account of the vifible part 
of it (a) J or of this planetary {y* 
ftem, which has the fun for it's 
center, as our excellent expofitor 
Biihop Patrick ^)eak8, in order to 
the confuting that fort of idolatry, 
which chiefly prevail'd in his time, 
and confifled in giving worfhip to 
the heavenly bodies, or fome prin- 
cipal parts of the lower world, 

Thefe two confid^titions will, I 
prefiime, afford a fufiicient anfwer 
^to the philofophical objedions which 
are commonly urg'd againA the^ 
Scripture hiilory of the creation. 
But hecaxjSc fome modern bypotbefes^ 
whatever reputation they may have 
procur'd to their authors, yet have 
manifefUy tended to weaken the 
aredit q£ Mofei% a€x:ount of the pri-^ 
m»val flate of .the world, it may 
not be ami& briefly to vindicate the 
authority of this firft, and as I may 

\d\ V. C;^ril. 7. 2. (9nt. Julian, p, 50. &c. Edit. 
Spanhcm. 

E 6 juftly 
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juftly call it, fundamental part of 
Scripture revelation, by pointing out 
the moft remarkable ftrokes of di- 
vine wifdom, which are fo confpi- 
cuous in this narrative, that fome of 
them have been honourably men- 
tion'd, even by heathens them- 
fclves. 

And the firfl: remarkable pailage 
I fliall take notice of is, that Mo/es 
afcribes the creation of the world 
wholly to the free pleafure of God, , 
and affigns no other caufe of it, 
but the divine decree, which he ex- 
prefles by God's pronouncing the {a) 
Fiat within himfclf. Now this is 
fo worthy a conception of the al- 
mightinefs of the divine will, that 
Longinus {b)^ who look'd upon 
Mofes only as a wife law-giver, not 
as an infpir'd writer, pitches upon 
this expreflion as an inftance of 



(n) Gen. i. 3. 

(b) m^\ 34.4U Sea 7. 



the 
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the true JuilimCy as having a gran- w 

deur in it fiiitable to the majefty of;^ 

the perfon whom he reprefents, and 

filch as conveys to our minds a juft 

ide^God's omnipotence; The tmth 

here affertcd ought the more to be 

regarded, becaufe it was above the 

reach of ibme of the wifeft philo- 

ibphers, who thought that God's 

goodnefs could not lie idle and not 

exert itfelf ; and from thence in- 

ferr'd, that fince God was good 

from all eternity, the vrorld muft 

be co-eternal with him. Whereas 

feafon itfelf, rightly inform'd, in- 

ftnidls us, that tho* God be eflen- 

tially good, yet as he is, or can be, 

a debtor to none, fo the emanations 

of his goodncis muft be free and un- 

conftrained, and confequently the 

exercife of it muft be limited by 

fuch mcafures as feem beft to his 

infinite wifdom. And this do<ftrine, 

which is fo clearly deducible from 

the place before us, is exprefsly 

deliver'd in that heavenly hymn, 

recorded 
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recorded in die revelation fa)j tbm 
bajf created all things^ and for tby 
pleafure they are and 'were created. 

The next retaurkable pajSkge» 
which I ihall recommend to the 
devout reader's obibrvation, is, that 
reft which Mofes {b) informs us God 
cnjoy'd, when he had finifh'd his 
works of creation. And I the ra- 
ther infiil upon this paflage, becauie 
'tis mentioned with approbation by 
that eminent Philofopher my Lord 
Bacon (r), and therefore I hope his 
judgment may fcreen it from the 
cenfure of being a popular and un- 
pbilojophical nation. For we are not 
to underftand by it, fiich a reil as 
poor morals are refrefh'd with after 
their being wearied' with hard k- 
bour, but that' pleafure which the 
Almighty took in viewing his works, 
and pronouncing them to be ex-^ 

(a) CL iv. 1 1; (b) Gctt, il Zg (</ Prefaci u 
luilaun magna, & alibi. 

teeding 
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ceeding goodj whick the FJjalmiji 
calls the Lord^s rgoicing tn bis 
works (a). Whereas in all that fare 
travel which God gives to the fins of 
men to he exercised therewith^ they 
can take no laftuig reft nor com* 
fort> but find all of them to end in 
'Vanity and vexation of fi^irit. 

It is likewiie agreed by the una- 
nimous conient of all interpreters, 
both yewijh and Chrifiianj that the 
Sabbathy a feaft of God's own im- 
mediate inftitution, was defign'd to 
typify and reprefent that heavenly 
reft which remains for the people of 
God (b) after this world is ended, 
when diey fliall ceaie from the la- 
bours and troubles of life, fee God 
and contemplate his works with 
the greateft pleaiiire and delight, 
and ^ib take a view of their own 
good' works with comfbrt and ia- 
tisfadtion ; for the Scripture tells 



(ii) FfaL civ. 31, 
(^ Heb. iv. 9. 



ttS {a); 
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us(tf), that they will ^XiSofolhwus^ 
or go along with us (b) into that 
ftatc of blifs. 

The feme confcnt of antiquity 
will juftify US' in. afGgning this as 
one reafon, why God thought fit 
to divide the creation into fix days 
work J "viz. to pre-fignify that this 
world fhould laft fix millennaries of 
years, (according to that maxim of 
Scripture (^), That one day is with 
the Lord as a thouiand years) and 
then the Sabbath, or millennium of 
refi:, fliould follow. 

However that be, the arguments 
which learned men {d) have brought 
to prove that the Sabbath was ob- 
ferv'd by the patriarchs fi"om the 
very creation, and that the fourth 
commaadment, and the preceding 
inftitution mentioned, Exod. xvi. 23. 
was only a revival of that primi- 

« 

(a) Rev. xiv. 13. [b) AkoK^s^H fjnr aCtZv, 
Comp. Luke ix. 49. (c) 2 Pet. iii. 8. 

(^) See Bijhop UflierV Epift, 205. and Dr. MuCs 
Rejie£ii9ns uf$n Geneils, Qbsp, vif. 

tive 
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tive ufage which had been intermitr^ 
ted during the Egyptian bondage ^ 
as alio that cuftom which has ge- 
nerally prevaird among all WLtions^ 
of reckoning ^tkeiF their time by ^ 
feptenary, revolution of days. (a). 
.All the^ ^arguments, I jay, are a 
very good proof that Mojess ac- 
count . of the fix days work of crea- 
tioa.is literally true. 

r • • " • ' 

A thtr^ partiici4ar tl^Oif ideferv^s 
our notice, in the Scripture hl&otf 
of thevcr^tioiv, is the account wbicn 
Mo/es gives us of the nature and 
origin of the fouli viz. that .it vsras 
not made out of matt^,/biit.iinn^er 
diately created by God, and breath- 
ed into the body which was formed 
out of duft I, that it is the ireatb of 
life^ which gives life, fenife, and mo- 
tion to the -body : Nay, that it has 
a principle of true divine li^ in 

(a) V. Thcophil. ad Autolycmp. I. 2* p. 95. 
Mt. Oxon; £sr GxQX\\ notas ' ad 1. c. 16. dt Ke* 
ritMt, Clr, Rglig, . .1 

itfelf, 
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jdeify hting made after the image 
end likenejs of God, the intelkdiial 
perfedtions of huinan underftand^ 
ing and will, bearing the hear^ re« 
iemblance to the divine naturc^ of 
any powers we can difcover in - this 
lower part of the creation. From 
whence it follows, that the foul has 
a happine£r of it's own, independant 
of the body, and - oon^uently is 
capable of a divine and heavenly 
Aate. I hopb this may |Mi&> fdr a 
ftraih abovd vulgar notlonsr^ ai^ 
gived as good ah^ account ^^ the 
dignity and prerogativts of human 
ibuls, as the acuteft phUofophers can 
ibrnifh lis- with. ^ ^ - 

Fourth% lUijfes ttiakeB the^ in*- 
flitution of maiiTiage' doUqtial with 
the creation, and confines it toone 
man and one woman, or sit leiafl? ro- 
prefents this- as the ntofV pjerfckai and 
primitive pattern of that ftatc ; 
y^hich is mch a wife and* juft re- 
paint of mens appetites^ as the 

laws 
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laws or manners of £svr nations be- 
fore the times of Chriitianity did 
countenance. Hereby we are in- 
ftnidled lilcewiie that the ftate of 
matrimony is the ordinance of God> 
and not only the pmdent inftitution 
of Iwman law-givers, as the hea- 
thens generdly thought it to be. 

I have already obierv'd that Mo/es 
gives us a better account of man's 
^11, than the wifcik of the heathens 
could attain to, tfao* they reasonably 
concluded from tha uhruUnefs o£ 
mens pailions, and the want of 
iufficient power in the mind to ^ 
check and controul them, that there 
was a lapfe, or weakning, of th^ 
fiisher powers of the foul fa)^ 
vmereby it had loft that dominion 
vrhich it originally had ova* the 
whole man : So tnat the Saipture 

(a J Homo non ut a maCirey fed ut a noverca na- 
tura editus eft in vitam -— »— i anixno anzio ad mo- 
jeftia8» hnsnili ad timores, inolli ad labores, prono 
ad libidines, in qao tanien ineft tanqaam obracoi 
quidam divinus igDU iogenil & mentis. CUera afud 
Jugttftin* /. 4. contr. Julianum. 

hiftory 
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hiftory of this matter ought to be 
valued, if it were only for this rea- 
•fon, that it is the only account that 
hath been tranfmitted to. us of that 
univerfal corruptiion which has ovcr- 
/prcad thQ world, and which all 
xyijen have reafon to be feniible of, 
and to lament. Thus much may 
•be faid in general for the juftifica- 
jioo of that part of the Mofaic hi- 
Aory ; and if we proceed to ^ka- 
mine the fevia^ circumftances of 
this . jftory, we may obferve that 
Mojes has in a very, lively manner 
delcrib*d the paflions and weak fide 
of human nature, in the account he 
giyes us of the fall. 
, Firft, He gives us to underftand, 
that: the tempter infus'd : into Eve a 
diflike of her own condition, and an 
giming at a happinefs above it : Ac- 
cordingly experience juftifics the 
truth of this obfervation, that pride 
goes before a fall ; and ambition and 
difcontent are the ufual inlets to ruin 
and mifery. 

The 
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The lovely a4>c<5l of the forbid- 
den frait does admonifli us, that 
preient temptations work more pow-^ 
eriully upon our ienies and : affedti*'. 
ons, than dry thinking 4nd reaibh- 
iog can do upon our judgments. 

As fbon as our parents had eaten 
the forbidden fruit, the text tells us, 
that {a) the eyes of them both ivere 
open'd^, implying^ that their eyes 
wGce open'd in . a different fenfe 
from that which the tempter h^A in-r 
finuatcd to them (^), viz. to appre- 
hend dearly the evil they had done, 
and the mifery they . had brought 
upon themfelves, thereby inftradling 
us in this ' great, and ufefiil troth, 
that however fin may bUnd the eyes 
while yre are in ithe eager purfuit 
cf it, yet whtn it is once nnifh'd 
and the pleafure over, the mask is 
taken off, and it appears in it's true 
colours; the niind isawaken'd to a 
thorou^ fcnie of the. g];eatneis of the 

(a) Gen. ill 7. (^J Jbii. yiii, j. 

* • crime. 
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fon of the blefled Trink)^, ts he 
ibmetimes took upon him the cha- 
racter of an angel, fo at other times 
he aiiumed ^n human (hape, as^ an 
cmblcni, or carneft, df th6 iiibarifta- 
tion; 'Thus he appeared to Abra-^ 
ham {d)^ to Jacob {b)^ to J ojhua 
(r), to Gideon {d)-, and 'tis altoge- 
ther as probable he might converfe 
with our firft parents under the &Ln» 
fhape ^in paradice, as it i^ particu- 
lidyiaffirm'd by ^^i)eopbilur^^^Antio- 
^nus {e) ; md thofe ex^ffions, 
lee^ ' us make manj arid - Adam is he^ 
come like one of us, plainly imply a 
plurality of divine perfons concerned 
in- thefe traniaftions, and we«.al- 
^^ys interpreted^ t6 tfctat fdnfe by the 
an<;ient . writ€a"s, both Jews znd Cbru 
JUam. And a^ fot the cxpreflipn of 
of God's walking in the wihd^ or 

fa) Gen. xviii. 2, 13, 17, '22, 26, 
• 'Y^) Oc**-' ixxil, 24. • • • ' 

Af^; iFbflf.v.'i3; 14, 15. • -\ „ / 
- /V/judg. vii 11, 1^4, i6,'2t. 

(ij Lib..2. 4</ Aatolycum. p. 129/ Ed.' Qxoii. 
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C(H)l of the day^ it is a manifeft allu- 
fion to the time of walking in thofe 
hot countries, which was ufually to- 
ward the evening. 

But if this fenfe of the words be 
not accepted, they are fairly capable 
of another, by joining the participle 
[walking] with the fubftantive [voice,} 
and tranflating the words thus, they 
heard the "voice of the Lord God dif- 
perfing itfelf (fp the phrafe is us'd 
Jerem. xlvi. 22.) or waxing loudy or 
increafing among the trees of the gar^* 
den. Thus the word n^n fignifies, 
when 'tis joyn'd with ^tp Exod. xixt 
19. and then the fenle will be, that 
the divine Schechinah appear'd with 
a terrible found accompanying it as 
a token of God's difpleafiire. A 
ftill voice is fometimes metioned in 
Scripture {a) as a mark of God's pre- 
fence; and. the very apprehenfion of 
his appearing is enough to put guilty 
perfons in a great confternation 5 but 

{a) Set z Sam. v. 24. i Kings sdz. 12. 

F a ftormy 
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a ftormy wind and temp^ft is the 
token of his coming with anger and 
%'eng^n ce (^j^) . And taking the words 
in either of thefe fenfes, the context 
feems to favour the expofition ; for 
when Gpd call'd Adam, in the fpl- 
lowing verfe, he replies, I heard 
thy 'voice in the garden^ and was 
ijraid. 

I am fenfible that there are feveral 
difficulties relating to the three firji 
chapters tf GenefiSy which ftill want 
to be placed in a better light; and 
in order to the clearing them, we* 
muft acknowledge, that fometimes 
a myftical and fpiritual fenfe is hid- 
den under a literal one: That by 
the Serpent we are to underftand 
the Devih making ufe of the Ser-- 
pent as his. inftrument^ is confirmed 
by the unanimous expofition of the 
£icred writers themfelves, and.thofe 
both of the old and new, Tefia^ 

(a) See Pfal. xviii. lOj 14* Hi* xsx. 30. 

Ezek. ziil, iu 

r. » ^ 

ment 
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mmt {a). Nor indeed was it con- 
gnious> that Mofes^ who had taken 
notice only of the vifiblc creation, 
ihould prefently introduce angels or 
fpirits into this lower world. In 
like manner by the nakedndiy at the 
difcovery of which our firft parents 
were confounded immediately upon 
their fall, we are not only to under- 
(land the nakednefs 01 the body^ 
but likewi& their minds being cU^ 
vetted of it!s natural ornaments of 
purity and innocence {b). By that 
ftriB guard which is kept about 
the tree of life, we are to undeio 
ftand that, eternsd life is a happineis 
out of our reach, and from wMch we 
muft be totally excluded, unlefs 
Chrift gives us power to eat of the 
trei 0/ lifey ivbtcb is in tbe^ midft of 
the paraaife of Gody which he has pro- 
mis'dto (K) tohisfaith&d fbrvants (c)f 

(4} Ifa. zxvii. I. ^uke z. 19. John viiL 44. 
Rev. zii. 9. xz. 2; 

(b) Compare Exod. xjoau 2;. Rev. iii. iS. 
<ni ij. 2Cor.T. 3. (r) Rc<^. ii. 7, 

F 2 I Ibatt 
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I {hall leave the further purfiiit 
of this argument to thofe that have 
underftariding in the depths tof the 
holy orades, who in this, as well as 
in many other parts of the Scrip- 
tures, will difcover feveral impor- 
tant truths to be couch'd under fuch 
cxpreilions, as a carelefs and unat- 
tentive reader would take little or no 
notice of, and fhall only juft obferve, 
that two of the principal difficul- 
ties relating to this place, W2;. con- 
cerning the Jituation of paradije^ and 
"^hy the tempter difcours'd with B^ve 
under the fhiape of a Serpent^ have 
been happily cleared by two learned 
critics of our own age ; the one by 
Monfieur Huet^ in his accurate trea-' 
tife, de Paradtfo', the other by his 

{)refent Grace of Canterbury^ in his 
earned difcourfe of Idolatry \a)\ who 
obferves that the Hebrew word Sa^ 
raph^ which fignifies a fiery Ser^ 
pent {b)y in the plural Seraphim^ de- 

{a) P. 3^6. [b) Nuiub. zxl. 6. Deut. viii. 15. 
Bk. xiv. 19. 

■^ - notes 
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notes likewiie an order of angels wkh 
wings {a)y who by the clearnefs and 
brightnefs of their afpeft, appear 
as it were fliaming and fiery. From 
whence this moft reverend author 
ingenioufly conjedhires that the Devil 
appeared in the form of fuch a fiery 
Serpent, as refembled a flaming 
angel, and fo was miflaken by Eve 
for one. of thpfe bright Seraphims^ 
which made up part of the Scbechi-^ 
nab of the Logos j and . fi-onx the 
fame grounds affigns the reafon why 
Serpents were efteem'd (acred, arid 
worfhipp'd in feveral parts of the 
Heathen world. 

My chief defign being to illu- 
ftrate the fenfe^ and aflert the au- 
thority of Holy Scripture, I thought 
it would be no improper digreflion, 
if I Ipent fome tinie in clearing the 
fenfe of this important portion of 
Holy Writ, and vindicating it from 
fome objeftions, which have been 

[a] Ifa. vi. 2, 6. 

F 3 of 
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of late induftxioufly revived againft 
it's credit and authority. And I 
hope» that what has beeh £ud, may 
be in fbme meafiire ferviccabk to 
fetisfy mens doubts in this point, 
and to preferve a due reverence for 
this moft primitive part of the an- 
tiquities of the world, and upon the 
truth of which the authority of 
bptb Teftaments doth very much de- 
pend. 

Another particular relating to th« 
books of Mofes^ which I would 
recommend to the obfervation of 
the attentive reader, is this, that in 
his vsritings, and indeed throughout 
the old 'Tefiament^ we may obferve 
two different lyftcms or fchemes of 
of religion {a) if I may fo term 
them, the one of the patriarchs, 
prophets, and eminent perfons among 
the y^wf 5 the other more adapted 
to the temper of the more ignorant 

(a) S/e Eufcb. prsparaU Evang. lib, 7. r. 6, 
7, &c. 

and 



and inferior fort, and moft regarded 
by thofe who l^v'd in the corrupt 
atid degenerate times of "the Jemjh 
ftate. 

The former is an inftitiition ^re- 
iy Ipiritual, and built upon the roun- 
ds^ons of natural religion, (whofe 
principles are there plae'd in their 
triieft and beft light) cfftecially upon 
thefe two fundamental principles of 
it, the love of God above all things, 
of our neighbour as ourielves {a). 
It enjoins men to do juftlyy to Ityiie 
mercy y and to walk humbly with God 
\b) :. To live under a gratefol fenfc 
of God's providence, and a eottifdrt- 
able holpe of obtaining his prohiifes, 
cfpecially that greiat brie concerning 
the Meflias, and all thofe heavenly 
bleffings of which he was to be thte 
author. The law taken in this fehfe, 
hi Paul c^lls ^^iritual and haly^ and 
jujl and good (^), and thofe Jews that 

(a) See Mark xii. 28, &c. (h) lAich. vi. S. 
{c) &OBU vii. 12, 14. 

F 4 pradtifed 
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praftifed it, he calls Jews inwardly ^ 
whofe circumcijion was that of the 
hearty in the fpirit^ and not in the 
letter. Rom. ii. and with a regard to 
this more perfeft part of the Mofai- 
cal difpcnfetion, he often infifts up- 
on thefe points, that the Fathers, 
Abely Enoch y Noahy and Abraham^ 
werejujliffd by faith y as well as we 
Chrijiians {a)y that all the faithfUl^ 
both before and under the law, eat 
the fame fpiritual meaty drank the 
fame fpiritual drink (^) and embraced 
the fame heavenly promifes (r), which 
^e now more explicitly reveaPd by 
the Goipel. 

The other fyftem of religion con- 
fifted meerly in outward obfervan- 
ces, either fiich as related to the pub- 
lic worfhip of God in the taber- 
nacle, or concern*d mens private be- 
haviour in the ordinary way of life, 

(a) Heb, xi. 2, ^c. Rom. iv, 13. Gal. iii, 
8, 17, 18. (b) I Cor. X. 3, 4. (c) Hcb. 
xi. 13- 

And 
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And thefe the fame Apofde {a) ftyles 
weak and beggarly elements. 

The former of thefe none can; 
deny to be worthy of God ; for it 
lays down a much more perfect 
fcheme of religion than the wifeft 
Heathens could ever difcover by the 
dim light of corrapt nature ; and it 
is often taken notice of by the an- 
cient Fathers (^), and the otheu 
learned advocates for Chriftianity (r), 
that the beft notions the Philofo- 
phers and Heathen Legiflators had 
about religious matters were drawn 
from the writings, of the old TCefia^ 
ment. 

But the other part of the Mofaicat 
fyftem^ confiftmg chiefly of exter- 
nal rites and ordinances, hath been 
thought by Infidels a confiderable ob- 

(a) Gah iv. gt- 

(b) Vil Juflin. M. Apol. 11. (Veriai I.) n. yt, 
77. Edit. Oxon. CIcm. Alex. Strom. A i./. 30J. 
/. I, p, 394. /. 5. p, 391. Eafeb. Praep. Efan. 
A 9. r 3. /. 13. r. 7. Sc alibi paffim. 

(c) Haetii Demoullr. Evang. Prop. 4. r. 2. 
s. 14. & r. I If pertotum. 

P 5 jcftion 



I 



lo6 DitLtc^Xo^t for reading 

jeftion againft the divine authcM'ity 
of the law of Mofes^ as containing 
in It fach unaccountable injunftions, 
as they think unworthy of the wis- 
dom of God. 

But the fi^ce of this objection 
wiH be taken off by thcfe two con- 
fiderations. i. That ibme of the 
yewijh laws and ordinances which 
feem ilrange to us, had a particular 
reipe^t to the rights aiul religious 
cuftoms of the ^ neighbouring nati- 
ons, as has been fully prov'd by 
learned men {a\ and is confefe'd by 
that learned Jew Mmmonides {b) : 
God intending to preferve the Je^s 
from Ming into the idolatlcs of the 
Heathmy partly by retaining in their 
laws Ibme imfifferent cuftems of 
theirs, innocently introduc'd ^ and 
partly, by inftituting other ceremo- 
nies in oppofition to the cmcl, im- 
ptwe and abfiird rites^ which the 

if) Sei t^artlcularh Dr Spencer de Leeib. 
Hcbr, ^ 

WMoreNfvcch^fdi'',^, r 29. l^ fequenU 

Fagam 



Pagans iis'd in the wotftiip of thtit 
idols. 2. That fcveral jirfecepts of 
thb ceremonial law hare a mordi 
fin^ couch'd undet Ihem, it being 
thte ancient Way of inftrafting tncn 
by outward figns dnd f/mbolical re- 
jffefentations, as ap|)eaf8 by the fa- 
iftolis Symbols of Pythagoras : A 
mefhod of inftradlidn which he 
probably learnt from the EaJitrH 
Sag^> with whom he hiid eonvcrs'd 
{a). To this fenfe^ Jofephus ex-i 
pottn<k {b) fhany precepts of the 
Geremonial law^ and feVerdl places of 
the {c) riHb T*ejiatheht ib plainly fa-* 
▼our fiich an intefpretation. And 
the precept of circumeifion i& ex- 
pounded to a m6ral fenfe by Mojks 
himfelf, Deut. 3t. 16. 5. That st 
great part of the rites enjoin'd m 
the fcrvice of God by the ordinances 
irf" the law, were ajftguri or parable 

{a) Sii Prov. i. 6. 
\b) Antiq, I. 4. 

(r) ^e A£ls x. 14, 15, 28. t Cor. V. 6, 7. 
Md ch. ix. 9. 

F 6 >• 
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for the time then prefent {a) did typify 
and exhibit in myftical rcprefenta- 
tions the days of the Meflias, as the 
Apoftles have fiilly prov'd in their 
writings, particularly St Paul in the 
Epiftle to the Hebrews^ the Jews 
themfelves of thofe times agreeing 
with them in the fame notions {b\ 
as feveral of the more modern yews 
have done fince. Indeed without 
luppofing the ceremonial law to be a 
figure of the Goipel, 'tis as hard to 
reconcile thefe two fchcmes of the 
jfewijh religion with each, other, as 
with the Gofpel itfelf Whereas if 
we compare the {c) rudiments of the 
law with the more perfed: revelation 
of the Gofpel, and explain them by 
the light which that lets in upon 
them, we prefently fee the veil taken 
away from the face of Mofes, and 
are able to look to the end or principal 

Heh. ix. 9. 

(i) See PKilo'/ Writingr. - ^ 

( J 'S.Toty^uay Gal, iv. 9. 

defign 



defign of that inftitution, ivbich tho' 
ordain*d by God himfclf, was to be 
aboliJlSd^ and give place unto a bet- 
ter. So that this very objeiflion 
affords us a new proof of the divine 
original of the holy Scriptures, be- 
caufe it helps to difcover the harmony 
and connexion of the feveral parts of 
thofe divine writings. 

The . next remarkable paflage re- 
lating to the books of Mofes^ which 
I would defire the attentive reader 
to take partiicular notice of, is, God's 
chufing Abraham and his feed, fepa- 
rating them from the reft of the 
world, and making a covenant with 
them, that he would be their God, 
and they fliould be his people ; and 
that in the fiilnefs of time the pro- 
mised feed ihould arife out of that 
nation. This was the fir ft great ftep 
that God made toward the fulfilling 
the promife of the Meffias : In or- 
der to the making which promife 
good, it was fit that God fhould 
make choice of feme particular fa- 
mily. 
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mily, or people, from whence hb 
ihould deicend, or elfe he muft have 
fprung from idolaters, which would 
have htca by no tneans fiiitable to 
the dignity of his perfon, or the 
defign of his coming. Accordingly 
the people from whence he was to 
derive his original, was Separated 
from all the reft of the world by a 
peculiar iet of rites and ordinances, 
which made them nicely {crapulous 
of convcrfing or mixing with other 
nations. It was likewife convenient, 
that Chrift (hould not come into the 
world without fome neccflary pre- 
parations, in order to his due recep- 
tion there. Thereupon God fitnc- 
tify'd a people on purpofe, among 
whom Chrift fhould be born, and 
mis'd up a iirceefiion of pfophct^^ 
among them, who foretold all the 
circunlftancc^ relating to his appear- 
ance,^ from whoie writings a eerta^ft* 
defcription might be given of hixDy 
whenever he fhoold appear. 

If 
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If fo great a perfon had of a fud- 
dcn appeared in the world with- 
out any notice given of his com- 
ing, the unexpcftcdncfs of fo ex- 
traordinary a blefling might have 
caus'd wonder and furpri2e ; but it 
would not have been reckoned an 
efibft c£ God's determinate counfetand 
fare-'knawledge^ and of that TErcAuTrorXi- 
A®- <rc<^/« that manifold mjicm {a\ 
which by vafidus fteps and degrees 
canyd on this defign for the ^ace 
of four thouland years together, be- 
fore it was folly compleat and brought 
to perfection. But when the.Mei^ 
fias was ufhcr'd into the world with 
ib much previous pomp and iblem- 
nity, this was a fcnfible demonftra- 
tion that this great myfiery ef godH-^ 
nefSy God manifefi in the fiejh^ was 
the malter-piecc of the divine wif- 
dom, and that all the lefler difpenfe- 
tions of providence were febfervient 
to this greaft end. 

" This 
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This variety of prophcdes which 
prepared the way for the coming of 
the Meffias, doth likewife afford a 
iatisfaftory anfwer to that objedtion,. 
which worlcjly-minded men are apt to 
fiiggeft againft the obfcurity ,of 
Chrift's birth and manner of livings 
They think it ftrange,. that the Sa- 
viour of mankind fliould be born, 
and live obicurely in a corner ; that 
he that is defcrib'd as the defire of 
all nations (tf), muft be fought for 
in Palejiinej an inconfiderable fpot 
of ground, and in Galilee^ the moft 
defpicable part of that country. 

In reply to which obje<9:ion,. I fliall 
not now infifl: upon the anfwer which 
St Paul {i) gives to it, that God's 
power doth then moft eminently ap- 
pear, when be chufes the weak and 
contemptible things of the world to 
confound the things that are mighty. 
It is a fufficient reply to fay, that 
the many prophecies of the dd 7^- 

{a) Hag. ii. 7. (b) i 09^. i. 27. 

Jlamenfy 
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Jlamenty which gave a charafter c/ 
the Meflias from his cradle to his 
grave, render him as eafily difco- 
verable, as if he had fpent his w^hole 
life in the moft public place in the 
world ; and like the Star which ap- 
peared at his birth, give a fiifficient 
diredion to thofe that were at the 
greateft diftance where to find him. 
If fuch a perfon was to come into 
die world, he muft neceiEirily make 
his firft appearance in fome parti- 
cular place or country; and furely 
no nation fo fit for that purpofe, 
as that which had the cuitody of 
thofe oracles which foretold the moft 
remarkable circumftances of his life 
and adtions. 

The obfervations I have hitherto 
made, do chiefly relate to the ac- 
count the Scripture gives of thofe 
two remarkable occurrences, the 
creation of the worlds and the pro- 
mife of the MeJJias. Thefe are the 
two pillars^ or boundaries of provi^ 
dence^ if I may fb ipeak, and all 

the 
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*he wLvels ^nd movcmentB of it arfe 
<^onfin'd within this fphere. The 
•holy writers call them by the name 
of the old and new creation j afnd by 
thfeir affiftance Wc can take an entire 
view of both worlds^ that which 
we now live in, and the other vvirich 
we expea hereafter. And this cer- 
tainly ought to tecomittdid the fe- 
•cred writings to the perufai of all 
thofe, who have the citriofity either 
of featcbi^g out the original of 
things, or erf prying into their end 
aftd c^ftchiiion. 

Before I leave this head, I ftiaH 
make one general remark concern- 
ing the remaining parts of the old 
Teftainent hiftory, viz. That there 
we find the hiftory of this nation 
exaftly purfu'd, and in d natural 
ferics of events* for the fpace <£ 
near one thbiifend five hundred years, 
the principal tranfeSiionfe having fuch 
a connexion with, and dependance 
upoii, each other, that they do mu- 
tually iiipport and confirm one 

another's 
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anotber*s credit, ^s hath been already 
obferv*d {a). During all which time 
we may take notice that this people 
were fore to be happy or miterable, 
according as they kept clofe to, or 
departed from, the worfhip of the 
true God, sfnd the obfervance of 
that law which he had given them. 
Which circumftance is not only a 
remarkable inftance of God's over- 
ruling providence, but lifcewife a 
fignal verification of thofe proihifes 
and threatnitigs which God had mad6 
the Cmdion of his laws and ordi* 
nances^ 

I fhall clofe up my remarks tipon 
this head, with tnis obferVation, 
that the main body of the iacitd 
hiftory, and all the chief materials 
of it, are taken out of the public 
records and monuments of the na- 
tion, to which the writers themfelves 
do often appeal, particularly in the 
books of Kings aiid Chronicles. The 

(a) Chap. ii. 

connexion 
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connexion which is obfervable be- 
tween the feveral books of the Scrip- 
ture hiftory, is likewife a plain in- 
dication, that they were digefted by 
public authority, and not the pro- 
dudt of private pens. Which one 
thing is a pregnant proof of the 
diyine authority of the facred writ- 
ings, to any one that confidefs that 
all the pious princes and magiftrates 
among the Jews undertook nothing 
of moment without advice and di- 
rcftion from God, who rais'd up \^ 
a fiicceffion of prophets among them 
for that very purpofe. In this re- 
fycGt the compilers of the Jewijh 
hiftory have very much the ad- 
vantage, in point of credit, of the 
hiftorians of moft other natioijs, 
efpecially of the Greek hiftorians, 
as yofepbus {a) obferves ; inafmuch 
as the Gr^d-^ writers vvere neither ap- 
pointed by authority to preferve the 
memory of former tranfadtions, nor 

(a) Lib. I. cont. Jppian* inith, 

compiVd 
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compil'd their writiiigs out of pub- 
lic or ancient records, and were 
more ambitious of fhewing their 
wit and eloquence, and telling their 
ftory in an elegant and plaufible 
ftyle, than of tranfmitting a faith- 
iiil account of matters of fadt to 
pofterity. Whereas the holy wri- 
ters dilcover nothing of vanity or 
oftentation, of partiality or cormpt 
affed:ion, but write with a native 
fimplicity, and unaffedted air of 
fincerity, without flattery or pre- 
judice, neither concealing their own 
private infirmities, nor palliating the 
vices or mifcarriages of their great- 
eft princes, but delivering their 
thoughts with great freedom, and 
fpcaking the truth without referve: 
As if their only defign was to give 
God the glory, and recommend 
their writings to the good opinion 
of their readers by a naked mani-. 
feftation of the truth, which, wken 
*tis delivered plainly and without 

difguife, commands aa affent, and 

works 
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works more powerfully upon tbe 
mind, than all the art in the 
world. 



CHAP. V. 

Concerning the Moral Writings of 
the Old Teftament^ 



THE books of the old T^efta^ 
ment that come next under 
our coniideration, are the moral 
^writings properly fo call'd, /. e^ 
luch whofe chief defign is to inftruft 
us in the ways of virtue, and give 
rules for the dire£tion and good go^ 
vernment of our lives. Such are 
the books of Job^ the Proverbs and 
Ecclejtajies. 

The^book of Job was written on 
puppofe to teach us tha great; duty 
of patjience and iiitwiiiion to^God's 

will 
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wll in all events ; A duty, which 
it powerfully recommends to us, 
both by the example of that holy 
peribn who was io eminent an in- 
flance of Jkffering affliSlion and of 
patience 5 and alfo by many argu- 
inents taken from the confideration 
of the greatnefs of God's majefty, 
with whom it is high prefumptioi^ 
for poor mortals to contend 5 of 
his infinite purity and holinefs, in 
whofejight the beft men cannot be 
jujiiffdy if God will enter into ftridt 
judgment with them : And, laftly, 
from the uniearchablenefs of his 
judgments, which are always true 
and righteous, tho' we cannot al- 
ways comprehend the reafons of 
them. And I doubt not but pious 
and devout fouls may find great plea- 
fiire, as well as reap much profit by 
the careful perufal of this book.5 
which recommends Jtfelf to the rea- 
dtf above all othor^ books of holy 
Writ, by the wit and^ elegancy of 
the compofure, where human paf^ 
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lions arc defcrib'd with the moft 
tender and lively ftrokes, where 
are to be found the moft elevated 
and noble thoughts concerning the 
power and majefty of God, and the 
moft devout expreflions of that liib- 
miffion and rcfignation which is 
due to his will, and of that traft 
and confidence which good men 
have in his mercy, even in the 
depth of their affliftions, arifing 
from the teftimony of their confci- 
ence and the fcnfe of their own 
integrity. And thefe pious medita- 
tions are clothed in iuch natural and 
eafie words, as convey to our minds 
a juft idea of natural Religion when 
it was in it's prime, and as it was 
praftifed in thofe early ages, before 
the tradition of the creation and of 
the flood was loft, or the world 
quite over-mn with idolatry. 

The Proverbsy as they were writ- 
ten by Solomonj a Prince famous in all 
^ges for his wifdom and experience. 
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fo they contain excellent inftru(9:i- 
ons for the ordering mens actions in 
all ftates and conditions of life, from 
the higheft to the loweft ; and en- 
force each part of our duty from 
religious motives: Such as are the 
obedience due to God, our Creator 
and Governor, the rewards which 
attend righteoufnefs, and the punifli-. 
ments which follow wickednefs by 
God's juft appointment, both in this 
world and .in the next. In which 
rcfpe<a this book has much the ad- 
vantage above all the moral trads of 
the philofophers, in that it prefles 
the pradHce of our duty from the 
principles of religion, whereas they 
perfuade us to virtue by arguments 
taken from the agreeableneft of it, 
to our reafon and the dignity of 
our nature, without taking notice of 
the authority which God has over 
us, and whofe vicegerent our reafon 
and confcicnce is, and the obedience 
which his laws challenge from us, 
which way foever his will and plea- 

G furc 
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fure 16 iiodfy'4 to w, whether by the 
ij(iward dictates of our own miod, or 
the outward voice of his prof^ets 
and roe&ngers (a). We find So/omon 
lays down this rule as. the fouixlation 
oi all his iQftru&ions (^^), the fear of 
the L9rd is the beginning of wijdam. 
This is a true aad ielid principle 
of an univerfal probity and integrity 
bodi of mind and adion ; it is fiich 
as die n^anef^ is capable of appre- 
hending the force of, and being- 
convinced by it. Whes^as the no- 
tions of phiilpfophers are only fine 
{peculations to aniufe men of flib- 
tilty and leifure, and not fitted fi>r 
the ufe of ordinary capacities : Ac- 
cording Xq Tulifs own obfbrvation 
recorded by La&antiuSy {c) Fhilof^ 

(a) Duplex eft regula humanonim adluum^ Ra< 
tio haniaiia>. k D<as ; fed Dens eft prima regiiisu 
a qua ctiam hnmaA^ Ratio regulanda eft i & ideo 
virtutes Thcok>gic« cxccllcntiorea funt virtutibus 
moralibus. Jj/tdit* zda 24^ qu* z$. JrU 6. 

(b) ProY. i. 7* 

(c) Infiitujt, I. 3. /. 24. V. CUirfift. initio /. .2, 
fufc. '^uafi. Fhllofophia eft pauch contcnta 

phi a 
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pUa eft res abhorrens a multitudine. 
It iifiains to cendefiend to nmlgar 4r/« 
prehenfions. But yet the meaneft 
have foals to be faved as well as the 
greateft, and that inftitution muft 
needs be defedtive which doth not an* 
iwex the nec^fiities of the £u: greater 
part of mankind. « 

The great fayings of the Philo* 
fq>hers are apt to ftrike us with ad« 
niiration at the firft hearing, and per* 
haps prevail with many of our own 
age to be of Julian the Apofiate'% {d) 
opmion, who did not ftick to prefer • 
tibe precepts of PhocyUdes^ T^beognisy 
and IfocrateSj before the Proverbs of 
Sohmm. But when we thoroughly 
examine the maxims of thefe, and 
fuch like pradical treatifes, of the 
heathen philofophers, we (hall find 
many of them to be rather vain- 
glorious boafts, or the high flights of 
a fanciful eloquence, than the words 

{d) Apud Cyrillu0i, coatr. Jolhn. I 7. /. 124.' 
Ed'iL Spanheim. 

G 2 of 
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of truth and fobernefe. They ait 
fuch as the authors of them would 
never abide by when they came to 
trial : And wliat force can we then 
fuppofe them to have, toward the 
reforming of habitual offenders ? To 
tell fuch peribns that they adl in con- 
tradidlion to .their reafon, and below 
the dignity of their nature, is to 
make them accountable only to 
themfelves \ and confcience is but an 
empty name, unlefs we foppofe that 
it binds men over to appear before 
a higher Tribunal. So faint are the 
perfuafives and feeble the reproofs of 
philofophy, when compared with the 
inflrudions and motives contained in 
the book of Proverbs, which being 
fo peculiarly adapted to the meaneft 
capacities, I would particularly re- 
commend it to their frequent read- 
ing and diligent perufal. 

The defign of the book of Eccle- 
Jiajies is to convince us of the va- 
nity of all things here below, and 
that from the experience of one who 

had 
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had try'd what latisfaftion could 
be found in all manner of worldlr 
enjoyments, and was acquainted witn 
the extravagancies of madnefs and 
folly (^), as well as with the myfte- 
ries of wifdom and knowledge. This 
great prince, who had tried all 
things, inftradts us not to fet our 
hearts too much upon the things of 
this world, as being empty and un- 
£itisfa£tory in the enjoyment, and at 
laft ending in vexation ofjpirit : Nor 
to promife ourfelves too much happi- 
nefe in any worldly bleffings, for 
then we (hall be fure to find our 
felves difappointed : But to ufe the 
good things of this world with fo- 
briety and moderation in refpedl to 
our felves, with fubmiffion and 
thankfulnefs to God, and with cha-« 
rity to our neighbours (^ ), always 
rcmembring that th& fajhion of this 
world pajfes away^ and the flower of 

(e) Ecdef. i. 17. 

(/) See Ecdcf. iii. 11, 12, ij, 14. v. i, Isfe* 
Til 13, 14. ix. 7. xx. I. 

G 3 youth 
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youth fbon decays and withers : And 
this coniideration fhould engage {g) 
us to confecrate the beft of our 
years to the fervicc of God, whilft 
we have a quick and lively fenfe of 
his bleflings ; and not defer the 
thoughts of religion .till the evil days 
come^ till old age fteal upon us, 
(which he adaiirably deicribes) when 
we are come to the dregs of life, 
and death is jufl ready to feize us^ 
vAsT which comes judgment, and we 
tnuft give a itviSi account to God <^ 
all ouradtions. 

This is the fubflance and main 
defign of this book j which if it 
were ferioufly read, and confiderM, 
would be an efFcdual prefervative 
Againf): the inordinate love of this 
world, which is the root of all the 
^vil that abounds in it. And to 
prevent the ill ufe which men of 
corrupt minds are apt to make of 
fome pajSagcs in it, I (hall jufl ob- 

(S) Ecclcf. xii. *i; i^c. 

fervc. 
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fcrve, that thofe who will read this 
book with profit, ought to have a 
regard to the main fcope and drift 
of it, which is plainly fct down in 
the conclufion of the whole (A), 
and not lay hold on one fingle 
£:rap, or fentence, which they think 
dotn countenance a carelefs and li- 
centious life. The readef that will 
fix his eye upon the principal de- 
fign of this book, will eafily per* 
ceive that* the contradidlory opini- 
ons which are mentioned in it, are 
only a repreientation of the &veral 
fentiments of mankind concerning 
providence and their own fouls, ot 
clfe (hew the various thoughts which 
Solomon himfelf had tois'd up and 
down in his own mind, which 
at laft came to the refolution where- 
with he clofcs his book. The 
fcope and lifefiilnefs oi which is £0 
fully made out by our excelknt ex- 
pofitor, the Lord Biihop of Ely^ 

{b) Chap. tii. 13, 143 

G 4 lb 
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in his Parapbrdje and Commentary 
upon this book, that I fhall rather 
refer the reader to that ufefiil trea- 
tifc, than enlarge any further upon 
this iubjed:. 




CHAP. VI. 



Concerning the Book of Plalms, and 

their Ufefulnefs. 

THE book of Pfalms delerves 
to be confider'd by itfelf, as 
being efteem'd by pious men in all 
ages, the great ftorehoufe of devo- 
tion, and making up a principal 
part of the public worfhip both in 
the Jewijh and Chriftian Church. 
Among the "Jews they were ufed at 
the time of their lacrifices, which 
were the moft folemn part of the 
Jewijh worfhip {a)^ The Evange- 

• 

(a) See i Chfon.zvL 4O1 41. Ecdus. L 16, 
17^ 18. 

lifts 
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X\&i inform us that our Saviour and 
and his difciplcs fung a Hymn after, 
the pafchal fuppcr {b\ which learned 
men fuppofe to have been the fame 
colleaion of Tfalms vrhich the Jewt 
ufed upon that folemnity. St Paul 
exhorts the ColoJJians that the ^ord 
of God Jhould dwell richly in them^ 
and particularly recommends the 
Pfalms to their frequent ufe {c). 
St Jerome (d) compares the finging 
of Pfalms in the public affemblics of 
Chriftians in his time, to. the hea- 
venly Hallelujahs, which refemWed 
the 'voice of great tbundringSy men- 
tioned Rev. xix. 6. and tells (e) us, 
that the husbandman (/) and com- 
mon artificers refrefli'd themfelves in 
the midft of their work, and fweet- 
ned their, labours with finging tha 

(h) Math. xxvL 30. (c) Coloff. iii. 16. 

(if) Pne/at. in 1. 2. .Comment, in Epift- ad 
Galat. (e) Epift. 1 7. dd Marcdlam. vid etiam 
Thcodorct. Prof, in Pfalm. £ff Chryfoft. d0 Pani- 
tent. Horn. 6. 

C/) rg«p>»/iAifK tthivruj 4yAft0ftfK v[iv^vliu 
Clem. Alcx« ^troxD. A 5. ^. 720. 

G 5 Pfalms 
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P/alms of Davidy atid at once ferr'd 
.God, and attended upon the duties 
of their calling ; frcnn all which it 
appears, that the book of Pfalms 
wa6 (kfign'd by God for the per^* 
petual ufe of tlie Churchy to be both 
a pattern and treafiire of devotion, 
at once to enlighten our minds and 
warnGi our afie^ions, and teach us 
tb pray and praife God with the 
Jpirit^ and with the underjlanding 
alfi). 

Thefe.ie an agreeibk variety iti 
the compofiire of the Pfalms^ wnich 
are all very beautiful and proper in 
their fbafons, and fuited to me ie» 
veral circuniftances of devoiit minds* 
Some of thenk, ihftrud: us to give 
God the glpiy due unit)^ his name^ 
and prai^ him according Ui his ex^ 
cellent greatnefs^ as 'tis made mani- 
feft in the i^of ks of creation ^ftd 
providence, as particularly the Sth, 
the 19th, the 33d, the I03d> the 
104th, the 107th, and the i48lh. 
. Others fhew forth his niarvellous loV-* 

ing 
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ing-klndneis to his Church, to Jacob 
bis people y and liracl his inheritance % 
and foretel the glories of Chfift's 
coming, and his kingdom. Of 
which fort are, the ad, 45th, 68th, 
72d, .78th, 96th, 98th, io5th^ 
io6th^ iioth, I nth, 136th, and 
many more. Again, fbme Pfalms 
declare the excellency of God's law^ 
which he has given ub to be a light t9 
eurfeety and a guide to our paths y and 
fbew the happiness of thofe who 
live under the condu<5t of it. Such 
are, Pfalm the ift, 19th and above 
all the I J9tb^ which confifls of the 
higheft encomiumis of God's law, 
and the moft eameft prayers for 
grace to underAand and pradtiie it« 
At othd: times the Pfalmijl direds 
OS how to humble ourfelves in the 
fight of God, to implore the pardon 
of our fins, and help in the time of 
trouble: Of which kind the mofl 
principal PJklms are, the 25th, 51ft, 
130th, i4rft, 143d. . Lajilyy In 
many Pfaltm he exhorts U6 to iiibr 

G 6 mit 
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mit to God*s will in all events, and 
put our truft in his mercy, to tarry 
Go^s leifure (g), as he ibmetimes 
cxprefles it, who will never fail tboje 
tbatfeek him^ and is the helper of the 

friendlefs. Of which fort the moft 
remarkable Pfalms are, the 9th, 
loth, and nth. Not to mention 
many others, in feveral of which the 
Pfalmiji inftrafts us not to regard 
oijlrfelves only ; but likewifc to be 
mindful of the affli&ions of Jofeph, 
and pray to God to deliver Ifrael out 
of all bis troubles. 

So rich a ftore-houfe is the book 
of Pfalms of all kinds of devotion, 
and able to fumifh every pious Ibul 
with holy meditations fiiitable to his 
prefent circumftances, confifting both 
of the moft afiedionate prayers and 
ii^terceifions, and exalted ftrains of 
praiie and thankigiving. So deier- 
vedly is that divine author ftyl'd tbe 

fweet Pfalmifi of lirael (h)^ as being 

(g) Pfal^xxvii. 14* (b) % Sam. xxiii. t. 

the 
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the great author and pattern of <pi- 
ritual devotion 5 wnofe foul was 
touched with a heavenly flame, his 
}>eart and his Jiejh rejoiced in the liv^ 
ing God (i). With his whole heart he 
Jung fongs^ and loved him that made 
him J as the fon of Syrach gives his 
character (^), He made the fr^ 
fes of God glorious, and was in- 
ipir'd to fenftifie poetry and mu- 
fic, to reffcue them from that pro- 
fane ufe to which they are commonly 
debafed, and employ them upon the 
nobleft fubjedls, the glories of God, 
and the grateful acknowledgments of 
men for his mercies. 

The Pfalms being fo excellently 
fitted to raife our devotions, 'tis very 
fit to obviate all objedlions, that may 
be made againf): the ufe of them. 
Two of . the principal prejudices 
againfl them I ihall briefly C9n« 
iSier. 

(f^ Pfal. Ixzziv. 2. 
(i) Ecdoa. zlviJ. 8. 

The 
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The firft is xht frequent imprecati^ 
ens .which are to be found in the 
P£ilmS) which feem not to £ivour 
of the true fpirit of devotion, but 
rather to proceed from paiHon and 
revenge ; and are thought by fbme 
to be contrary to thie exprefs com- 
l^inds of Chrift (/)» 

This objedion I have confider*d 
and anfwer'd at large in a former 
treatife {m\ and ftiall not here re- 
peat wlmt I have there delivered, 
but (hall only fuggeft to the reader 
two obfervations, and leave him to 
apply them to the feveral impreca- 
tions that are to be met with in the 
Pfalms. 

I. 'Tis not inconfiftent withChri- 
flian Charity to wifh and pray for 
the pro^rity of the righteous > and 
in order to that, for the di£ippoint- 
ment of the devices of ^e wiqked, 
eipecially when they are public eae« 

(0 Math. ▼• 43, [m) Anfwer to ive Lecten^ 
Chap. y. 

mies 



mies and diffairbers of the peace of 
the community. Nor, 2. Is itun-> 
lawful to pray, that God's glory may 
be made manifefl by his iending 
ibme remarkaUe judgment upon no- 
torious offenders, in order to ^ their 
own amendment, and for a terror to 
others. 

The lecoi^ objection is made 
againil the ufe of the Pfalms^ as a 
gliding officf of publick nvorjhip*^ 
againft which it is pretended, that 
fince they were composed upon par- 
ticular exigencies relating to the 
times and circumfiances of their fe- 
vefal authors, they can't be fo fuit- 
able either to the public ftate of the 
prefent Church, cm: the private ne- 
ceffities of particular Chriilians. 

In anfwer to which objedtion it is 
to be conflder'd, that we join in the 
public fenrice of the Church, not as 
private pcrfons, but as a religious 
fbciety ; and therefore as members 
of the fame myftkal body, we ought 

to rejoice mA& ti>o/e that do rejoice^ 

and 
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and mourn vntb tbofe that mourn i 
L e. wc ought to return thanks to 
God, not only for his private fa- 
vours to ourfelves, but likewiie for 
his public mercies conferred upon 
our brethren : And in like manner 
we ought to be mindful of their 
wants and afflictions, as well as our 
own, and implore God's help and 
afliflance for all thofe that are in any 
trouble or adverfity. Granting there- 
fore that fome of the deprecatory 
or thankigiving Pfalms may not fuit 
the particular circumflances of each 
private perfon 5 yet fince there will 
be always fome among the faithful 
to whole condition they may be fitly 
apply'd, we may exercife that Spirit 
of univerial charity in the ufe of 
them, which is the peculiar badge 
of our Chriftian profeffion at all 
times, and the qualification of mind 
cfpecially required of us, when we 
join together in the public worfhip, the 
mofl folemn mark or badge of Chrif^ 
tian Communion and Fellowihip. 

To 
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To which we may add this fur- 
ther confideration, that according to 
the general fcnfe and expofition of 
the univerfal Church, the prayers 
againft temporal enemies which we 
meet with in the PfalmSy ought to 
be apply 'd in a myftical fenfe to 
our conflicts with our fpiritual ad- 
vcriaries : And the thankfgivings for 
temporal mercies do in a more iuhr 
lime fenie relate to that great de« 
liverance of mankind from fin and 
death, accomplifh'd by our Lord 
and Saviour. In whom not only all 
the promifes of the old Tejiament re- 
ceive their utmofl completion («), 
but likewife all the remarkable oc- 
currences relating to the eminent 
perfbns of thofe times, were fb 
many types and figures of him that 
was to come J and of the redemption 
which he was to accomplifh. And 
this way of expounding fevcral paf- 
&ges in the Pfalms^ is authoriz'd 

(ff) 2 Cor. L 20. 

by 
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by Chriit him&lf, who applies tbofe 
words of the PJ'almiJi {0) they bated 
me -witheut a caufe, ami {^f) he that 
iats bread with me hath lift up bis 
heel againft me ; ^which in their 
primary ienfe are plainly under- 
ftood of David's enemies) to his 
own fufierings from the malice of 
the 7/w, and the treachery of 
Judas, 

If) PliO. art, 19. (fi ?bi. zli. 9. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Concerning the Prophetical fFritings^ 
and their UJefulnefs. 

I Come now in the fourdi place to 
make fome obfervations concern- 
ing the prophets^ • and eive diredi* 
ons for the orofitable reading of this 
laft part m ike old I'ejiamertt writ- 
ings. 

I have eliewhere {a) ipoken at 
kirge concerning the great defign 
and ufefUlnefs ' of the prophetical 
writings, and have ftiew'd tnat they 
were intended by God chiefly for 
thefe three parpoies. i. To ad- 
monifti the people of their duty, 
and quicken them to the pradtkre of 
it, by fetting God's judgments and 

(a) Anfwcr to 5 Lectcn, chap. iii. 

mercies 
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mercies before their eyes. 2. To 
keep up a fenfe of providencp in 
their minds. And 3. To foretel the 
times of the Meffias, and prepare 
mens minds for the reception of 
him. 

I fhall net repeat what I have 
there diicours*d upon thefe heads, 
but fhall only make fome further 
obiervations upon theie books, in 
order to confirm their divine autho- 
rity, and fhew the chief ufes we 
ought to make of them, and fiich 
as we may draw even from the ob- 
Icurer parts of thofe writings, where 
we can't perhaps fully coinprehend 
the full intent and drift of the 
writer, 

I. And the firfl obfervation which 
I fhall recommend to the confidera- 
tion of the devout reader of the 
prophets, is thi§, that the btftorical 
and prophetical writings of the old 
Teflament do mutually jupport and 
verijie each others and both of them 

afford 
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(^ord us an undeniable proof of Gois 
univerjdl providence. 

THis obfervation I have briefly 
touched upon already {b)^ and now I 
(hall illuflxate and confirm it by in- 
ilancing in feveral particulars. We 
find for example, the captivity of the 
ten tribes clearly foretold by Hojea 
(c\^Amos (d)y and Ifaiab fejy at a 
confiderable diftance of time before 
that calamity came upon them. The 
feventy years captivity of the two 
remaining tribes by Nebuchadnezzar 
is as plainly foretold by Jeremiah 
ff) and their reftauration under 
Cyrus by I/aiab (g) ; the exadt ac- 
complifhment of which prophecies 
is taken notice of by the facred wri- 
ters, who liv'd feveral years after thefe 
predictions were made (h). 

No lels r^makable is the fiicceffion 
of the four great monarchies fore- 

{i) Chap. i. {c) Hof. ix. 3. x. 5. ^ xi. 5. 
ziii. 1 6. ((0 Aaiofl v. 27. vi. 14. vii. ii« 
(e) Ifa. vii. 8. (/) Jcr. xxv. 12. xxix. lo. 
ig) Ilk. xlir. 28. (bj 2 Chn xzxvi. 22. Ezra. 
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told by Daniel (ijj and particularly 
the wonderful iuccefies of Alexander^ 
together with the diviiion of his nao- 
narchy into four kingdoms {k) ; the 
ftate of the two principal divifions of 
that empire^ under the kings of Sy^ 
rid and Eg^pt (7), the alliances they 
ihould make with each other, and 
the iinall fiiocefs which thefe allian- 
ces fhould have toward the ending 
the differences between them : And 
to name no more particulars, the 
profanation of the tempkT under Ah^ 
tiocbus EpipbaneSy one of thofe kings. 
All which particulars were fb punc- 
tually foretold by Daniel above three 
hundred years before feveral of them 
came to pals, that Forphyry (/»), a 
moft bitter aiemy to Cbriftianity, 
had no other way to evade the force 
of this argument for the truth of 
the Scriptures, but by aflerting that 
the book of Daniel was forg'd after 



jy Dan. ii. 39, 40. avd Ch, vii, (k) Dan. 
riii. 4, 22, and Ch. xi. 3, 4. '" — 
&c, (m) rtd. Hicron. Prtf. 



vHi. 4, zz. and Ch. xi. 3, 4. £/) Dan. xi. 5, 

^. />'Dan. 



the 
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the times of Antiocbus Epiphanes* . 
An ahfurd and groundleis conceit! 
fince 'tis certain, that the whole body 
of the old ^efiament writings was 
tranikted into Greek before the time 
of Antiocbus ; fo that it would have 
been a very eafy matter to difcoyer 
any forgery of this kind. Befides 
that, it apprars by the tcftimony of 
y(^ipi^s (»), (and the ftory, as it is 
there related, has fcveral circum- 
ftances which fofficiently atteft the 
truth of it) that the Jews (hew'd 
riiis very prophecy to Alexander the 
Greaty as he paflcd through their 
country, and thereupon obtained fc- 
veral privileges ^nd immunities from 
him. 

Thefe, and feveral other prophe- 
cies, carrying along with them fuch 
an undeniaWe evideiice of their truth, 
and divine original, will aflford many 
ufcfol remarks to the attentive and 
devout readers. 

I. They 
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I. They warrant the accomplifh- 
ment of thofe parts of the prophe- 
tical writings which remain yet to 
be fiilfiird ; foraiinuch as both the 
plain and the obfcure prophecies 
were utter'd by the fame Spirit, and 
particularly the Revelation in the 
new Tiefiamenty takes the old T^ejla^ 
ment prophecies, chiefly thofe of 
Daniel^ for it's platform and ground- 
work. 

1. Thofe prophecies which im- 
mediately concern the yewi/h flate, 
prove that there was a particular 
providence always attending that na- 
tion ; and they are an evident ac- 
complishment of thofe judgments 
which were denounced againft that 
people in the law of Mofes^ when- 
ever they fhould depart from the 
worfliip and fervice of the true God. 

3. Ihey are a fenfible proof of 
God's univerfal providence, and an 
evident demonftnition that . the eter- 
nal mind comprehends the whole 
feries of caufes and eifedts at one 

iingle 
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iingle view, fees throughr all the in- 
tricate turnings and windings of hxh^ 
man counfels, and over-rulea and 
con4u£ts them to what end he 
pleafes. / am God^ and there Ji 
none like me^ faith he, in the pro* 
phet, {p) declaring the end from the 
beginningy and from ancient times the 
things that are not yet done^ J^yi^g% 
my counfel Jhalljiandy and I will do 
ail my pkajure. The fignal accom- 
plifhment of feveral prophecies utter 'd 
many ages beforehand, opens our 
minds and lets us into that noble 
contemplation, how God carries on 
one fle^y and uniform defign with- 
out being interrupted by thofe many 
changes and chances which are in 
the world, and that confiiiion and 
difbrder which appears among fe- 
cond caufes. It convinces us. that 
his infinite wifdom does imerringly 
forefee the mofl difknt and cafual 
events, and makes them all fiib&r* 

(9) I£u xlvi. lo* 

H vipnt 
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Vicnt to tlie carrying on the -greit 
*ntls^ of providenGc. That God by 
bis aknighty power is aUe to bdng 
^ood out oi evil, las be did light out 
of darkne& >at the beginning of the 
iCrettv&ti^ and. to •make the rage and 
ibry^ the tnalioe ^^nA fier^emfi of men 
to turn- 'to hispraifi^ and his ene- 
txiks themlelves becotne inftrumen* 
tal in promoting his glory: Accord- 
ing to the obfcrvation of the wife 
man, {p) ^y mfdom^ O -Lerd^ 
reaches from ime end to another 
-migkiiiy^ and fjoeetfy doth fre order 
Mill ihingi. 

4. It follows from hence to -the 
fourth place, that the moft ofefcurc 
parts d( the prophetical writings 
ought not -to ^ be diipis*d, ^ if thev 
were ikogether ufeleft. For thougn 
we fhduld fuppofe them ^ no ufe 
lo die Ghtordi 4t ptefent, yet they 
may be ^ful to after^tknes ; and 
^wbat they mean, tbo* i»e hwm wit 

if J Wifl. viii. u 



iwtti, jfi* ^e- may kniym hereaftef 
But bdides *his, even from the ob- 
fcureft propheci^ wc may karn 
this important truth, that the de* 
figns of providence reach from on* 
age to another, and fome greater 
lines of it run through many ages^; 
in ali which tinae there is one do* 
fign puriu'd with infinite turnings 
and great variety of wifdom, all the 
particular occurrences being directed 
by a fteady and unerring coonlel 
to fome glorious concliifion, and 
that with a particular i^ard to the 
good of the Church, the point 
wherein all the great lines of provi- 
dence do meet as" in their center. 

And perhaps this is the beft ufe 
that perfons of ordinary capacities 
can make of the darker prophecies ; 
and *tis not only a rafli undertake 
feg for any to venture the fathom- 
ing thofe deq) things of God, with- 
out the neeeflary helps of learnings 
and being able to compare jpiritual 
things with ^ritual y but it islike- 

H z wife 
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wife apt to lead fuch peribns into 
great and dangerous miflakes. So 
that it highly concerns every one Y^ 
think Jbberly of himfelf according to 
that meafure of faith (^) and know- 
ledge which God hath given him, 
and not to be too curious in unneceffary 
matters^ nor fearcb out things that 
are above tbetr ftrength {rj. 

But there are feveral prad:ical truths 
of great ufe for the governing men's 
lives, which may be learnt from the 
obfcurer books of the prophets, 
without undertaking to unfold the 
particular events therein foretold, or 
to decypher the perfons there dc- 
fcrib'd. For example, the Revela-* 
tion may upon many accounts be 
reckoned one of the obicureft books 
of all the prophetical writings 5 but 
yet without venturing upon a parti- 
cular explication of the feveral vifions 
of it, an ordinary reader may re-. 
iC^eive great edification from thofe 

(t) Rom. jui. 3* (r) Ecdiu. lii. 21 » zjt 

noble 



noble hymns offered up* there to 
God and Chrift {s\ and may likewife 
difcover very ufeful traths frequently 
recommended in it ; fiich as the ado- 
ration of the one liipremc God in 
oppoiition to all creature-worfhip (t) ; 
the relying upon the merits of Chrift 
only for pardon, fendtification and 
ialvation (u) -, that we ought to wait 
patiently for Chrift's appearing and 
bis kingdom^ and inr an earneft expec- 
tation of it, to continue ftedfaft in 
the. profeilion of the true faith, and 
pradlice of fincere liolineis, notwith-* 
ilanding all the iiifierings that may 
attend a good confcience {x). And 
dio' every ordinary reader fhould 
not raflily undertake to determine 
who Anticbrift is, that is there de- 
fcrib'd ; yet every one may certainly 
be informed from feveral paflages of 

(i) Reir. ir. 8» 11. v* 9, 10, 12, 13. \iu i«« 

«v. 3» 4- 

\f) Rev, ix. 20. ziv, 7. zzi. 8. zxiu i ;• 

\u) Rev. V. 9. viu 14. xii. 11. ziil. 18. 

\x) Rev. S. 3j 10, 26. zUL 10. ziv. 12, 13, 

xvi. 15. 

H 3 that 
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that book, *of tlkofe marks; and cha«- 
rad^ers of him, which it moft nearly 
concerns U5 to take- notice of, vi%. 
pride and ambitioi)> and an af&dation 
of worldljr pomp acd grandeur {y\ 
Z: cxvcl and peifecuting temper {z)y 
and fuch as feeks to redmre c^ers 
rather by force and compui£on, than 
by reaibn and argument i, the love of 
eafe and ibftnefs^ and a e&relefsand 
Ittxurious life (a):: and that whoever 
are guilty of thefe tWngs, thq^' aoe fo 
far departed from the true Spirit of 
Ghriftianity. And furelv he d^at takes; 
mraing from the jplain and ficqueat 
admonitions of this book ta aw>ki 
thefe fiuis^ has not wholly loft bia 
labour in reading it, and withal has 
in titled himfelf to the Nejing wlodti 
is pronounced upon dioie who ieef 
tiejSiymgs of it " 




• {y) Rev. xiii. 7. xvii. ^« ' 

(z) Rev. ix. zi. xL 7. xiii. 7, 10, ijr* 17- xvi, ' 
6. xvii. 6. xvili. 20, 24. xbe. 2, (a) Rev. iii. 3. 
Xviii. 3, 7, 9, 1 2, &C. ' 
(Aj Rev. i. 3. xxlL 7, 

'^ Thefc 



Thefc ufes perfons of ordinary ca- 
pacities may make even of the ob£ni'- 
reft parts of the prophetical writings ; 
but I am perfuaded that God in- 
tended men of better talents* fliould 
reap greater benefit from a fober and 
devout iearch into them : and that 
'as a. reward of their thirft after dU 
vine truth, he often admits iiich per» 
fons wtbpn the veil^ and gives them 
th© key of ktt0wkdge tvherewilh ta 
telock thofe facred trcafurcs of Godsi 
hidden counfels. However that be^ 
this one thing is a fiifficient reward of 
their labour, that they have the &tiC* 
kdiww of obierviftg the ex:a£t har^^^ 
mony and correspondence that is to 
be fou^nd between the feveral fymhoh 
zxA figurathe e^prefficns^ whKh are 
made ufe of in divers parts * of thofe 
myfterious writings : which amounts, 
to a demonftration, that the prophets^ 
were not under illufions of an. en- 
thufiaftic heat, or roving imagina- 
tion, but had ahvays fome certain 
views which guided and influenced. 

H 4 their 
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their pen. Accordingly they often 
Word their prophecies with a critical 
Jiiceneis of expreflion, (a remarkable 
inflance of which may be feen. Rev. 
xii. 3. compared with G&^/. xiii. i.) 
and the emblems and figures which 
they make ufe of are as capable of 
being reduc'd under rales, as the terms 
of any art or fcience whatfoever. 

11. Another particular very obferv- 
able in thofe prophecies, which re- 
late to the times of the Meffias, is 
the myftkal fenfe of Several pajfaget 
in them contained under the literal \ 
of which we may affign ieveral exam- 
ples. As, I. when the prophets de- 
icribe the Meflias under fuch charac- 
ters as have a more immediate aipedt 
upon fome eminent perfon in or 
near their own times (c). 2. When 
they reprefent the redemption of 
mankind, which he was to accom- 
plifh, by fuch expreflions as do in 

• 

{c) Si0 2. Sam. vii. 14. Pfal ii. 6, 7. Pfal. xlv. 
&lxxii. Izxziz. 26, zy. Hagg. ii. 23. Zccb. vi. 
xi> 12. 

their 
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I their firft and primary fenfe, allude 
^ to fome temporal deliverance which 
God had (d), or would vouchfafe to 
their own nation {e). Or, lajify, when 
they fet forth the benefits of Uie GoP- 
pel by phrafes taken from the forms 
of divine woffhip prefcribed by their 

Any one that carefully reads the 
prophets, will quickly be convinced, 
that the views which they had of 
future events, reach'd a great way 
beyond their own times ; and were 
not confin'd to the narrow limits of 
their own nation. I fhall prove this 
by two plain inflances, out of many, 
that might be alledged, , 

We will allow that the wonderful 
refloration of the Jewt/b captivity, 
and their return into their own land, 
might be the ground- work, of all 
thofe predi(3:ions concerning the 

(d) Sie Pfal. Ixviii. 22, 23. 
fe) Sie Ifa. xl. 3, &c. xlix. 8, &c. Hi. 7, &c. liy. 
I, &c. It. I, &c. 
(/J See ih, ii. 1. Ixvi. 2o» 23..Zech« ziv. 16, 20. 

H 5 flourifli- 
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Aoari/hing ftate of the Church, which 
wc find IcM-etdd by Ifaiah with a very 
pompoes^ cloqocnce, from fli« 40tn 
chapter to the end of liis prophecy* 
But none can fey, that all thefe glo- 
rious promifes could in any tolerable 
fcnfe be accompli(h*^d fn thofe poor 
remains of God's chofen people, or 
fhoie inconfiderable iucce&s which 
they afterward obtain'd un^ the 
Maccabees again ft their enemies : 
when their condition at beft, was 
nothing near fo proiperous as it had 
formerly been in the days of IXi'vid 
and Solomon^ So that we can't main- 
tain the trath of fo confiderable a 
part of the Old l^eftament^ prophecy,, 
but by aflferting, that the prophet was. 
carry*d on from his firft fiibjedt to a 
more agreeable pro^d of the en- 
largement of the Church under the: 
Gofpel, and perhaps forefew a more 
flourifhing ftate of it than the world, 
hath yet been blefs^d with. 

A ftcond proof of this point fliall 
be taken ftom thofc prophecies of 

Ifaiah 
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I/aiab and Jeremiahy which forete 
the deftruaion of Baiyhr(g)i aadf 
they both defcribe it as a decifive 
ftroke which fliould thoroughly via- 
dicate the caufe of opprelfcd trutfr 
and innocence {h\ and fliould put a 
final period to idolatry (/), and to^ 
the miieries and afHidions of God's 
people (k). 

None can with any fhew of pra»- 
bability pretend^ that any of thefc 
ends were attained by the overthrow 
of the Babylonian monarchy by 
Cyrus. For neither was Babylon itfelf 
deftroy'd till a confiderable tinae 
after j nor did that great turn of af- 
fairs give any remarkable check to 
idolatry. For the Perfians were a» 
great ftrangers to the true God, as 
the Babylonians ; this was the only 

(r) S^^ I^*- 3[''''' »9* 20. Jen 1. 39, 40. H. 64. 
(h) See Ifa. xiv. i, 2, fffr, Jcr. 1. 34. li. i r^ 

(i). See Ifa. xxl 8% xlv. 16. Jer..l. 2, 38. 11. 17/ 

»8, 44* 47- 
(k) 5/^ Jcr.1.4, 5, 19, 2Q. 

H 6 difference 
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difference between them, that the 
Perjians did not worihip images (/), 
but contented themfelves with rcpre- 
fcnting the Divine Majefty by the 
external fymbol of fire, or it may be 
worfhippcd him in feme other of the 
elements. From whence 3ve may 
conclude that thefe prophets had 
Ibme further event in their view, and 
took occafion from that remarkable 
judgment of God upon the Babylonijh 
monarchy, the great enemy and op- 
preflbr of God's people, to give fbme 
general iiints of the great downfal 
of Anticbriji^ the laft and finifliing 
ftroke of the divine vengeance which 
fhall be inflifted upon the adverlaries 
of God's Church and truth, as it is 
more fiiUy defcrib'd by St Jobn in 
his Revelation. 

7et/. Strab. 1. 15. Of Perfis & Medis eadem babet, 
Clera. Alc3c. Proirept. p. 43. A. 'Aj«tA/x«tV //tr 

^iZv \i ^VKet KaI Xi9bj VTUKnpA^tyy iVxff 
"EAAwref AKhi ^Vf Tfc KAt SJ^Off «< ^/a6- 

t]uv fiCFflfwrog/ZS rtJotA^fltl* ffiCur Avri< Bw- 

That 
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That a great part of the propheti- 
cal writings have a myftical ienie in- 
volved under a literal one, is a point 
generally agreed both by the Jews 
and Chriftians. When Chrift and his 
Apoftles explain'd the prophecies of 
the Old Tejlament in this manner, we 
don't find that t\it,yews contradided 
the notion in general, or charged 
them with misapplying the particular 
texts which they alledg'd, as if they 
did not relate to the times of the 
Meflias. So both parties agreed in 
this (w), that all the remarkable oc- 
currences of former times were fi- 
gures of that which fhould come to 
pafs in the latter days. Accordingly 
we find that the Apoftles not only 
argued againft the jfe^s^ from the 
pkun predidions of the prophets, but 
likewife from the rites and ordinances 
of the Jewijb worftiip {n\ as types 
and figures of the times of the MeC- 

(m) Set Dr JUiXf againft the Unitar. c. 2. 
k 3. 

Cn) Sfg Heb. Yiii. 5. ix, 8, i8. 

fias^ 
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fias, and do further take it for gi^ant- 
ed, that all the eminent perfbas of 
foregoing ages, arid the remarkable 
paflages of their lives, did bear feme 
refemblance or reprefentation {p). of 
him that was ta cbme. They iuppofe 
that the preferring Jfaac before Ijh^ 
mael^ and yacob before Efau^ did pre- 
figure the rejection of the ^ews^ and 
the calling of the Gentiles {p) : they 
draw a parallel between tl^ ftate of 
the IJraelites in the wildernefe, and 
the condition of Chriftians during 
their pilgrimage in this world {q) 
And to pafs by many other inftances, 
we may obferve that feveral expref- 
fions in the Revelation allude to the 
EgyMian bondage (r) ; to the apoftacy 
of tne ten tribes begun by ^ert^am^ 
and increa&d by the wicked kings 
who fucceeded him(i), tothcJ5tf^/- 

(o) Ses Heb. ii. 12, 13. 

(pj Rom. ix. 6, ^f. (fj Hcb. iii, 8e m i Cor» 

CrJ Rewel xl 6, 8. xii. 6, xy, 3. Xf i. 2, 3, 4. 

(0 Ibid, ch, ii. 20. xi. 3, s, 6. Chap. xiv. 8. 

bnijb 



kfmjh captwity, aod to the taking 
away of many Jews in the time of 
Antiocbus Rpiphanes (/). As fo many 
ffreludiay or forerunners of the days 
oi Antichrtfty (who is likewife de- 
fcrlb'^d under the characters of the 
idoktrou^ governments, and perlfe-^ 
CDting princes mentioned in the Old 
Te^amem) {u\ and of the grand apo* 
ftacy which St Paul foretold {x} 
fliould iM-eak out, and which that 
prophecy doth more particukwy de- 
&ribe« 

Thefe providential congruities be- 
tween the times of the Old and New 
leftatointy as a learned writer ftyles 
them, do very much confirm the auv 
thoricy of both Teftaments. From 
hence we learn that the Scrip- 
tures comprehend one entire Icene 
of providence which reaches from, 
one end of the world to the other : 
and that God, whp is the beginning 

(t) Chap. ». Zv xiii. 5. 
(u) See Chap. xiii. & xviii* 
(xj. 2 Thfiff. ii. J. 

and 
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and end of all things, by various fteps 
and degrees purfiies one great de^gn, 
viz. The fetting up the kingdom of 
his Son, thro* the feveral ages of the 
world, and will ftill carry it on by 
iuch meaiiires as feem beft to his in- 
infinite wifdom, till the great day of 
the confummation of ^11 things. Such 
a gradual opening this wonderful 
fcene of providence, is a new argu- 
ment of that infinite wifdom which 
contrived it, and fo fully juftifies 
this myftical way of propounding 
it. 

Several other confiderations may 
be offered that juftify the wifdom of 
God's conduct in fore-fhewing the 
times of the new covenant under the 
types and figures of the old. 

I. It was necejflary that the pro- 
phecies relating to theGofpel, and thp 
foiritual benefits thereof, ftiould be 
ocliver'd to the Jews under the 
cihblems of temporal bleflings, and 
liich reprefentations as would ap- 
pear moll glorious in their appre- 

henfions 
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heniions (y) in order to recommend 
them more powerfully to their carnal 
minds, and worldly afFedions. Where- 
as if the nature of Chrift's kingdom 
had been fet forth plainly by the pro- 
phets, as it was in itfelf, they would 
have received the promiies but coldly^ 
and had but a faint defire to fee them 
accomplifh'd. 'Twas the earthly king- 
dom o£ the Mefiias which they fet 
their hearts upon y this raifed in their 
minds an eamefl expe£tation of th^ 
Redeemer of Ifrael^ and made them 
fuch zealous prefervers of thoie holy 
records, which gave them a tide to 
that glorious promife : whereas if the 
fpiritual nature of Chrift's kingdom 
had been clearly fore-fhew'd, if the 
prophets had plainly difcover'd that 
the Gentiles were to be fellow^heirs 
with the JewSy and partakers of the 
fame promifeSy they would in all pro- 
bability have flighted and rejeded the 

fy) I»oquitur Prophtta Figuris^ qua fua e^mn* 
jduat auti : Calvio. in li, IvL 7. 

prophecies 
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prophecies concerning the Meffias, a* 
they did Chrift himfelf when he 
appeared. 

2. It was requifite that the times* 
of the Goiper fhoutd be fwetold with 
Ibme degree of obfcority, and couch'd 
under veils and figures, becaufe the 
yews themfetves were to be inftru- 
ments in bringing about the work oT 
man's redemption by thedeathand fuf^ 
ferings oF the Meffiae : which £F it Ited- 
been dearly foretold, the propheefca- 
would have defeated their own ac- 
complifliment, and we can't fuppofe, 
bnmanly ipeafcing, that the j^&WJ 
when they were fbys forewarned 
would have had a hand iii crue^ying 
their king^ and delpitefoUy ufing him 
that was^ the hope, the expeftation, 
and the gbry of IJrael : wnereas ^ 
daufe they knew Jnin mt^ nor yet the 
voiees of the propbetSy^they fuelled tkem 
in cmdemnit^ him, as St Pa^J tclfe 
them (z). 

ft 

(z)^ Adb xiii, 27% 

3. The 
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3. The veil drawn over tfee pro- 
phecies^ is very fcrviceable to that 
wonder&l Gcndu6l of providence, ia 
a^^iating the jfews to bewitncflcs 
and confervators of thofe very pro- 
phecies which fhew the unreafbnablc- 
nefe of their unbdief. They carry 
die Chriftians books and evidences: 
for them, aa St Auftin {a) acutsdyr 
dhferv'd^ and God hath therefore dif- 
peried them over the wcrid, that: 
^y might beaf witness , to that trdtiv 
which they theoEiielves refiiie to ac<-' 
knowledge, whilft they continue zea- 
lous a^iestors o£ thofe xiivine. osadeSi^ 
whtdi prove that cur Jefos, whonv 
they deay, is ; the very Chrift; O: 
<JW, how wonderful axt thou iw thf- 
^mrks I thrd the griatnefs rf thy power- 
Jhall tby memvet became Hart unto 
tbee (b)j and ftand condenmed out 
of their own moutha 

III. A third particular which 1 
would defire the pious reader to ob« 

(a) iS^Pralmlviii. (lix. fecund. Hcbr,/ £sf ^ //i/. 

(b) Pfalm Ixvii j. , 

ferve. 
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ierve, in the writings of the pro- 
phets, (and which is that part of 
them that is beft foited to common 
capacities) is that holy zeal ivberewitb 
they reprove the 'vices of the times they 
lived in^ and thofe pathetic exhorta- 
tions, whereby they perfuade finners 
to amend their ways, and break off 
their fins by a fincerc rej^ntance. 
Here they give us a true pattern of 
that courage and conftancy, that zeal 
and fervency, wherewith we ought 
to maintain the caufe of religion, 
when they rebuke the vices of the 
great ones, as well as of the meaneft, 
without fear or flattery 5 when they 
reprove great and heinous ofifen- 
ces, with an awful authority, with 
great fcverity againft fin, and yet 
great compafiion tovirards finners: 
and exhort them to repent, and 
turn to God, by all the powerfiii 
perfiiafives of an holy eloquence. 
Fir ft befeecbing them by the mercies of 
God, by all that he has done for 
them^ by the obligations he has laid 

upon 
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upon them; and the right that he has 
to their fervice : recounting his paft , 
favours towards them, and renewing 
his gracious promifes for the time to 
come : and if thefe gentle methods 
will not prevail with finners, they 
then reprefent to them the greatnefs 
of God's majefty, the dread of his 
power, the fiercenefe of his anger, 
their own monftious ingratitude and 
incorrigiblenels, in abufing his mer- 
cies, defpifirtg his judgments, re- 
lifting his Spirit, and rendring inef- 
fedhial all thofe methods which di- 
vine wifdom itfelf could make ufe 
of, to recover finnfers from the er- 
ror of their ways. Thefe difcourfes 
verify that feying of the prophet Je^ 
remiab {c\ that Go(^s Word in the 
mouth of his prophets is as ajire^ 
which makes it's way thro' all op- 
pofition, and like a hammer that 
breaks the rocks in pieces 5 is able to 
fubdue the moft obdurate heartj if 

(c) Jcr. XJdii. 29, 

tt 
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it it be ferioiifly attended to, and to 
beat down the confidence of the moft 
daring ofFender. 

We may farther obfcrve, that thefe 
moral difcourfes of the prophets, 
Bivourvery much of a tme and evan- 
gelical fpirit of piety and holinefs. 
They exhort men not to Jay too i 
much ftrefs upon the prafticil ob- ^ 
fervance of the cenemonial law (J), 
but to fulfil the rightefiujnefs chiefly 
intended by it, in walking not after 
the fejh, but after the Spirit. The 
Jews think tKat the cmef ftrength 
of their caufe lies in this point, that 
God him&lf has declared that the 
kw of ikf^j fliould be of perpetual 
obligation. But thefe difcourfes of 
.the prophets afford an unanfwcrabic 
confutation to this their pretence. 
For 'there we fee the prophets them- 
fclves, who liv'd under the kw, 
fliewing cfien a more excellent way 
of t j^cafing God, than by the ibr-r 

(d) Ifa. i. n.^hnrL 3. Joram, Irii. 21, 2«, 2j. 
|9of. vL i. Amg« v. 21. Mic. lu. 6^ 7, 8. 

• mal 
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mal a&s of an external obedience, and 
plainly foretelling (<?) that the M^t- 
cj/ covenant fhould at laft give "way 
to a better, which I eome in the 
next pkce to confider. 

{0 hr. aa. 31. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Obfervatims upon the Go/behy in order 
to the more ufeful readir^ that part 
of Holy Scripture. 

I Proceed to difcourfe of the parti- 
cular ufes we are to make of the 
writings of the New T*ejiament^ as 
'tis commonly call'd, becaufe the be- 
nefits therein contained are convey 'd 
to us by the death of Chrift, who 
has as, it were bequeathed them to 
us in this his laft will and teftament. 
But the title of thofe books might 
more properly be tranflated the ne^ 
covenant {a)j as it is diftinguifli'd 
from the former covenant ^ which 
God made with the Jews^ by the 
miniftry and mediation of Mofes. 

That 
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That was a law, taking the word in 
it's proper fenfe, requiring ftrift obe- 
dience under fevere penalties : Or a 
covenant of works j denouncing an ir- 
reverfible curfe upon thofe who did 
not continue in an exa£t obedience to 
all the duties therein conunanded (^). 
Whereas the new covenant is a cove^ 
nant of grace ^ and thereupon is call'd 
the gift of grace and abundance of 
grace {c\ becauie it makes merciful 
allowances for the unavoidable frail- 
ties of human nature, and fets forth 
Chrifl to be a propitiation for the 
fins of all thoie who traly repent, 
and endeavour to pkafe a fincere, 
tho' imperfedt obedience. T^be law 
ivas given by Mofes^ but grace and 
truth came by Jejies Chrijl {d) : The 
Gofpel is there cdjicd grace in oppofiti- 
on to the feverity of the law, which 
denounc'd judgment againfl great of- 
fences without mercy; and truth, 

(b) Dcut. xxvii. 26, (c) Rpm. v. 15, 17. 
(d) John i. 17. 

I whereby 
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whereby it is diftinguifli'd from the 
figures of the law, which was but a 
Jhadow of good things to come {e). 

I have already obferv'd (/), that 
the books of the Old I'ejiamenf give 
two difirrent fchemcs or rcprefenta- 
lions of the yewijh religion ; and ac- 
cording to thofe different views of it, 
St Paul gives very different charadters 
of that inftitution. Sometimes he 
calls the law ipiritual (g)^ at othet 
times he ftyles it (h) a carnal com- 
mandment. The ambiguity of the 
word N6^^, as it is taken for the 
yewijh law under it*^ feveral accepta- 
tions, is, I conceive, a principal 
caufe of the bbfcurity of St Pauh 
difcourfes upon the fobje<a of juftifi- 
cation, ind of the many diflfercnt 
opinions, w^hich have been advanc'd 
concerning that point. It feems moft 
probable that the word -Law, as it is 
oppcfed in the Nens) ^(fiament to 

f#j'Hcb. X. i. (f) Sapr. chap. iir. (g) Roffl* 
vii. 14. \)>) Hebr. vii. i6. 

the 
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the Gofpel, ufualiy fignifios that fyf^ 
tern of laws and ordinances, which 
were the terms of the covenant made 
with the yews at mount Sinai (/) : 
Efpecially as their extent and obliga*^ 
tion was undeftood and explain*d m 
the time of Chrift and the Apoftles^ 
both by the didlates of the Jewi/b 
RiAbieSy and the concurriQg practice 
of the people {k). Thefe were a 
body of laws chiefly intended for the 
government of that common- wealthy 
which according. to the nature of all 
political laws, laid a greater ftreis 
upon the outward adt of obedience, 
than the inward fincerity of the 
mind : It was rather defisn'd as a 
reftraint to the lawkfs and difibedient^ 
than as a rule of perfection to the 
righteous (I) : It did not exprefely 
promiiib any internal afliftances (m)^ 
nor fiiture rewards (n)^ nor did it of- 

(i) SeeA^hxv, ^. Galat. Hi, 17. Rom. iii, 19. 
(kj See Rom. ix. jz. x. 3. Mattluv. 20. & ch. xv, 
ii» 12. (/J I Tim. i. 9. Gal. iii. 19. fm) See 
Rom. iv. 4. & ch. xi. 6. W'T. Hcb. vii. 19. viii. 6. 

1 2 fer 



lyi D i,R B c T I ON s far reading 

fcr any method of propitiation for 
great and prefiimptuous ofiences. In 
which refpedts the Apoftle faith, that 
the law was weak through tbeflejh (o)^ 
that it was thejirengtb of fin (p)^ that 
it could not jujtify (q) nor give life (r)y 
that the jfews were in thefejh (s)^ in 
a carnal ftate, and trufted in the 
flejh (?), in fleftily privileges (u) and 
carnal ordinances (x) : That the law 
was a dead letter (y)^ whereas the 
Goipel vrsLSjpirit and life (z) : That 
it worketb wrath (a)^ that it in- 
volves thofe that rely upon it under 
a curfe (b)y that it was weak and un^ 
profitable (c)^ made nothing perfeSl^ 
nor could attain the end which the 
zealous contenders for it propofed to 
themfclves, /. e. It could neither 
juftify them here, nor fave them 
hereafter. Taking the law in the 

(o) Rom. viii. 3. [p) \ Cor. xv. 56. (q) Rom» 
iii. 2o. Gat. ii. 16. (r) Gal. iii. 21. (j) Rom. vii. v. 
(/) Phil. iii. 3, [u) Ibid. ▼. 5, 6. [x) Hcb. \x. 
10. [f) Rom. vii. 5, 6. (z) Rom. viii. 2. 2 Cor. 
iii. 6. (a) Rom. iv, 15. {h) Gal. iii. lo, (r) Hcb. 
vii. iS| 19. 

fore- 
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foremention'd fenfe, we may give a 
iatisfa<aory account why the Apoftle 
ipeaks 01 it in fuch undervaluing 
terms ; and may eafily affign the rea- 
fon why he excludes works from 
having any relation to our jjaflifica- 
tion. And the famous prophecy of 
Jeremy^ where (d) he ftates the dif- 
ference between the old and new co^ 
venanty does very much confirm this 
interpretation. There he exprefsly 
calls tht former covenant^ that which 
God made with our fathers when he 
brought them out, of the land of Egypt ; 
and then reckons up the advantages 
which the new covenant fhould hav^ 
above it ; wherein God promifes that 
hj^ would put his laws into their in^ 
wardpartSy and write them ^ in their 
hearts j /. e. He would require in^ 
ward purity inftead of external obe- 
dience, and a reafonable fervice in 
the place of carnal ordiniances, and 
would put his ipirit within them to 

(J) Jcr. xxxi. 31. 

I 3 enable 
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of the Apoftles, and the manner how 
they propagated Chriftianity in the 
world. 

In difcourfing upon- the firft head, 
I fliall in the firft' place confider the 
principal matters contain'd in the 
Goipels, and then the manner how 
they are delivered. 

The principal matters contain'd 
in the Gofpels may be reduced 
to thefe four heads, i. Our Lord's 
doflxine* 2. His Jtniracles. 3. His 
manner of life, and 4. The circum- 
ftances of his death. 

!• Our Lord's doftrine. He came 
down from Heaven to fhew us the 
way thither, to bring us from dark^ 
nefstq ligbtj and from the ptmer of 
Satan to God: To inftraft us in the 
knowledge of the true Cod, and the 
means whereby we might approve 
purfelves to him. And this he did 
two ways ; more plainly and openly 
in his femions and other difcouries ; 
more obicurcly and rcfervedly in his 
parables; 

Of 
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: Of all his difcouries, that which I 
fliall chiefly take notice of is, that 
glorious, full and admirable iermon 
which he delivered upon the mount, 
and is contained in the 5th, 6th, 
and 7th chapters of St Matthew. 
This divine diicourie comprehends in 
it the very marrow and quinteflence 
of Chriftianity, and ought to be the 
daily fiibjed: of every good Chfi- 
ftian's reading ai)d meditation, till 
he has copied it into his life and 
converfation. 

The great defign of our Saviour in 
this fermon, is to exhort us to ckanjk 
tmrfelvesfrom all filtbinefs both ofjlejh 
andfpirit ; to bring forth the fruits 
of righteoufheis out of a pure cpn- 
fcience : To purifie our hearts from 
all corrupt aflfcAions, as thofe that 
would approve themfelves to that 
God whole property 'tis to fearch 
the heart, and who knows the mofl 
fecret thoughts and defires that lie 
lurking in the retired corners of it. 

I 5 And 
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And: that men might not iatisfie 
themfelves with faying that dbeflr 
Iteart is right toward God, he fur- 
ther teaches us, that we muA: teftifie 
the fincerity of our inward difpofi- 
tions by bringing forth the vifible 
fruits of good wcMfks, jufi as the 
Kfe and goodnefs of the tree is. 
known by it*s fruit : That we nauft 
demonilratc the reality of our in- 
ward love toward God^ by peal aSs 
of mercy and chjffity to our bre- 
thren : That wie muft ftiew all kind- 
nefs to all men, and do injury to 
none ; that we muft not render evil 
for evily but love our eTfemes^ amt ih 
good to them that hate uSy in imita- 
tion of owl heavenly Father, who is 
the moft glorious inftance of free 
bounty, of unwearied patience, and 
of uncorifin'd mercy. 

In fhort the great aim of this, and 
all our Saviour's difcourfes is, to give 
men a true notion of pure mid un*- 
defiled religion I and to preferve it 
from thofe two cankers which are 

apt 
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of it, wbich aFe hypocirify^ ^sA/fi^ 
tual pride. Thofe were the r^ignin^ 
&1S of tlaie Scriks and Pbarifees^ 
whereby they ha4 corivpted the very 
vitals of the yewijh religion, an4 
which rendr^ ^1 th^ir high pre^ 
tences to godlinej^ of none efFe<5^ 
and unferviceaibW ,tO any of th^ true 
QBds of religion. 

Tq prevem men3 being guiky of 
hjrpoerify^ ow Sdvioijir «>ftefi pmis 
them w miad th^^'G^^ i> ^ Spirit^ 
mditbey tba^fcrve him^ tmfi worjhfp 
bim in fpirii and in truth {k) : That 
the true way tp m£k):e th? 09^,fide 9f 
tbe cupcleany i$^ to ^mafi) tk^ infje firfi 
(i/) : That we muft not content our- 
jslvc$ with appearing righteous {m) 
in the eyea of th^ woirld, nor greedi- 
ly feeh the praife of mm^ but that 
i^eh comes Jh^m GQd (;i), the n^oft 
wghtecHWi and ujicorrupt judge, by 

(kj Jo^, iv. 24. (/) Maw niiL a6. («) Ibiid. 
Ter. zS. {») John v. 44. 

I 6 whole 
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whofe fentence we muft ftand or fall, 
and who alone is able tofave and to 
dejiroy. 

Nor was he le(s induftrious to 
check the beginnmgs of ' fpiritual 
pride, a fubtile and dangerous ene- 
my, which very often lurks under 
the dilguile of mortification and re- 
nouncing, of the world. Pride in- 
deed was always deteiled as an un- 
reafbnable and unfeemly vice, but 
yet the world was never taught the 
true leffon of humility, *till our 
Saviour came to inftrud it. The 
foundation of Chriftianity is laid in 
that divine truth {p) that Jefus Cbriji 
came into the ivcrld to fave Jinners ; a 
faithful faying and nvorthy of all ac^ 
ceptation^ as the Apoflle truly flyles 
it {p) : A faying more valuable than 
whole volumes of philafophy and 
human wiidom, which both diico- 
vers our diftemper, and dire<fts us 



' 



(fi) See John iii. i6. Matth. xviii. i f. 
(/) I Tim. 1. 15. 
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where to find a cure. How di^ 
rent from this felf-denying maxim 
were the notions of the philofo- 
phers ? among whom no principle 
was more current .than this, tbat 
vi^ue and bappinefs were in mens own 
power {q). They that were of this • 
opinion could have but Uttle fenfe of 
the inbred corraption of human na- 
ture, and they who were not ienfible 
that they were fick, would not be 
very forward to feek out for a phy- 
fician. Their wife man had no need 
(f repentance (r), . dnd confcquently 

(f) Tis trne that the Philofophcrs did fometimcs, 
when they fpokc more correftly, acknowledge ii- 
vim afftftames^ as hath been fliew'd by learned men, 
partTcularly by Mt Dodtoill, ProUgom. ad lib, D. 
Steam.^ de obfiinatiom Se^, ^5, 56. But the gene- 
ral flrairt of their writings takes no notice of any 
Inch thing, ind the common readers onderftood the 
expreffions they oYe concerning fclf-fofficiency, in a 
fenfe exdufivc of it, as appears by that noted ex- 
prefiion of Horace, Lib. i, Ep. xviii. 

Hoc fatii (ft or are Jovem 

Det vitam, det o^es^ tequum animum iffe paraho, 

(r) Sapiens nibil faeit piod mn debet, nihil pra^ 
urmittit quod debet. Scncc. dc Clement. /. 2. 

was 
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^was not imder any apprehenfioe^ of 
the wrath t9 come. As he &d not 
place his happinefe in God, fo nei- 
ther did lie lift up his foul to bim. 
He was willtogto believe that virtue 
was its own reward^ and made v^& of 
this fpecious (hew of prefent &tif- 
fadlion, only to hi^e his diilruii of a 
future reward {s). 

Thefe were fome of the great at- 
tainments of the Heaven philo£)- 
pbeys, or xdAh/tr great JweUing won& 
of vanity, which their pride feg- 
gd^dd to then>, utterly void of truoi 
and fobernefs. Whereas the great 

(4) So£rates himfclf fpcafc?very doubtfully of thi^ 
Qiatter, in his afiflogy, whofe words are thus trail- 
flatcd b.y Ckero, fufc^ ^^ft.- !• i# "TemfiHs efi 
yam hinc aiire mf, iti mQ^riar^ vos u,t viim. agatis : 
utrum. auumfit meHus pit immvtaUi fiiunt ;, bomir 
ptpi quiditn fcire arbitrar ' ffmJneifa. Wor 4oe# Tu/h 
in .that place, gr in his book Je SentBute fpeak witjl 
greater affurance. Seneca labomrs ubdcF the (amc 
uncertainty, as will appear to any that compare 
the places where he ailerts the Tours immortajicyy 
with his 54th Epiflle and 19th Cb. de Conjolat. ad 
Maf<iam» £yei> Ateti^mms^ bimrdf couB come to 
BO refoluttoninthia potni. Su^K 4.* 0« 13* B^i* 
Ojcpn. 

: ; . defign 



dbrfigH of ali our Sariour's inftnu3:i- 
of» was to exalt God, and to hum-' 
\As man. To this end he taught 
men (/) that they were saturally 
fb^ies to fin and error, that * he was 
eome a Ugbt into the worlds that wbo^ 
foever believes in htm Jhoutd not aiide 
in darknefs («) : That by his dying 
for thesi (x) he was to redeem tnem 
fhwn the power of fin, and the 
nffoges of it J death eternal 5 and by 
hi& living m them (/) he was to 
enable them to bfing forth Jh^it unt^ 
botinefiy the end of which would be 
everla^ng life. He inftrufts us not 
to be proud of our ipiritual attain- 
ments, that when we have done 
oer beft, ftiH we ought to fey, we 
are unfrofttahbfervants {ss} .-^ For- 
aiinuch as all our righteoujheji is But- 
as flfby ragSy and our beft adions 
have fo great an alloy of fin and im- 
perfedfcion, that they cannot be ao- 

(r): John Hi. 6* ^tf) Joka :tti. 46: \^) MutJi. ■ 
zx. 28. JofaA vi; 51^ (^) John jclv;.: ■i9>» ^ 

XV* 4, 5« (z) Lake zvii* lo. 

ceptable 
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ceptable to fo holy and pure a being 
as God almighty is, but only thro* 
the all-iiifficient merits of his Son, 
in whom alone be is well pleajed. 

To conclude this point, the fum 
of our Saviour's preaching confifts in 
inculcating this one great and funda- 
mental truth of Chriftianity, that we 
are nothings and God is all in all ; 
'tis his word that enlightens our 
minds, his Spirit direfts our wills, 
his providence orders our affairs, his 
grace euides us here, and his mercy 
muft- bring us to haiven hereafter. 
So that if we will needs glwy, we 
rnuift glory only in the Lordy we muft 
acknowledge that all. good things 
come fron^ him, an4 nothing is 
truly; valuable but what renders us 
accepted with him. 
. Thefe difcourfes (hew that the 
author of them knew what was 
in many was perfeQly acquainted 
with all the weaknefles and infir- 
mities of his confliturion; and un- 
dei?iloDd how to apply fuitable re- 
. medics 
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medics to his moft prevailing di- 
ftempers. 

Thus I have endeavour'd briefly to 
reprefent the great aim and tendency 
of our Saviour's doftrine, and (hew'd 
how much it exceeds the higheft 
attainments of hum^an wiidom, be- 
cauie it teaches us to know God and 
ourfelves, to give him the honour 
which is due unto his name^ and to 
humble oifrielves before, him^. ^fin- 
fiil duft and afhes. 

I proceed to take a^ (hort view of 
our Saviour's paraiks^ and (hew the 
great ufefulneis of them. 

It was the cuftom of the wife 
men amoAg the ancients to cloath 
their inftrudions in apt ftories and 
fuitable compariibns: Such is the 
parable of Jotham {a)y and that very 
appofite one of Nathan to David 
(b) ; this they did at once to pleafe 
and to inftrnft. to excite mens at- 
tention by gratifying their curiofity, 

M Jndg. ix. 8. (>^ 2 Sanu ziL i« 

and 
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and to quicken their memory by 
entertaining their fancy. Our Savi- 
our took this method to recommend 
his weighty iriftrudions^ and make 
them fink deeper into the minds of 
his auditors. The fame method vras 
likewife very proper Fot another pur- 
pofe, w'5?. to delivejr the myfteries 
of the Gofpel withf fome degree of 
obicurityiand referve ; whdcb he did 
both to excite mens m^vSksj in iearcb- 
ing further into the deep thin^ of 
God, and widial to puniih the floth . 
and negligence of thofe who midge 
taking any pains to learn Goas wul 
and their own duty. This reafon 
you may find our- Saviour himfelf 
iffigm. why he Q>ake to the multi- 
tude 11^ parables, Mis^tb. xiii. lo, 
&e. Thefe were the reasons why 
pur Saviour chofe to convey his 
inflruftions in parables. And wc 
inay obferve in general concerning 
them, firft that tfecy have a pleafing 
variety fuited to mens different ap- 
prehenfions and capacities; and in the 

next 



/i&^HOLYScRIPTURES. 187 

next place that there is an- extraordi^- 
nary decency, • and if I may fo ex- 
prejfe it, a genteelnefs^ which tuns 
through them alL Our Saviour puts 
the caie in aUrlbis pambles on the 
charitaUe fide^ and makes the moft 
favourable repce&ntation of things 
which the matter will bear. In the 
parable of the ten virgins (r), ha 
ii|^o&s the number of the wile 
to be equal to that of the fboUife 
In the paraUe of the h/i jbeep {d\ 
he £^poies but one of an fauac&ed Xxi 
go aftray : And yet the g(K>d jhepherd 
16 content to leave all the refl:, and ga 
HI quell afier that iingle ftraggler. 
Inr ^e dsird place there is, an ^exad? 
decorum obferv'd in^ aU Chrift's. pa^ 
rabies, and every thing that is ipoke» 
is fitted to the cfaaradier of the per-- 
ion v^ho ipeaks it : A beauty which^ 
the critics {e) look upon aa th& 
greateft ornanient of a poem, and 

{() Mat. rKv. 2. (d) l4ikezv. 4« (e) Si 
Plaufom eges— ^tatis cnjaique notandi funt tibi 
mores. Hornt. Art. Poeu r. 154. etianr v. 319. 

which 
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which of it's fclf is fufEcient to 
make it heard, or read with delight 
and admiration : And therefore, I 
hope, it may recommend our Savi- 
our's parables to the nice and delicate 
taftc of our modern wits, who arc 
apt to think every thing in Scripture 
fo mean and flat, as not to be worth 
their reading. 

Thus much we ohferve in general 
concerning cnir Saviour's p^^bles : 
Let us now take a. brief view of 
ibme of th6 mofe remarkable ones. 

To begin with the parable of the (f) 
prodigal : In what lively colours {£) 
doth our Saviour there dcfcribe the fol- 
lies and madnefs of an extravagant 
CQurfe of life, and thehat'dihi|)s arid mi<- 
feries it u&ally betray? men to ; how 
repentance is a nun's comity to bim- 
felf (h) again, and firft of all return- 
ing to his own right fenies, and then 

(f) Lukexi. ii, {^a 

(g) Inter mnes Cbrifti parabolas hac fane 4ximia 
ifty plena affeRuum^ £jf vividis fiHa coloribus. Grot, 
ad V. 20. (b) V. 17. 

to 
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to God and his duty. And yet not- 
witbftanding the inexcuiablenefs of 
fuch tranigredioDs, how ready our 
heavenly Father is to receive thofe 
that return to him, tho' after a long 
courie of difobedience, and how wil- 
ling to pardon their heinous and re- 
peated provocations* 

The parable that follows in the 
next chapter of the rich man and 
LazaruSy reprefents to us with very 
afic<5ting circumftances how apt a 
plentiful fortune is to benumb and 
ftupify the foul, to fhut out all ieridus 
confideration, to make men unmind- 
ful of the wants ^d neceffities of 
their poor brethren, to regard no- 
thing but the prefent gratification of 
their fenfes, and never lift up their 
eyes to heaven, till they fee them- 
felves fiirrounded with the flames of 
hell, and irreverfibly doomed to take 
their ' |>ortion in that place of tor^ 
ment. 

The parable of the king that 
would take an account of bis fervants 

(ij of- 
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(i) ofibrs powerful argumeiits to<x)n- 
vince us of the great equity, and indeed 
neceffity of forgiving others, in or- 
der to obtain forgiveneis ouiielves at 
the hands of God. 

The parable of the good Soma- 
ritan (ij docs very aj^ofitely fhew 
us that we ought to extend our kind- 
neis to all that ftand in prefent need 
of our help, however differing from 
us in aflfedions, perfuafion^ or in- 
tereft. 

The parable of the rtcb mnn^ who 
fkujed himfelf mth the frojpe^ of 
iivtng many years in wealth and joU 
lity (l)^ doth cxadtly rejw^efent the 
canial fecurity of worldly-minded 
men, and how terrible the meflage 
of death is to iiich per£)ns, which 
-very often cuts them off with a fiid- 
<kn Ikroke in tihe midft of their &as, 
^md blafts all their fond hoges and 
•vain e3q>e<Stations. 

« 

(t) Matth. XTiii.;23, lit. 
(h) Luke a:, ^o. 
(t) Lukcxii. i6. 

It 
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It would be too large an under- 
taking to give a particular account of 
all our Saviour's parables, and therefore 
I fhall only juft take notice of thoie 
which are put together in the xiilth 
d^^er of St Matthew : The firft of 
which, die parable of the S^wer^ af- 
iigns die feveral reaibns which hinder 
men from receiving any benefit by 
the many iermons and inflrudtions 
which they hear ; and in thofe that 
follow, as alio in many others, Chrift 
in a prophetical manner defcribes the 
fpcedy growth and progreis of the 
Chriitian Religion, and the ftate of 
the Oiurch here upon earth unto the 
end of the world : In all which there 
arc feveral myflerious admonitions, 
(not to be diicover'd but by a diligent 
^ear<;her of the Scriptures) both in*- 
-ftradting all r^nks and orders of Chri- 
-ans in 'their feveral duties, and alio 
Earning the Church againft thofe 
errors and corraptions, which (hould 
in procels of ttn&e (mt-^ffccad It. So 

that 
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that Origen {m) with great reafon 
challenges Celfus^ who delpifcd the 
plainnefe of the Scriptures, to ex- 
plain the parables of our Saviour, 
and unfold all thoie myfterious truths 
which are there couch'd under em- 
blems and figures. And as our Saviour 
himfelf vouchlafed to expound fome 
of his parables to his difciples, apart 
from the multitude, fo ftill there is 
need of a more intimate converfewidi 
the oracles of heaven, to enable us to 
difcover all that ipiritual wifdom 

which is there concealed under fen- 

» 

fible reprefentations. 

11. The fecond thing obfervable 
in the Gofpels, is our Saviour's mi- 
racles. \ 

I {hall not enter into a large dif- 
courfe concerning the ufe of miracles, 
or the marks whereby we may dif- 
tinguifh tme miracles from counter- 
feit ones. I fhall only obferve that 

(m) Orig, cont. Celf. /. 3. p.izz. 

our 
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our Saviour's miracles were not dc- 
fign'd for oilentation, nor mccrly to 
fiiqwize men or gratify their curiofity, 
but to be really ufeful and beneficial 
to mankind 5 as if he intended there- 
by to inftruA us, that all power 
ought to be employed to the doing 
of good, inafmuch as goodnefs is the 
molt glorious and godlike quality of 
the divine nature, and that which 
gives a luftre to omnipotency it 
felf (n). Chrift's miracles made way 
for the reception of his dodtrine, not 
only as they were a dcmonftration, 
that he who wrought them was a 
teacher fent from God, but likewifc 
as they were an argument of our 
Saviour's own afFcdipnate love and 
kindnefs to the fons of men, and a 
pledge and afliirance of God's gra- 
cious purpofes towards them. When 
he gave light to the blind, at the 
fame time he open'd the eyes of 

(n) Redden Diis bonitatem, fine jua nulla maje- 
fii efi, Scncc. Epift. 95. 

K their 
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their underftanding, that thdy might 
iee the day-jpring from m high that 
was come to vijit them. When he 
made the deaf to hear, fuch a work 
of mercy prepared them to receive 
with joy the glad tidings of the GoipcL 
When he clean&d the lepers, it was 
natural for thofe that were cured, to 
conclude that the fame peribn was able 
to purge them from the pollution of 
their Sins, and prefent them with- 
out i^ot to God. So foitable were 
all Chrift's miracles^ to the great de- 
sign of his coming into the world, 
\and di^fed men to believe that 
he who was the hei^ler of their bo- 
dily infirmities, was beft qualified to 
be the phyfician of their fouls. 

And I think without perplexing 
ourfelves with that nice enquiry, 
what are truly and properly mira- 
culous works ? or when mufl: natural 
powers end, and fupernatural begin ? 
this may be fufficient determination 
of the queftion, concerning tme and 
falie miracles, that wherever any ex- 

traordinaiy 



traordinary work is wrought in a 
manner worthy of God, and bene- 
ficial to men, agreeing with funda- 
mental truths formerly reveaPd, or 
confirming fome new revelation of 
God's will, and promoting the great 
ends of piety and virtue in the world, 
thefe are certain marks of a true mi- 
racle, and we need no better evidence 
than this to diftinguifli God's meA 
fengers from impoftors. 

We may further confider, that the 
prophets foretold {f) that the Mcflias 
fhould come with miracles, and have 
inftanc'd in the principal kinds of 
miracles which he wrought. So that 
here we have God himfelf bearing 
witneis, by the mouth of his pro- 
phets to the truth of our Saviour's 
miracles, and guarding them fi'om 
all fiifpicion of impofture. And thus 
the miracles of our Lord did not only 
give teftimony to him, as they were 
wonderful works in themlclves, but 

• 

(t) Sfi Ifa. xxrv. 5, 6. 

K 2 likfewife 
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likewife as^ they were an accom- 
plifhment of fome of thofe pre- 
didtions, which went before concern- 
ing him. And this muft needs be 
an undeniable argument for the truth 
of our Saviour's ^miflion, to thofe 
that received the (*) writings of the 
prophets ; and thofe that did not, Mf 
by comparing thefe prophecies of the 
Old Tejtament^ with tne events re- 
corded in the New^ might from hence 
be fully convinced of the divine au- 
thority of both. * 

III. The third particular ob- 
fervable in our reading the Gofpel 
is, our Saviour's manner of life and 
converfation *, which was exactly a- 
greeable to his do£b:ine and pre- 
cepts. 

St Luke tells us (0) that the defign 
of his Golpel was to give an account 
of all that Chrift both did and taught : 
implying that he praftifed firft him- 
felf what he taught others, and laid 

(*) Matth. xi. 5, 6. 
(0) AdU L I. 

no 
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no other burdens upon his difciples," 
but what he willingly underwent 
himfelf, and wherein he was their 
pattern as well as their direftor. 

Humility and a patient iubmiflioii 
to God's will; Charity, and a con- 
tempt of the world, are the peculiar 
doctrines of the Chriftian religion, 
and never were efFedually reconv 
mended to the world till that ap- 
peared ; and our Saviour's life was 
one entire inilance of thefe eminent 
virtues. • 

He -made it his meat and drink t9 
do the will of him tbatfent him : he 
went about doing goody and healing 
both the bodies and fouls of men. 
He fubihitted to the loweft offices 
for the fake of others, and was at 
every body's fervice that defir'd his 
affiflance. He condefcended to the 
meaneft company, that of Pub- 
licans and Sinners, when he had a 
profpeft of doing any good upon 
them, and was content to lofe the 
reputation of being a good man, 

K 3 that 
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that he might mcHre effedually 
ferve the ends of piety and good- 
nefs {p). 

Never did fo much goodne& meet 
with fuch ungrateful and unfiiitable 
returns ; and yet this did not diicou-* 
rage him from going on as he had be- 
gun : he ftiU continued unwearied in 
well-doing, endeavouring to conquer 
mens malice by kindnefs^ and over-' 
come evil ivitb good. 

He was the nobleft inftance of a 
iincere and unaf{ed:ed contempt of 
the world that ever appeared in it. 
When he came into the world be 
came into bis owjty as St yobn ipeaks (^), 
he made it, and could eaAly have 
commanded all the glories and plea-- 
lures of it : yet he made himfelf of no 
reputationy and took upon him (o 
lowly a difguife, that when he was in 
tbe worldy tbo' tbe world were made 
by bimj yet it knew bim not. He 

(pj Bonivirifamamperderfi m ionfcientUm per- 
diret. Senec. 
(q) John i. u. 

chofc 
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chofc to appear in fiich a mean con-- 
dition, on purpofe to ^ain the pride 
of all Ivor Idly glory y and to convince 
men that there were things of a quite 
different nature, namely, the favour 
of God and the unfeen glories of the 
world to come, that did infinitely more 
deferve their efteem and regard. And 
he not only deipi&d the glories of 
the world, but likewife patiently en«« 
dured it's afironts and reproaches; 
and when he was reviledy he reviled 
ma again 5 when be fuffered he. 
tbreatned not^ but committed his caufe 
to him that judges righteoujly (r) 5 to 
teach us by his behaviour in all con- 
ditions, to have an equal mind both 
in pro4)erity and adverfity ; to value 
liiat homur which comes from God 
only^ and when we are unjuftly dealt 
with, to comfort ourfelVcs with the 
fieftimony of our confcience, and re- 
fer all to the Aghteous judgment of 
God. 

(r) 1 Pet. il .22. 

K 4 This 
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This eminent example of a patient 
continuance in well doing, which 
appears fo conipicuous in every part 
of our Saviour's life, is of great ef- 
^ficacy to perfuade us to go and do like-- 
wife. It is commonly obferv*d, that 
Exampk is of greater force than bare 
precepty becaufe it fets forth the 
beauty of holinefs to the life, and 
inflames men with a holy emulation 
of imitating thofe works, which ap- 
pear fo lovely and alluring. Precept 
indeed lays a higher obligation, and 
commands with greater authority ; 
hut example .attrafts more ftrongly, 
and hath a more powerful art of per- 
fuaiion ; in which refpedt we may 
juftly fay, that precept is but a dead 
letter^ in comparifon of a living 
example. Efpecially the example of 
our Saviour doth powerfully excite 
us to tread in his fteps, fince he, as 
the captain of our fahJtitiony hath led 
the way > and if we follow him here, 
we fhall alTuredly reign with him 
hereafter. . 

IV. The 
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IV. The fourth particular, very 
obfervable in our reading the Gof- 
pels, is the circumjiances of our ISa- 
viour^s death. 

And here the virtues of humility, 
charity, and refignation to God's 
will, which arc the particular glories 
of Ghrift's life, appear ftill more emi- 
nent and confpicuous.. In great humi- 
lity he took upon him the form ofafer^ 
vant^ and now he fubmitted to a fervile 
and ignominious death, and was num^ 
bred among the tranfgrejfors. Out of 
his fervent charity he fpent his life 
in the fervice of man^^id, and now 
he laid it down to be a ranfom for 
many. He gave the greateft demon- 
ftration of his charity, in dying even 
for his enemies, and offering up his 
blood, as well as his prayers, to pro- 
cure a pardon for thofe that flied it. 
And received the traiterous kifs of 
Judas with fuch an unparallcird 
meeknefs, with fuch a gentle, and 
yet confounding, reproof, as was fuf- 
ficicnt to melt down the malice of 

K5 any 



202 Directions ^or readitig 

any one that was capable of repent- 
ing. And how tender his afFeftions 
were towards his friends and follow- 
ers, fully appears from his laft dit- 
courfes wherewith he took his leave 
of his difciples, recorded in the I3tb, 
14th, 15th, and 1 6th chapters of 
St John^ a portion of Scripture which 
we can't too often read and confider, 
fo full it is of excellent advice, and 
heavenly confolation. This we may 
call the lajifermon of our dying Lora, 
which we ought to lay up in our 
minds, as the pledge of his love, and 
our own fecwrity. And when we 
feel any deje6tion of ipirit, which the 
beft of men fometimes labour under ; 
how doth it revive our hearts, to hear 
him comforting his Difciples againft 
their fears and forrows, afiuring them 
of his love and of God's fevour, 
arming them with admirable inftruc- 
tions againft the hour of temptation, 
and at laft recommending them to 
God, in a moft affectionate and fer- 
vent prayer, chap. xvii. the pattern of 

his 
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his interceflion for us in heaven ; and 
particularly praying for Peter^ that 
his faith might not faih, and when 
afterward thro* fear he had denied 
his Mafter, recalling him to a fenfe 
of his duty by a gracious look, and 
by this firft great inftance of patience 
and long-fuffering toward a believer, 
inftrufting us all not to defpair of 
mercy, tho* we fall into fin after we 
have received the knowledge of the 
truth, but fpeedily to recover ourfelves 
out of that evil ftate by a fincerc re- 
pentance. And we may juftly fay^ 
that the Church was built upon St 
Peter's repentance j as* well as upon 
the confefiion which he made of his 
faith. And when our Lord had in 
fo an affeaionate a manner performed 
all the tendered offices of the kindef): 
mafter, and the beft friend, he abfo- 
lutcly refign'd himfelf to the will of 
his mther, and became obedient to the 
deaths even the death of the crofs ! And 
when he had thus finifti'd his courfe, 
we find him commending his foul to 

K 6 God 
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God in that his laft ejacalatiod, 
Father^ into thy bands I commend my 
Jpirit {$) ! 

Thus our Saviour hath given us 
an example how to live, and how to 
die ; and if we follow this glorious I 
pattern which he hath fet us, neither ^ 
death nor life will be able to feparate 
us from him. 

Thus I have taken a brief view of 
the moft remarkable occurrences in 
the Golpels ; a part of Scripture that 
does particularly recommend itfelf to 
our frequent reading and meditation, 
becaufe it is ip full of comfort and 
edification to all Chriftians, and with- 
al fo admirably fitted to the under- 
ftandings and capacities of the mean- 
eft, as I have already obferv*d, (t) 
and will fiirther appear if we confider 
in the 

II. Place, the manner of writings 
7nade ufe of by the Evangelijls, their 
flainnefs offpeech^ and the other Jignal 

(s) Lukezziit. 46. (i) Chap. ill. 

marks 
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marks of integrity ^ which are fo con-- 
Jpicuous in all the parts of the evange^ 
Heal bifory. 

Our Saviour fpoke with the plain- 
nefs and majefty of a law-giver, not 
with the nicenefs or fubtilty of a phi- 
lofbpher. He made it a greater part 
of his bufinels to preach the Gojpel to 
the poor^ and in condefcenfion to the 
meaneft capacities uied great plain- 
neis of Ipeech. Accordingly the 
Evangelitts related his difcourfes with 
the fame plainnefs and fimplicity of 
exprefiion with which he {pake to 
them, and recommended themfelves 
and their writings by an unafFe<fted 
manifeftation of the truth, and not 
by the enticing words of art and fo- 
phiftry. They recorded their own 
weakneiles and miftakes, as hath 
been already obferv'd (u)^ and we 
can't difcover in their writings the 
leaft biafs of paffion or private inte- 
reft, which is fo vifible in all human 

(u) Chap, ii. 

compoiiires. 
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compofures. The ieveral Evang^- 
lifts' ibmetimes relate the &ine ftory 
with difierent circumftances ; an iin-> 
doubted aipiment of their fincerity, 
and a certain fign that the hiftory 
which they relate is not a fable of 
their own contrivance. Men that have 
combined together to put a cheat 
upon the world, are naturally very 
apprehenfive of being difcover'd, and 
to make all iiire, take the utmoft 
care that their evidence may agree 
in every point and title ; but ho- 
neft men need not be fo fcrupu- 
lous : And this unaccuracy of the 
Evangelifts, if any one pleafes fo 
to ftyle it, may juftly be afcrib'd 
to a particular dire£tion of pro- 
vidence, becauie it (hews that they 
were well afiur'd, that their caufe 
did . not ftand in need of the bor- 
rowed helps of cxa<ft method, ftu- 
died exprefBons, and laboured pe- 
riods. 

I (hall conclude this chapter with 
that weighty exhortation the A- 

poftle 
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pofde (x). Take heed that ye deRnfe noe 
bim that Jpeaks to you in the holy 
Gofpels, for if tbey efcafe mty .wbt> 
^t/^fed bim that ^ake on earth, how 
Joan we ejcape, if we turn away 
from bim that Jpeaks to us from 
Heaven ? Nay, that came down 
from Heaven on purpofe that he 
might ipcak unto us, and converfe 
with us, and become both our 
teacher and our example, 

{x) Heb. jui. 25. 
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CHAP. IX. 

^he priftcipal matters to be ohferdd 
in reading the Ads and EpiiUes 
of the Apoftles. 

OUR Saviour confin'd his preach- 
to the loftjheep of the boufe of 
Ifrael {a) : But he chofe his Apo- 
ftles to be with him whilft he con- 
tinued in the world, to be trained 
up under his dicipline, and be wit- 
nefles of his life and doctrine, his 
death and refurredtion. And when 
he was juft departing out of the 
world, he commanded them to te- 
ftify what they had feen and heard, 
not only in Judea and the countries 
adjacent, but even to the uttermoji 
parts of the earth {b). 

(a) Matth. xv. 24, (h) Afts 1. 8. 

A ftrange 



t 
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A ftrange and improbable defign, 
as it appears at firfl fight ! that a 
few men of obfcure birth and mean 
education, that had neither learning 
nor intereft, fliould undertake to 
propagate a new religion in the 
world, that was in many points con- 
trary, to mens carnal inclinations and 
worldly interefts ; and perfuade them 
to for^e the religion of their fore- 
fathers, which was not only deeply 
rooted in their minds, by cuftom 
and education, but alio had all the 
external advantages of ftrength and 
intereft which worldly power and 
policy could give it. No perfons in 
their fenfes would have undertook 
iuch a defign as this, unle& they had 
been fully afliif'd of a divide power 
that fhould afiift them. And we can 
give no rational account of the won- 
derful fucce& which accompanied their 
preaching, but that he who was in 
them was greater than he that was in 
the world. God choje the weak things 
of the worldy to confound the things 

that 
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that are mighty^ that no Jlejh might 
ghry in bis prejence {c) ; and the 
planting of the Go^l might ap- 
pear to be the work of God, and 
not of man. And when the Chri- 
ilian Religion prevailed over. all the 
ftrength and policy of the world, 
it was a deraonftration that it came 
firom God, becaufe men could not 
overthrow it ; and though they op- 
poied it with their unit^ force, yet 
th^ could not prevail againil it, be- 
cauie God was with it. Therefore 
the Apoftle de&rvcdly reckons Chrift: 
being preached among the GentUes^ 
and believed an in the worlds as part 
of the great my fiery ^ godUnefi^ and 
accounts it as wcmc^ibl a wc^k as 
Gods being manifefi in the fie^^ and 
jufiified in tbejbirit {d). 

Now the dodxine which the A-- 
poAles preadi'd to the pedSonsvcrho 
tiv'd in their own. time, th^ after-* 
ward by God's dice(Sion cotBoaitted 

■(c) t Cwti. X9. (d) t Tim- iiL 16. 

to 
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to writing, for the perpetual ufe of 
the Church in all ages. 'Twas he- 
ceflary that the ApoiUes fhould pro* 
vide for the inftrudion of after-times 
as well as their own (^) ; as they 
were the ^ founders of the univerM 
Church, which however enlarged by 
the aoceffion of bdUievers, or increafed 
in extent by the continuance of 
time, muft ftill be iupported by the 
iame foundation, /. e. the dodtrinG 
which the Apoftles at firft delivered 5 
and which fucceeding times could 
nevCT have been certainly informed 
of, unleis it had been committed to 
writing,, the only iafe and iiire way 
of conveying things down to pofte-- 
fierity. This do^ine is contained 
in the ASis of the Apo/iks^ written 
by St LukCy and in the Epiftles di- 

(e) A/flS Tiff tZv ^^TtToKuv fltpilwf {VLavk^) 
i rif Tere (JLhtioy ^t^ify ih^ei KAi Ttf^ i^ ikuvh 

'WA^^SO'tAf, ^pi^Uffi rs KAt dptM^Bt, KAt i <?9-0tU- 
ffi]aJ 7HTQ ^Qiaf ioi ^ rh tSv Av6fti*ZFUU ^iA- 

liivm yiv^f Chrjfoft* L. 4. de [acniotio pro- 
pc fin. 

redled 
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rcfted to the feveral Churches, in 
order to confirm and build them up 
in that holy faith, wherein they had 
been inftru<aed. 

The ufefulnefe of thefe holy wri- 
tings I come now to confider : And 
fliall firft make fome general obfervati- 
ons concerning them ; and then pro- 
ceed to confider fome of the principal 
matters to be regarded in our reading 
of them. 

I. And firft, I fhall obfervc the 
agreement that is between thofe 
apoftolical writings and the Gofpel 
hiftory, and how they mutually con- 
firm and fiipport each other. 

The ASls relate feveral paflages 
which confirm the truth of the Gof- 
pcls, viz. the teftimony which the 
Apoftles gave to the life, doctrine, 
miracles, death, relixrredlion, and 
afcenfion of Chrift, exaftly agreeing 
with that account of each particu- 
lar which we find in the Gofpels; 
how they all of them joined in 

giving 
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giving this teftimony (/) and pcr- 
iifted in it, notwithftanding all the 
evils which either threatned them 
(g), or were adualiy inflicted upon 
them (b). 

2. In the fiimc book we find ieveral 
promifes which our Saviour made to 
his Difciples pundhially performed : 
As that he would endue them with 
pCFuoer from m bigby and enable tbem 
to be his witnejfes among all nations (/) : 
That they (hould work great and ex- 
traordinary miracles in his name {k) : 
That they fhould fiiflfer many hard- 
fhips for his &ke, but that he would 
lupportthem under their liifFerings, 
and give them fiich wifdom, and pre- 
fence of mind as fhould baffle and 
confound all their oppofers (/). 

3. The Epiftles of the Apoftles 
do likewiie abundantly confirm all 

(f) Afts ii. 32. (g) Ch?p. iv. 21. 

(b) Chap. V. 41. (i) Luke zziv. 47» 49. 
(k) Mark xvi. 17, l^c. John xiv. 12. 
[I) Match, z. 17, f^r. Luke ud. \z, i^c. 



the 
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the conliderable paflages related in 
the Gofpels and the Afts, 

The particulars of oui* Saviour's 
life and death, are often referred to 
in them, as grounded upon the un- 
doubted teftimony of ejre-witneffes, 
and being the foundation of the Chri- 
ftian Religion. 

The .ipeedy propagation of the 
Chriftian feith, recorded in the A6ls, 
is confirm'd beyond all contradidion, 
by innumerable paflSiges in the Epi- 
ftles, written to the Churches already 
jplanted : And that within the com- 
pafs of the fame age wherein Chrift 
lived, when it had been the eafieft 
thing in the world to have difproved 
the matters of feft which ^he Apoftlcs 
attefted concerning him, if they had 
not been true. 

The miraculous gifts which the 
Apoftles were indued with, and par- 
ticularly the gift of tongues, are often 
appeal'd to in the fame writings, as 
an undeniable evidence of the divine 
miflion of the Apoftles, Particularly 

in 
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in the ^rji Epijile to the Corinthians 
we may obierve iiich an evident proof 
that tne gift of tongues was notori* 
ouily communicated to believers, as 
I think ihould be fiifiicient to iatisfy 
any unprejudiced man. We find in 
the 12th and 14th chapters of that 
Epiflle, the Apoftle with great ex- 
a<^nefs diftinguifhes the feveral gifts of 
the Spirit {m)y and gives dired:ions for 
the orderly uie and exerciie of thoie 
gifts, particularly that of tongues («), 
and correfts ieveral abuies which were 
crept into the Church by a vain and 
unieafonable oflentation of that gift {0). 
Now can any one fiippofe that a per- 
fon in his right ienles would make 
an elaborate diicourfe upon this argu- 
ment, if there had been no fiich 
thing as the gift of tongues in the 
Church at that time ? This would 
be to fuppoie the moft abfiird thing 
in the world, rather than believe the 
Scripture to be true. 

(m) I Cor. xii. 8» 9, 10. (n) Chap. ziv. 26^ (^c* 

I pro- 
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I proceed now to confider the prin- 
cipal matters to be obierv'd in our 
reading this part of the New Te^a- 
ment writings. And thoie are of 
three forts. 

1. ^the doStrim contained in tbem-y 
as being an authentic commentary upon 
the G^elsy or a fuller explication of 

fundry articles of the Chrtftian faiw^ 
which our Saviour had but ffaringly 
fpoke of in his own difcourfes. 

2. The exaSl idea the/e writings give 
us of the faith and manners oftbejirji 
Chrijiians : a fgnal evidence of the 
divine power which accompanied the 
frji preaching of the Gofpel^ and a 
noble pattern for us to imitate. 

3 . l!he graces and virtues which ap- 
pear jo confpicuoujly in the apojlolical 
writings^ and prove the authors of 
them to be menfent from God. 

I. In refpe£{ of the doSirine therein 
contained. The ddftrine which the 
Apoftles taught their converts was 
the lame in iiibftance' which Chrift 
taught them^ according to the tenor 

of 
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of Chrifl's commiilion to them» 
Matth. xxviii. 20. Yet the apoftolical 
writings have this particular advan* 
tage, that they are a divine and in- 
fallible commentary^ or an authentic 
explication of Cliift's words in the 
Goipels, wherein the £indamentals 
of Chriftianity are admirably illus- 
trated^ and the myfterious parts of 
our holy &ith more fully open'd and 
cxplain'd, than they were by Chrift 
himfelf. {p) He told his difciples 
whilft he was upon earth, {q) that 
be had many things to fay unto them^ 
but they could not bear them at the 
prefent, and therefore he referred 
them for fuller inflrudlions in thefe 
matters, to the teaching of the Holy 
Ghofl, which he promifed to fend 
down upon them aft^ his depar- 
ture, 

diiyfoft. Horn. »//. in £p. adKora, 
(f) John xvi. 12. 

To 
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To inftance in fome particulars o* 

this kind. 

1. There wcr« fome things wmcn 
our Saviour did not fiilly and clearly 
explain to his difciples, but accom- 
modated his expreffions to fhofe pre- 
judioes in which they had been 
bred up j as when he difcourfes 
concerning the nature and glories of 

his kingdom. ^ . « /• i 

2. In other cafes, tho' Chrift fpoke 
clearly and plainly, yet his Difciples 
did not apprehend his meaning at 
all, as namely, when he difcourfes 
concerning his own death and rcfur- 
redtion, and the redemption of the 
wodd, which was to be accomphfh'd 
by that means. , 

t. Laftly, when our Saviour dif- 
courfes concerning the calling of the 
GentiUSy he doth not exprefs the 
thing in plain words, but only hints 
it in fome general expreffions, as 
when he fays (r), Many Jhall come 

it) Mitth. viii. II. 

from 
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from the eafi and nveji^ and fit d&wn 
with Abraham in the kingdom of 
heaven : or elfe obfcurely intimates it 
in parables, particularly thofe of the 
prodgial Son (sjy and of the houjholder 
that went out at the latter end of the 
day to hire labourers into bis vine^ 
yard ftj. 

In all which cafes, what the Apof- 
ties did not perfedlly underftand, 
they could not be fuppofed exaftly 
to remember; but as the Holy 
Spirit brought oui^ Saviour's woros 
more diftindtly to their remembrance, 
according to Chrift's promife (r^), fo 
by the diredlion of the fame Spirit, 
they explain'd thefe great and impor- 
tant truths more folly than our Savi- 
our did whilft he was upon earth; 
as will appear upon a brief view of 
what they fay upon each of thefe 
heads* 



(j) Luke XV. II. 
fO Matth. XX. I. 
C^J John xiv. 26. 
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To begin with the firft, viz. Our 
'Saviours difcourfes concerning the na- 
ture of bis own kingdom. 

The Jews all along expedlcd that 
the kingdom of Chrift fliould come 
with objervation (x)y i. e. with the 
fame pomp and fplendor which ac 
companies an earthly monarchy, 
thereby to draw the eyes of the 
world after it. This is ftill the 
great ftumbling-block of the yews ; 
and the moft confiderable objection 
they have againft our Meflias is, that 
his kingdom is not of this world. This 
opinion was fo deeply rooted in the 
minds of the Apoftles, that our Sa- 
viour did not think it proper to tear 
it up all at once, but rather to re- 
move it by gentle and eafy degrees. 
Accordingly, in compliance with 
their prejudices, we find him de- 
fcribing liis kingdom, and the pre- 
-eminence they were to enjoy in it, 
*ifj eating and drinking at bis table^ 

m 

fxj Lake xvii. 20. 

and 



and fitting on thrones^ and judging 
the twelve tribes of Ifrael (j). 

But after the Holy Ghoft had 
given the Apoftles clear and diftindt 
apprehenfions of the fpiritual nature 
of Chrift's ' kingdom, and wherein 
the happinefs of it did confift, we find 
what noble reprefentations they give 
us of the glories which are laid up 
for us in heaven, and what powerful 
arguments they take from hence ta 
perfuade us to let our minds upon 
the things of this world. They de- 
fcribe the happinefs of the world ta 
come, by an inheritance incorruptible^ 
undefiled^ and that fadeth not away (z) : 
by a new heaven^ and a new earthy 
wherein dwelleth right eoujhefs (a) ^ 
where God jhall be all in all (b) : he 
fhall reign with an abfolute domi- 
nion, and it fhall be our honour and 
happinefs that God is exalted. They 
exhort us not to fet our minds upoa 

(y) Luke xxii. 30. Matth. xix. 28. (z) l VtU 
i. 4. (a) 2 Pet. iii. 12. (k) 1 Cor, xy, 28. 

t 3 the. 
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the things that arefien and are tempo- 
ral-, but on tboTe which are not feen^ 
and are eternal (c) : and by the con- 
tinual exerciie of faith and patience, 
of mortification and contefnpt of this 
world, to make our/elves meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the 
faints in light (d). 

The feme prgudice concerning 
the temporal glories of Chriil's kin- 
dom, made his diiciples not under- 
ftand the meaning of thoie ieveral 
diicoudes of his concerning his {u£^ 
ferings, deaths and reiiirre£tion (e)» 
The early conquefts and triumphs 
of their mailer was what they dream'd 
of, and could not apprehend how he 
fhould become glorious thro' fiif-^ 
ierings. Whereupon the do^ftrine of 
the crofe, and the faving effc^ of 
it not being underftood by the 
Apoftles (/), till our Saviour had 
Opened their underftandings by his 

{c) 2 Car. iv. i8. {d) Col. L 12. (e) 5>rMark 
iz. lo. Luke ix. 45. zviil. 34. (fj 5/^ Manh. 
zvi. 22. 

difcourfes 
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diicouries upon this fubjed; after his 
refiirredtion, we can't expcd: {o per- 
fc6t an explication of that great and 
fundamental article of Chriftianity in 
the Gofpels, as in the Epiftles. In 
which, Chrijfs dying for our Jim^ and 
and rifing again for our jujlijication^ 
is every where mfifled upon as the 
found^i^on of all our hopes : and the 
doctrine of the crofs is there ipoken ^ 
of as a truth of fiich importance, 
that St Paul {g\ in comparifon of it, 
deipifes all other fort of knowledge^ 
whether divine or humane. From 
hence it is that the Apoftles deduce 
tho£e powerful motives to obedience, 
which are taken from the love, hu- 
mility and condefccnf^on of our Lord, 
and the right which he has to our 
fervice, having purchafed us with the 
price of his blood (Jo). From hence 
they derive thofe great obligations 
which lie upon Chriftians to cxercife 

(g) I Cor. ii. 2. (h) Sei i Cor. ▼!. 20. t Cor. 
T. 15. I Gal. ii. 20. Tit. ii. 14* 1 F^t* i* 18, 19. 

L 4 M 
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the duties of mortification and felf- 
denial ; of crucifying the flejh with 
the affeSlions and lujis (i) : of pati- 
ence under afflictions, and rejoicing 
in tribulations (k) : of Being dead 
to this world , and feeking tbofe 
things nvhich are ahove\ where - Chrijt 
ftteth at the right hand of God (I). 
Thus as our SdiViowvJpoiled pnincipali- 
ties and powers^ and triumphed over 
his enemies by the crofs (m)i fo the 
good Chriftian overcomes the world 
by being crucified to it, and becomes 
more than conqueror thrd Chriji that 
loved him. 

The third inftance which I gave 
of doctrines that may more fully be 
learn'd from the Epiftles and other 
writings of the Apoftles, than from 
the words of Chrift recorded in the 
Goipels, is the calling of the Gentiles 

. (/) Gal. V. 24. vi 14. Rom. vi. 6. i Pet. irl 
I, 2. (k) Phil, iii 10. 2 Tim. ii. ti, 12. i Pec. 
31. I9« (f^c. iv. 13. (IJ ColoC iii. i» C«fr. 

(mj Chap. ii. 15^ 

to 
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to make one and the fame Church with 
the yews. 

The many prophecies of the Old 
I'ejiament which foretel the calling of 
the Gentiles^ were fufficient to con- 
vince the "Jews that in the times of 
the Meflias, God would reveal the 
knowledge of himfclf, and his will 
to the %world more fully than ever 
he had done before. But the extra- 
ordinary value which they had for 
themfelves, and the privileges which 
they fancied were peculiar to their 
own nation, made them unwilling 
to believe that the Qtntiles fliould 
ever be fellow heirs with the Jews^ 
of the fame bodf or Church with 
them, and partakers of the {kmcpro-^^ 
mifes in Chriji by the Gofpel {n). This 
St Peter himfelf could hardly be per- 
fuaded to believe, till he was con- 
vinced by a particular vifion vouch- 
iafed to him for that purpofe (o\ 
And St Paul tells us that this was a 

[n) Ephf. iii. 6. (o) A^s x. z%.y 

L 5 myftery 
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myftery which was but newly re- 
vealed to the Apojiles by the Spirit (p) : 
and therefore not fiilly difcovcr*d by 
by Chrift before. 

And here 'tis proper to obferve to 
what excellent purpofes the Apoitles 
improve this new Revelation w^hich 
was vouchfiifed to them : how they 
take occaiion from hence in their 
writings to magnify the riches of 
God's grice, in making his "ways 
known upon earthy and bringing men 
out of darknefs into his marvellous 
light : how they fet forth the divine 
power whick accompanied the 
preaching of the Apofdes, whereby 
they that were fometimes foolijh^ dijih 
hedienty and Jerving divers lujis and 
pleajiires (q) were wajhedy were jujii- 
fed in the name of the Lordjefus (rjy 
and learned to put off the old man 
which was corrupt according to the 
deceitful luJls : and to be renewed in 
the Jpirit (f their mind (j). Laftly^ 

(/) Eph. iii. 5, (q) Tit. liL 3. (r) i Cor. vi 
11. (j) Eph« iv, 24. 

from 
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from hence they powerfully exhort 
us GentileSy now we have the light to 
walk as children of the light (/), and 
to walk worthy of that holy calling 
wherewith we are called (u) : always 
remembring that we were not redeemed 
from our vain converfation with fiver 
and goldy but with the precious blood 
of the Son of God {x). 

I {hall conclude my remarks con- 
cerning the doftrinal parts of the 
Epijlles^ with one general obferva- 
tion ; viz. That altho' moft of them 
were writ upon particular occafions, 
and with relation to the prefent exi- 
gencies of the Churches to which 
they are directed, yet you may find 
the Apoftles take occafion from every 
hint that is offered to them, to ex- 
plain the myfteries of the Gofpel, 
to fet forth the excellency of it, to 
perfiiade men to live up to the 
height of it's precepts. They defcend 

(t) Eph. V. 8.. («) Chap., iv. 1. 

(x) 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. 

L 6 to 
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to gite particular directions for dis- 
charging the duties relating to all 
flates and conditions of life ; thofe of 
princes and fubieds {y)\ of paftors 
and people (x), of hufbands and 
wives {a\ of parents and children 
{b)y of maftcrs and fervants {c). 
This is a convincing argument that 
the holy Spirit which influenced 
their pens, had not only an eye to 
the particular exigencies of the Chri- 
ftians, who liv'd in thofe times, 
but likewife diredted the holy wri- 
ters to enlarge themfelves upon fuch 
points of doiflrine and praftice, which 
were of univerfal concern, and would 
be for the benefit of the faithiul in 
all (iicceeding generations. 1 pro- 
ceed to confider, 

(j) Rom. xni, i Pet. ii. 13, &c. (z) In tit t 
Efift. toT'mi, and Tuns. Se$ alfi 1 Thcff. v. la, 
13. arJ Hcb. xiri. 7, 17. 

(a) Eph V. 22, £sfr. Co^ofT. iii. 18, fcTr. i Pet. 
iL I, ^c. (b) Eph. vi. i, &c. ColofT. iii. 20,. 
21. (s) Eph. vi. 5, b^u Col» iii. 22> fcfr. 
1 it. ii, 9. 1 Pet. ii. 1 & 

ll.rbe 
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II. ^e exaSf idea which thefe apo^ 
Jiolical writings give us of the faith 
and manners of the frji Chrijlians: 
A lignal evidence of the divine 
power which accompanied the firft 
preaching of the Gofpel, and a 
noble pattern for us to imitate. 

Amidft thofe numerous fedls which 
divide the Chriftian Church, the fo- 
ber men of all parties feem to agree 
in this, that the true model and pat- 
tern of the Chriftian Religion, with 
refpeft to faith and manners, is to 
be taken from the doctrine and 
pradlice of the apoftolical Church. 
And without meddling at prefent 
with dodlrinal points, (as being 
more fubjedt to difpute and contro- 
verfy) if we take a view of the man- 
ners and behaviour of the primitive 
Chriftian s, as they are defcrib'd in 
the A5ls and the Epijiles^ we may 
draw fuch a portraiture of that firft 
and pureft Church, as will at once 
ravilh us with delight and admira- 
tion at the fight of it's beauties and 

perfections 
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perfeftions, and ftrike us with (hame 
and coniufion, when we find how 
much we are degenerated from the 
virtues of our fore-others. It is 
therefore very proper frequently to 
reprefent to ourfelves and others, the 
pattern and fajhion of this bouje of 
Gody as it is delineated by the mafter-- 
builders thereof, that we may all be 
ajhamed of what we have aone^ and 
of our iniquities and deviations from 
it {d). 

We can't look upon thofe writ- 
ings but we fhall every where dis- 
cover with what joy and gladnefs, 
with what reverence and attention, 
the firft converts received the Gof- 

* 

pel, not as the word of men^ but as 
it was indeed the word of God {e)y 
and the poaoer of God unto falvation : 
How highly they efteem'd the mi- 
nifters and preachers of this word, 
and received them as meffengefSy or 
angels of God^ and even as Cbriji 

(d) Ezek. zlili, lo^ 11. {/) i TKef. ii. 13. 

Jefui 
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yejiis (/), in whofe name they 
^ke. From the iame holy writings 
we may learn, how much their 
thoughts were fix'd upon heavenly 
things; in the midft of their employ- 
ments meditating upon God's word, 
and celebrating his praiies {g) : being 
careful to perform their private De- 
votions, at thoie folemn hours of 
Prayer (b), which pious men in for- 
mer times (/) had fet apart for that 
purpofe : And laying hold of all op- 
portunities of joining in the public 
worfhip of God, infeafon and out of 
feafon^ early in the morning (^), and 
late at night (/), according as they 
could aflemble with the greateft fe- 
curity : And when any public cala- 
mity threatncd them, imploring the 
aid of Heaven without ceafing, and 

{f) Galaf. iv. 14. (^) Eph. v. 19. Colof. ii?. 
1 6« James v; 1 3. \Jj) See A^s li. 1 5. iii. 1 . x. 9. 
xvi. 25. I Thcf. V. 19. (/) See PfaJm Iv. 17. 
Dan. vi. to. (k) See A£ls xii, 12. Sc Plin. Epilt 
1. 10. Ep, 97. Tertull. Apolog. cap. 39. (/) A€ts 
XX. 7. 

continuing 
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continuing infiant in Prayers and Sup-- 
plications night and day (m). 

The fame Scriptures do abundantly 
declare how ready the firft Chrillians 
were, to do or ftrfFer any thing that 
might promote the glory of God, 
and teftify the fincerity of their obe- 
dience to his laws ; doing good with 
an unwearied diligence (;?), and en- 
during evil, not only patiently, but 
joyfully {p). What unfeigned love 
they (hewed toward all their bre- 
thren {p)^ and with what a fervent 
charity, even beyond their power ^ they 
relieved the neceflities of thofe that 
were in want (y). How fober and re- 
gular they were in their private de- 
portment (r), ufingthe things of the 
world as thofe that look'd upon them- 

[m) Chap. xii. 5. (n) 5^^ Phil. 1.3, l^c 

Color, i. 3, £sfr. I Thef. i. 3. z Thcf. i. 3 

(0) Ibid. V. 4, Heb. x. 3,^, A6ls xiii, 52 

^p) Eph. i. 15. I Thcf. iv. iq. Hcb,- xili. i 

I Pet. i. 22. (q) Afls xi. 29. Rom. xv. 26 

I Cor. xvi. I. 2 Cor. viii. z, 3. Philcm. vci. 7 
3 John vi. 

(r) \ Thef. iv. I . I Pet. iv. 4. 

felves 
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felves to he Jirangers here^ and deni- 
zens of the heavenly city {^). 

The apoftolical writings afford us 
two undeniable proofs of the un- 
blameable lives of the firft Chriftians. 
The firft is, that the Apoftles there 
glory in the lives of their Difciples, 
as convincing argument of the di- 
vine grace which accompanied their 
converfion {t\ an argument we are 
forced now to decline : And in the 
next place, that whofbever among 
them was guilty of any fcandalous 
behaviour, had a mark preiently fet 
upon him {u) ; his acquaintance firfl 
avoided his converfetion, and then 
the Church turn'd him out of their 
Communion, as a perfon unworthy 
of that holy fociety {x). They did 

Phil, ill* 20. 

(/) I Cor, vL II. Phil. ii. 15, 16. i Thef. ii. 
19, 20. 2 1'hef. i. 4. Colof. i. vf. i John ii. 14. 

(u)ldimdtjua atati teflantur^Juftin, id. Apol. II. 
reetius i.D. 17. & 20. Edit.Oxon. & La6tant» Divin* 
Inftit. b. 3. c. 25. TertuU. Apolog cap. 3. 

(x) I Cor, V, n, 13. 2Thef. iii. 6> 14. 

not 
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not proftitute Church-ceniures to bafe 
and iecular ends, which has made 
them loie all their authority in thefe 
latter ages, but they infiidted them 
fw edtficctim and not for defiruSiion {f)y 
with a hearty concern for the honour 
of God and the foiils of men, with 
all the figns of mourning and ibr- 
row {x\ for him who had incurred 
them, as one who by his fins had 
proTok'd God, had endangered his 
own ialvation, and had dimonour'd 
that worthy name whereby be was 
called. So ofienfive was a (ingle ble- 
mifli in that Church, which endea- 
voured to keep itfelf without fpot or 
wrinkle, and fit to be the Ipoufe of 
the immaculate Lamb. 

This fliort view of the ftate of the 
apoflolical Church, is of itfelf fiif- 
ficient to iatify any confidering man 
of the trath of that holy religion, 
which then firft appeared in the 

(y) 2 Cor. xiii. lo. (z) Sic i Cor. v. 2. 2 Con 

vii* 11^ I2> 21, 

world. 
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world. For we find the Apoftles 
often appealing to tht experience of 
their converts, for the truth of what 
they fay concerning the divine power, 
which accompanied their preaching : 
And it appears that thofe firfl Chri- 
ftians, wno could with the greateft 
cafe trace their religion to it's origi- 
nal, were moft fully convinc'd of the 
truth of it, lived up to the height of 
ijt's principles, and ^led it with their 
death and fufierings, 

III. A third thing very obfervable 
in the apoftolical writings, is, T%e 
graces and virtues of the authors of 
tbemy "wbicb appear there fo conjpicU'- 
taijlyy and prove the perjbns endued 
with Juch extraordinary qualities ^ ta 
be men fent from Gga: Out rf tbe^ 
abundance of the heart the mouth Jpeak-^ 
etb {a)y as our Saviour obferves* 
Speech is one of the furefl: indica- 
tions of mens inward diipofitions. In- 
deed, hypocrites do often fhew great 

(n) Matth, xii. 34. 

zeal 
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zeal for religion, and pretend to all 
the heights and raptures of an in- 
flamed devotion : But they can't aft 
a part fo cunningly, but that the 
vizard will at fomc time or other 
drop off unawares, and they will dif- 
cover a great deal of fpiritual pride, 
or fecular ambition, lurking under 
the Ipecious fliew of religion and 
godlinefi. But the writings of the 
Apoftles have till the; air of an unaf- 
fedled piety, and untainted integrity 
that can be imagin'd; As of fince- 
rity^ as of Gody in the fght of God^ 
Jpeak they in Chrifl (b) ; they fpeak 
as thofe that believed themfelves, and 
were throughly convinced of the 
truth and great importance of the 
things they deliver. 

We can't look into the hiftory 
of their ASis or their Epijiks^ but 
we may every where obfer ve remark- 
able inftances of their conflancy 
and patience in fiifFering for the 

(k) z Cor. xi. 17, 

teftimony 



1 
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tefiimony of the Grofpel ; of their 
unwearied labours in publifliing it ; 
of their hearty concern for the good 
iuccefs of their miniftry ; of their 
renouncing all felf-intereft and world- 
ly confiderations, and feeking no- 
thing but the honour of God, and 
the good of mens fouls. There is 
fet before our eyes their work of 
faith y their labour of love^ their pa- 
tience of hope^ their unafiedled con- 
tempt of the world, their zeal for 
the advancement of Chrift's king- 
dom, and in generat how they make 
it their chief aim to approve thcm- 
felvcs to God, T^o fnijh their courfe 
with joy J and faithfully to difcharge 
the minijlry they bad received from 
the Lord J ejus. Thefe charafters 
carry their own evidence along with 
them, and are of far greater force than 
all the enticing words of man's wif 
dom. They are a demonftration of 
that holy iSpirit which influenc'd 
the ipeakers, and muft needs fink 

deep 
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deep into the minds of all attentive 
hearers. 

But it may not he amiis to take a 
more particular view of the virtues 
and graces vsrhich appear fo emi- 
nently in thfe writings of the Apo- 
ftles. 

AnAJirJi we will confider the evi- 
dent marks we find there of their 
Jincere piety ttnvard God. 

Nothing but a hearty fenfe of 
their duty to God, and a defire to 
approve themfelves to him, could 
have engag'd them in fo difficult an 
undertaking as that of publifhing 
the Goipel, and ftanding up in the 
defence and confirmation of it, when 
it was every where Jpoken agatnft. A 
great part of the world became their 
enemies^ becaufe they told them that 
truth which they had no mind to 
licar, arid had not fo much civility as 
to thank them for their good intfenti- 
ons, and to take the good advice, 
which they offered, kindly at their 
hands. Our Saviour fore-warn'd 

them 
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them, that in the world they mufi 
expeSi tribulation (r), and the event 
juftify'd the truth of the predidion. 
So tnat they could have no rcafon- 
able inducement to undertake a work 
attended with fo much trouble and 
difficulty, but only a hearty zeal for 
the glory of God, whoje they ivere 
{d)y and whom they fervid in the 
Gojpel of his Son (e\ As we were 
allowed of God to be put in trujl 
with the Gofpel, faith St. Paul, fo 
wefpeak not as pleafing men, but Gody 
wiofearcheth the hearts (f). 

Secondly, the Apoftles charity to 

the jbuls of men, and their hearty 

concern for their fahation, does in 

the next place offer itfelf to our con- 

fderation. 

^hey had no greater joy than to hear 
that their children in Chrift walked in 
the truth, as St John teftifies {g). 
Now we live, faith St Paul to the 

(/) John zvi. 33* (d) Adlszzvii. 23. (i)VLoxam 
19. (/) I Thef. ii. 4. {g) 3 John iv, 

^hejfaloniansy 
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Tbefalonians, if we Jiand fafi in the 
Lord (h). In like manner, nothing 
afiedted them with io much grief and 
fadnefs, as when they underftood 
that any. of their converts had 
brought a fcandal upon his holy pro- 
fefllon by his evil behaviour. Who 
is weaky faith the Apoftle, and I am 
not weaky who is offended^ and I burn 
not (/) ? TCbat which comes upon me 
daily y adds he in the lame place, is 
the care of all the Churches^ and my 
concern for their ipiritual welfare. 
This made him fo diligent to avoid 
giving any occafion of offence ^ lejl the 
minifiry itfelf jhould be blamed iox his 
falce (>&) : This made Wva preach the 
Gojpel freely (l\ and wave that 
right which he had of demanding 
maintenance from thbfe to whom he 
prcach'd it, and chofe to fuffer any 
hardftiips, rather than hinder the Gof 
pel of Chrijly or flop the progrefs 

(h) I Thef. ill. S. Sei chap. li. 19, 20. 
(1) 2 Cor. 11. 28, 29. {k) 2 Cor. vh 3. (I) 2 
Cor. zi. 7. 

of 
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ef it {m) : This made him not onl^ 
labour, without ceafirig in the ^ work 
df the Gofpcl, that by all means be 
might fdve fome ; biit likewife rejoice 
in his fufferings for die fafce of it, 
when he fourtd that thcjy were fer- 
viccablc to lb noble an end, as that of 
the falvation of men. I endure all 
things y laith he, for the Ele^sfakey 
that they may dbtain the fahatioh 
"which is in Ghrifi yefus^ imth eternal 
glory {n). And ho wonder that his 
charity was fo fefvent toward his 
Gonverts, bis children in CbrU^y as he 
often ftyles, them (^), when he could 
find in his heart to be accurfedfrom 
Chriji (/►) for the fake of tne "^eivs 
his fleflbly brethren. Such an ex-, 
preffion of charity ai5 We fcarce dare 
venture to interpret, and as much 
e'xceeds our comprehenfion as it is 
above our imitation ! If we would 

(m) 1 Q<sr: ix. 12, 1 j, lij.. See i Thef. ii. 6, 
7, 8, 9. (n) 2 Tim, ii. 9. (0) i Cor. iv. 
15. Gal. iv. 19, Philem. vcr. 10. (p) Rom. 
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give an cxadt idea of an evangelical 
paftor, and the concern he pfught 
to have for the fouls committed to 
his dmt^, we can't do it in more 
iignificant words than tho& of St 
Paul in the Jecond Epifile to the 
CorintbianSy chap. vi. from the be^ 
ginning to the eleventh verfe : And 
in thsijifji Epifile to the I'heffalonmns^ 
><^ap. ii. from verfe i, to -14, both 
which places contain a defcription 
of his own aad the reft of the Apo- 
jftles behaviour in that weighty of- 
fice, and .are ^ pattern for all that 
Ihall fucceed them in that employ- 
ment 

T^hirMy^ Let us take a ihort view 
>of the Apoftles Jimere and unaffeSlei 
xontempt of the worlds as it appears 
every where in their writings. 

Indeed they met with io much 
Jiard ufage in the difcharge of their 
office, as would have difcourag^d 
^ny men that had the leaft regard 
for -the honours, the profits, or the 
pleaiures of the world : But their 

jninds 
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minds were above hch low confide^ 
rations. Hear St Paul's atteftatk>A 
for himfelf and his brethren (q) i 
Our exhortations was not of deceit^ 
iwr of uncleannefs^ tior tn guski 
TKtther at any time ujed HX)e flattering 
words^ as ye knoWy mr a chak ofcove^ 
tmifliefsy God is witnefs : nor of men 
fought we gkry. When the men of 
Lycaonia would have ofier'd iacrific^ 
to him and BarnahaSy we find them- 
renting their doaths with the greateft 
indignation, and crying out (rj. Sirs I 
Why do ye thefe things? We are Wkh 
of like pajjions and infirmities witb 
yourfelves. 

'Tis confefledy that there have 
been thofe who have £icrific'd theit 
eafe, interefty' and even life» itfelf to 
vain glory : But if we fuppofe this 
to have been the ruling principle in 
the miads of the Apoftles, 'twas cer* 
tainly the moft unaccountable vanity 
that ever w^s heard of, and fuch as 

(^^ \ Thcf. a. J, 5, 6. (r) AfUxiv. ij, 

M 2 aa:ed 
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rafted rhoft in contradidlion to itfelf. 
For they that were fuppofed to be 
:govem*d by it, voluntarily chofe po- 
verty, reproach and fufferings, things 
which naturally bring contempt upon 
■men in the eyes of the world, (and 
which none, if in their knits, cmi 
imake -niatter of choice, but upon a 
principle of confcience) and at the 
iitme time difclaimed all worth and 
merit in thcmfelves, and took all 
' occafions to magnify the grace of God 
ibeftow-ed upon fuch great finners as 
Biey profefs themfelves to be. 

The chief defign -of all their wri- 
tings is to exalt God, and to humble 
mant They often exprefs' their de- 
iire, that in all things God may be 
fflorijkd, from whom they acknow- 
ledge roery good a>id perfeS gift t9 
troceed, and to whom they judge it 
tit, that all honour and pra^e 
d be retum'd. 

iftlyy I ihall briefly cpniider tb(a 

mcy and patience in fuffering for 

ruth's fake, of which there snte 

ib 
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io many eminent inftances in the 
writings of the Apoftlcs* 

Not to mention any moic particu-r 
lars, which every one'B reading maj^ 
fuggeil to him, let us-hear the cata- 
logue which St Paul gives us of the 
perfecutions he endured f^J -^ /» 
labours more abundant y^ in Jiripes^ 
above meafurey in prifins more fre-^ 
guenty in deaths oft. Of the Jtv^sfvef 
times received I forty JiripeSy favex 
one : Thrice was I beaten with rodsy. 
once was, IJioned: Thrice Ifuffered^ 
Jhipwrack, and a night and a day L 
have been in the deep\ In journeying 
often J in perils of waters ^ in perils y\ 
robbers J in perils, by my own country^- 
meny ^ in perils by the heathen y in perils- 
in the city^ in perils^ in the wilder nefsy, 
in perilsi in, the lea y^ in perils among 
falje brethren. Ip . wearinefs and pain- . 
fulnefs^ in watchings oft en ^ in hunger - 
and tbirjiy in fajiings often^ in cold,] 
and nakednefs. 

' (jj 2 Cor. li. 23, (sfc. 

M 3 Nodiinj ; 
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Nothing could have fopportcd men 
under iiicn continud hiu-dfiiips and 
dangers, bat a good cauie and a good 
tonfcience ; and thefe two comforts 
made them endure afHidions not 
only patiently, but joyfully. And 
there can't be a more convincing ar* 
gument, either of mens fincerity, or 
of the divini affiftailce attending 
them, than to fee perfbns of a cool 
reafbn and fettled judgment, triumph 
over the fears of death, and ky down 
their' lives in teflimony unto the 
truth. 

Thus I Have briefly fiirvey*d thofe 
imminent eharafters of piety and vir- 
tue, which fo fignally appear in the 
writings of the Apoftles, and arc 
both an evident proof of that divine 
Ipirit which influenced their pens, 
and a glorious pattern for us to imi- 
tate. The inftanccs I have pitched 
upon, are dbiefly taken out of the 
Epiftles of St Paul. But becaufe it 
may be pretended that he had the 
afliftance of human learning, wherc- 

,, by 



the Holy Scriptures. 247 

by his mind was enlarged and im- 
prov'd, we will take a (hort view oT 
the writings of the other Apoftles,, 
who can't be faid to have had the 
advantages of a learned education. 
And here ^tis eafy to obferve what 
an aflfedionate drain of piety runs 
thro' the Epiftles of St Feter^ how 
much edification and inftrudlion is 
conveyed to us in the humble plain-- 
Hefi of St "James. But that which 
more cfpecially oflers itfelf to our ad- 
^Qiration, is that noble fimplicity of 
ftyle and exprcffion, which is fo re- 
inarkable in the writings of St John^ 
With what a native grandeur and 
majefty does he fct forth the moft 
elevated thoughts and fublimefi: 
myfterieSy in plain and inartificial 
words (t) ? God, who diftribistes his 
graces and gifts feverally as he pkafts,, 
ieems to have given to St John a 
peculiar infight into the myfteries (^ 
the divine love. He was Chiift's be* 

(t) S(e tbi bigtmnng of bit GoM, 4md firjt 

Epiftii. 

M 4. loved 
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loved Difciple ; he lay in his boibm >. 
^om whence;, the lovci of God was 
transfufedy and as it were breathed 
into his holy breaft, Hi& fouL was 
tpuch'd with a deep and lively ienfe 
pfit:. His thoughts, were big ^ifh 
that noble argument ; He takes a 
particular delight ii) enlarging uppn 
it, and he trea,ts of it in a plain and 
inartifiQial ftyles. but yet with fiicjb 
a lofty eloquenqe, as is above the rules 
pf human art, anci,can only be afcrir 
bed to the influence qf that holy Spir 
rit which gave him utterance* 

Hoi cum legimus, quern phihjbpbum 
non contemnimus ? How dry and in- 
iipid are the witty fayings, and the 
;ftudied. periods of the philpfophers, 
.wheh cqmpar'd with the words of 
eternal lifey which thefe holy men 
Ipake } The foundation of the relif 
gion which theypreaqh, is folid^ and 
xjot to be fhaken 3 they deliver no- 
rthing. jupona;*hat fubjCift, but what 
they have feen and heard j (and mat- 
ters of fadr are not fo ealily attack'd 
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by ibphiftry, as points of ipecula — 
tion)i The arguments! they pro- 
pound to convince men, jare. nrm and:; 
folid : The motives they ufe to per — 
iaade them,, are weighty and power-- 
fa\,', the beft underftandings muft^' 
yield to the ftrength of them, andr' 
the meaneil are capable of. appre- 
hending the force of uiem. And now 
muft the heart of everv attentive^ 
Tcsideir iurn wiibin bimy wnen he feeS: 
theie holy ^ writers unfold the myfte-: 
ries of tne Gofpelj and difcover the* 
whole counfel of God,;. not in the 
nioords which maris wifdom teachetb^ ;., 
Imt which the Holy Ghofi.^. teacheth^ - 
Who can forbear crying -out) From . 
whence have tbefe men fuch mighty r 
gifts, add whatmfdpm is this that is. 
given to th^m^ , that unlearned and, 
ignorant men. fhould , confound thet 
wifdom of the wife^ and baffle the fub- 
tilty of the dij^ters of this world (u) ? 

Ms To. 

Q AfJLA" 
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' To conclude this chapter : The 
virtues and graces which (hine fordi 
in every part of the ap^olical wri- 
tings, are alone a dem^ftmtion that 
the dodrine which they taught came 
fi-om God, the fountain of truth and 
holinefs : For certainly the Father of 
lies would never pitch upon foch per- 
fons to carry on a contrivance of 
fraud and feUhood, Either make the 
tree good^ and if s fruit go^\ or elje 
make the tree e&rruj^t^ and if s fruit 
C4>rrupt \ for the tree is known vy ifs 
fruit (x) : As our Saviour unani^er- 
ably argues. And as St Paul reaibns 
to the fanie purpofe (yjy tfhatfel- 
hwjhip can rigbteoujhefs have with un* 
rightetntfnefs ; or what Communion can 
JUght have with darknefsf As Iktfc 
cmcord hath Chrifi nmtb Belial. And 
to fay that Peribns of ^ch holi^ 

^upiv< Wi^ifjuaav fhrv^m* ChrjCofL FrmfAt.in 
£p. ad RoBi. 

{x) Matth. zii. 3}. 
(jr} 2 Cos. vi. 1^ 

ncis 
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nels and integri^ as himlelf and 
■his Apoftles undeniaHy appear to 
have been, fhould either make or 
advance a lie, is to fyppofe one of 
thefe two things ; either that God 
Almighty Oiould be aflifling in iet- 
ting up the Devil's kingdom, or that 
Satan ftiould join a helping hand 
to pull down his own. 
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C H A P. X. 

^he Advantages of Rey/lation above 
natural Lights or any^ S^etn of 
the Law of Nature. 

ALtho* we hiavc juft realbn to 
prefer revelation before, the 
Dare light of i]^,turc, as, may eafily 
appear from what has been hitherto.. 
oJ)fcrv'd, and froni a great deal more 
that might be added ubop fo copious 
a. fubjefti yet I would npj|l;^have any 
thing I .have feid milconftn\ed, as u 
it were Ipoken in . derogation to na- 
ti^ral religion. For, I/cadily acknow-. 
ledge, that all revelation fuppofes the 
truth of the principles of natur^il re- . 
ligion, and nothing is to be received^ 
as filch, v^hich evidently contradids 
or overthrows thofe principles. So, 
we are to lotfk u^n natural religion, 

as , 



tb^ TAovY S; c r i p t u r e^s. 2 53- 

asx the foundation, and revelation a? 
the fiiperftrufturej that which adds 
the laii and finifjiing ftrokc to th? 
whole worfc^ 

And in my judgment this .ORe con^- 
fideration is fufficient to recommen.d 
the. Scripture Revelation to every im- 
partial reader, -uM. That it not only 
flippofes and builds upon the receiv'a 
principles of natural religion, con- 
cerning the being and ,proyidepce ojf 
God, and the^ rew:ards and^punifh- 
ments of a future ftate,^ but likewii^ 
improves, and enforces them, by 
placing them in a better light, anc^ 
giving us greater evidence, for them, 
than bare rcafon could liiggeft. 

But alas ! there are too many now- 
a^days that fancy Qpd might havQ 
fev'd all thig trouble, that revelation 
is a clog to religion inftead of a help ;; 
They are of opinion that the law p£ 
nature is a fijfficient . mje for prac-. 
ticCj and the intimations of anothef^ 
li/e J and the general notices of God's , 

^ercy^. ^^ic?^ ^^^^^. ^ff?r? to .u?n 
"^ ' are 
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arc as good a fecurity for men's fal- 
vation as they need defirc. Thus do 
nngratefiil men requite God for his 
mercies; and this is all the return 
they think fit to make to him for 
thofc wonderfid expreffions of his 
love, in fending bis Son into the worlds 
that we might live thro him. 

To convince men of their folly, 
'z% well as their ingratitude, I (hall 
briefly confider the great advantages 
of revelation above tb$ bare light of 
nature y or any fyfiem of natural reli^ 
gion\ and that upon three ac-- 
counts. 

1. Becaufe revelation explains our 
duty more fully and diJlinSily. 

2. It enforces it by a more com-- 
manding authority. 

3. The arguments it makes ufe of 
to that purpofey are more powerful and 
ferfuafive \ and likev^ifc more popular 
and better juited to common capa^ 
cities. 

1. Revelation explains our duty 
more fully and dijinaly ; i^ c. it gives 

us 
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us a more diftindt account of the 
feveral branches of our duty, and ex- 
plains the due extent of each parti- 
cular branch. 

- There is no queftion but the laws 
tf nature are God's laws, who is the 
author of nature, and that their obli- 
gation is enforced upon men by natu- 
ral fiindtions > but yet the authority of 
each particular branch of them is not 
£3 clear and indiiputable, as to be 
6bvious to every capacity. And this 
uncertainty gives a pretence to men 
to judge for themfelvcs, how far the 
obligation of natural duty extends, 
and no doubt but they will fmd out 
fome favourable excqrtion for their 
own darling lufts and vices. Upon 
this account^ confidering the great 
degeneracy of the worfd^ the law of 
nature is too uncertain a mle for 
men to fquare their lives by. And 
indeed here lies that myjiery if ini- 
quityj which is now working under 
the pretence of Deifin, or the main-^ 
taming oatnral religion in oppofitioa 

ta 
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tO: revelation ; viz. that men would 
fain have . a religion of their own 
itiaking, and be obliged by- the. laws 
of God no farther than they like, 
them. So .that there is abiblute need 
of a fuperior authority to over-rule the 
cavilling wits of nxen (-f-,) , and filence 
thofe objedtionS:. which mens luitsr 
will be induftriousto. raife . againlL 
fuch parts of their duty, whidx thei 
are unwilling to be reftrain'd b] 
And.fini:e eternal life is the free, 
gift of Gpd, it muft needs be the. 
paofi certain apd lati$&£tory way for 
God hiipielf to declare, his^ mind con-, 
cerning it, and^.the meani^ whereby 
it may be obtained, 

"If we be fentto read the. laws. 
" of nature in the tables of our own? 
hearts, , faith our excellent bifhop, 
Taylor {a) where fome things are 
d^fordejr'd ^ by pafiion, many more. 
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^f;^ Docemur non infinitis cogverfationu^que pU\ 
nh- iti/ptitationibuSf fed authoritati Cfgugi dbmitus 
bghre Midinpsi 8cc. Cic. de Orat. lib. i • 

(a) p0f dubiffint^ 1. 2, c. 2. Ra^e 7. o. 15. W<. . 
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** are written by intereft ; fome are 
** indited by cuftom, and others 
'•* iniprinted by. education ;, and a- 
*^ mongft feveral men thefe are th? 
authors of contrary infcriptions : 
I iay, if we have no better direct- 
tor than this, whereby to fquare 
our adlions, we fhall find ourfelves 
at a lofs for the managing our be- 
" haviour in fome qf tjie, weightieft 
** concerns of life." 

They that contend for the fufEci- 
cncy of nattu|:al i;eligioQ. in oppofi* 
tion to revelation, or the written 
\yord of God, do not confider how 
much revelation hath contributed to 
dear up mens minds, and give them 
more diftiuft apprdheufipnsi of natu- 
ral truths thap the world had before. 
When a new difcovery is m^de, wc 
find moft people flatter tljemfelves ip 
far, as to fancy that thpy could ^have 
it upon the very fame tning,^if they 
had l^it given their minds to it, 
The fame prejudice lies in t^e cafe 
before us : The word of God hath 

placed ^ 
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i)Iaced the principles of natural re- 
igion in their true light ; and^^hen 
truth is once made plain and evi- 
dent, it feems^ to be fo eafy and ob- 
vious, that every body rancies he 
knew as much before. But whoever 
confiders how much the wifeft and 
beft philofbphers were at a lofe when 
they undertook to fettle the great 
foundations of religion, and the prin- 
cipal branches of moral duty, may 
be eafily convinced, that reaibn is 
but a blind guide in heavenly thinn, 
even to thofe who had m^4e dgc 
beft improvement of their natural 
talent 

I fhall illuftrate* this matter by 
inftancing in a few particulars. 

The laws of purtty of hearty of 
loving our enemtes, and overcoming 
evil with good; thefe and feverai 
other fiiblime duties are exprefily 
commanded, and if I mav fo ^ak, 
MaSied under the Gofpei, But ai- 
tho* moft of them have been re- 
commended as highly reafonable by 

the 
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the wifcft heathens, yet they never 
could obtain the force and efttmation 
of laws in the wcnrld, 'till the word 
of God re«inforc*d their obligation. 
Which one confideration is an unde*> 
niable proof that the corruption of 
human nature, and that degeneracy 
of manners which overibread the 
world before the times of the GoQ)el, 
had fo far obfcur'd the laws of nature,, 
that there was need of teachers ient 
firom God to inftm^fc mankind in 
ibme parts of their duty^ which 
might indeed have been difi:ovar'd 
by the Ught of reaibn, ^hen It w^ 
in ittg primitive perfedtion, but wa» 
in a great meafure defaced and obiit&- 
rated by £dfe priiicij^es and corrupt 
coftoms. 

. St Paul ^aldng oi himielf, whilft 
he was under thcjewt/h difpenfdtion^ 
teUs us {6)y that be had not known 
bift to be ajpiy uniefi the law hadfaid^ 
in exprefs words, tbmjhak not covets 

(h) Rom. vll. 7. 

Without 



2^0 D I R E c T 10 lis Jbr reading 

Without doubt, if he had narrowly 

€onfulted his own reafbn, that would 

have infoi:m*d him> that we ought 

to obey God with the whole man 

and are bound to feive him with 

all the faculties both of our foul and 

body 5, and confequently that the 

irregular motipns of the mind and 

thoughts, w^e prQpedy fins, as being 

breaches of that entire obedience 

which is due to God Almighty. But 

the Appftle's meaning is thiis, that his 

own natural cormption, join'd with 

the prejudices: of his. education,. 

which was ainpng the Pharifees (c}y 

?^nd confirm-4 by the falfci notions o£ 

good and eVil j whkh ran. current in: 

toe. wiQrld,.. hsid fo.. far; blinded his- 

judgment, as to make him overlook 

ib confiderable a part of his duty, 

and nothing, but the expreis com- 

ijiands of the law. could have redti*- 

fied his miftake in this matter.:. 

In T//u«pictf <&f /6K, inquit Jojephu$ de Anti9<h^% 
Antiq. L i2^ c. 13. 

And: 
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And if the law of Mojes were fo 
very inftmmental in clearing up the 
due meaning and extent of the law 
of nature, certainly the Jaws of Chrift 
are much more uieful to that pur* 
pofe ; fo that both together may juft* 
ly be efteem'd the moft pprfed: rule 
of life the world was ever yet ac- 
quainted with, and abundantly fuf- 
ficient to Tender us throughly furnijh* d 
unto every good work. 

2- A fecond advantage vt^hicli re- 
velation hath above tne unwritten 
law of nature, is, that it /peaks to us 
with a more commanding authority. 

The law of reafon is indeed the 
voice of God within us. But yet it 
is but ^Jiill fmall voice^ and fuch as is 
icarce heedod, but by a liftening and 
attentive ear : nor is it of fufScient 
authority to reform ^mankind, con- 
fidering with how much violence 
mens lufts and paffions make head 
againft it. Reaibn am exerciie but 
a feeble authority over fuch rebellious 
iiibjeds ^ it can only admonifli them, 

as 
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as old Eii did his profligate Sons, 
and £iy to them, to&jt ^ ye Juch 
tbit^s f It is ao goad report that I 
hear of you : and in boui caies you 
Ihall find the reproof to be oqi^y 
de^iied. 

How fajga. are the reproofe of phi- 
lofophers, when apply 'd to the cor- 
rection of obftinate offenders ? to 
tell fuch persons that they ai^ in 
contradiftion to their reafon, and be- 
low the dignity of their nature, is to 
make them accountabk only to 
themlelves^ and they will eafily find 
ways to difcharge themfelves from 
fuch feeble obligations. What fin- 
ner would not rather part with a fine 
ndtlon, than deny himfelf the &tif-- 
feftion of his lufts and pleafores ? It 
is in vain to think to rrform the 
world by any rules or precepts, but 
fiich as are cnforc'd l^ the authority 
of God, i}aexfupreme law^giver, -wh 
both to fave and to dsfirtyf ; 
ath the power of eternal uk 
Kith in his bands, and can 
make 
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make the moft daring Unner tremble 
^t his word. 

(*) Accordingly our Saviour, who 
was tbe brigbtnifs of his Father's 
glory y and the expr^ image of hu 
perjan^ Jpake 'with authority ^ as his 
hearers themfelves confefe'd \d). He 
deliver'd his precepts with the plain* 
nefs and majcfty of a lawgiver, not 
with the nicenefs and fubtilty of a 
philofopher. His words were Jpirit^ 
and they were life j they piercea into 
the foul and confcience, and laid 
open the innermoft rccefles of the 
heart ; and in his difcourfes we find 
the roajcifty of a God^ joined with 
the gentknefs of a friend, and the. 
kindnefs of a brother. 

In like manner if we coiifult the 
writings of the Apoftles, with what 
authority do they teach ? With what 
majefty do they command? With 
what feverity do they rebuke ? With 



(*) ^onta eft prwhntia tam»iis 0d itnmiftri 
-dam honunki quanta author itns ad exhtndum: tarn 
ilia fa Hi faciVHi quam ijha contemnL i ertoil. Apol. 
^, 45. (d.) Mattk. vil 29* 

what 
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what tender troneern do they chaftife? 
and with what weighty arguments do 
they perfiiade all Chriftians to adorn 
the (hStrine of God their Saviour in 
all things. 

3. A third advantage which Reve- 
lation hath ^ove the light of nature, 
confifts in this, that the arguments it 
makes ufe of to explain and enforce our 
duty J are more ptywerful and perfuajive^ 
and withal more popular ^ and better 
fuited to common capacities. 

Our Saviour by tJtkirig our nitiire 
uponiim, hath brought heaven down 
to us, and given lis an afHirance of 
it^s promifes in fuch a way as lies moft 
level to our capateities, and works 
moft forcibly upon our afFed^ ionis. 
The revealing the deep things of 
God in fiich a familiar and fenfible 
marfiier as the Gofpel does, carries a 
mighty and convincing evidence along 
with it, as St^^i&^fets forth in very 
emphatical expreflions, at the be- 
ginning of his firft ^i^?/?, T*hat wbidb 
fwas from the kegtnningy which we 

have 
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have heardy nvbich we have feen 
with tur eyesy which we have look-' 
ed uporiy and our bands have hand- 
led of the word of life : for the 
life was manifejiedy and we have feen 
ity and bear witnefsy and Jhew unto 
you that eternal life which was with 
the Father y and was manifefed unto 
us. T*hat which we have feen and beard^ 
declare we unto you. 

If we will allow the principles of 
natural Religion all the force and 
evidence than can reafonably be de- 
fired, yet 'tis certain they are but of 
little ufe to peribns of ordinary ca- 
pacities *, who before the Revela- 
tion of the Golpel, were rather 
governed by the general inftindts of 
natural confcience, and the authd^ 
rity of human laws and cuftoms, 
than by the didates of reafon metho- 
dically deduc'd from clear and felf- 
evident principles. The arguments 
which philofophers made ufe of to 
prove ihe immortality of the foul, 

^ See I Cor. i. 21. 

N and 
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and a fbture ftate, were too nice 
and meiaphyiical to be apprehended 
by the yulgar underftandings : And 
in order to make our perfed: iyftem 
of the laws of nature, men muft 
attend to a long train of proportions, 
and be able to diicover how one de- 
|)ends upon another. 

Whereas in the holy Writings, 
inftead of the uncertain di^tes of a 
Datural law, too often obicur'd by 
paflion, and depraved by ill cuftom, 
we have the Will .of God made 
Jcnown to us by his Son, i»i9 ivas in 
the hojm cf bis Father ^ intimately ac- 
<|Qainted with afl his counsels aini 
porpoies, and was pleas'd to come 
down from heawn, that he miglit 
ihew us die way thither. 

Inftead of a general hope in God's 
mercies, (which thofe have little rea- 
Ion to rely upon, who dcfpifc the 
gracious ofers of mercy tender'd to 
them by the Goipel^ we have the 
pardon of our fins ^I'd to us in lh( 
/bJood of the new covenant. 

Inftead 



Inftead of the ob&ure notices of 
a future ilate which reaibn offers^ 
we have life and immortality brought 
to light by him, who is tbt^rji^rn 
from the dead (e\ ^ and the ^fl fruits 
of them that Jleep (f) : who died 
that he might deftroy death, and 
free us from the dominion of it (g)^ 
aiul rofe again to ailbre us of a u£p 
after death, and convince us that he 
had all power given him by God to 
beftow eternal life upon as many a$ 
were duly qualified for it (h). Our 
Saviour's vifible aiceniion into hea*i» 
ven, was a lively and ienfibk inftance 
of the rewards of another world: 
and it is natter of unfpeakable com- 
fort to all good Chriflians, to con- 
iider that he is gone into heaven^ 
^ our forerunner^ to prepare a placet 
for us (/) in thofe nmnfions of blife^ 
where he fits at God's rigltf hand^ 

(e) Colof. i. 1 8. ' (/) I Cor. xv. ao . 

{g) Heb. ii, 14, 15. (h) John xvii. z, Rom^' 
xiv. 9. ^ee i Cor. i. 21. («; Joha xiv. z Hcb» 
vi. 20. 

N z and' 
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ttnd makes interceflion for us, as a 
merciful and faithful bigb-priejtt who 
is both able and willing to fitccmr 
them that are tempted \k\ being 
touch'd with a companionate ienfe 
of the weaknelles and frailties of hu- 
man nature ; forafmuch as in the 
days of hisfiifh he himiclf was com- 
pafled about with the iame infirmi- 
ties, and was in all points tempted 
like as we are (t). All which confi- 
derations give us all imaginable aflUr- 
ance, that if we be not wanting to 
ourfclves, nothing ibxU be able tofepa- 
rate us from the love of God^ in Jefus 
Cbrifl our Lord {m). 

The fecred writers never fpeak up- 
on this fubjedt, but in a tri'uniphaiit 
ftyle, and in a holy rapture of fpiri- 
tual joy. // is Cbrifi that died^ iailh 
St Paul {n), yea^ rather that is rifen 
again, who is even at the right band 

C*) Heb. ii._i7, j8. (/) Zvf^-r^hgjt i^ur 

t(. C'em. Alex.Pedagog 1. 1. c. 8. (mj Rem. 
39. (a) Jbid. V. 33, (Sft, 
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of God ^ 'who makes intercejjion for us > 
and in all our adverfities we jhall be 
more than conquerors thrd him that 
loved us. JVhen Chrijt who is our 
life Jhall appear ^ we Jhall appear with 
him in glory y faith the fame Apoftle 
{0). To the fame purpofe are thoie 
admirable words of St Peter {p\ 
whom not Jeeing ye love^ in whomy 
though now ye Jee him noty yet believ^ 
ingj ye rejeice with joy unfpeakable and 
full of glory. All which expreflions 
fo nill of heavenly comfort are 
rounded upon the words of Chrift 
imfelf, recorded by St yohn^ be-- 
caufe I livey ye Jhall live aljb [q) : 
And again, at the beginning of the 
Revelation {r)y where our Saviour ap- 
pearing to St John liipports and con- 
firms his faitn by thofe remarkable 
words, fear noty I am thefrjl and 
the lajl : I am he that liveth and was 
deady and behold L am alive for ever-- 

{0) Colof. ill. 3. (^) I Pet, i. 8. Cf) John 
ziv* 19. (r) Chap. i. 17» i8. 

N 3 more^ 
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more J and have the keys of bell and of 
death. 

What ar^ments can reafon lug- 
geft to us of God's love toward 
mankind, which are comparable to 
thofe that are taken from this con- 
fideration, that he has given us his 
^^^ (f) ^ The grcateft gift that he 
was able to beftpw, or we capable 
of receiving. Or what motives of 
obedience can be ib forcible, as thofe 
which our Saviour's wonderfiil love 
and kindnefs, hb amazing humility 
and condeicenlion do ftirnifh us 
with? when we refleft upon all 
that he has done and fuf&red for us, 
the obligations he hath laid upon 
us, and the right that he has to our 
fcrvice, as having purchafed us with 
the price of his blood. What a 
powerful perfiiafive to obedience do 
thofe words of Chrift contain in 
them, (t) As my -Father has hved 

(/) Johniii. 1 6, (/) John XV. 9, 10. 

me^ 
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me^ Jo have I loved you j continue ye 
in my love : If ye keep my command' 
merits ye jhall abide in my love. To 
refleft upon bis love conftraining 
us, gratitude obliging us, redemptioa 
engaging us to be his fervants^ does 
without queftion afford the ftrongeft 
comforts againft our fears, the great- 
-eft encouragement to the perfor- 
mance of cwr duty, and the moft 
powerful prefervative* in the time of 
temptation, that can be deiired. 

And do thefe confolations of God 
feem fmall unto us f or is their any 
iecret method of obtaining heaven 
and happincfs, which hath been 
luckily found out by the ivits of the 
prefent age, as much inferior to thesr 
heathen predecejfors in parts, as they 
are in ingenuity, after it had lain hid 
£b long, and was undifcovered by all 
the eminent fages of the Gentile 
world ? Who miferably grc^'d like 
the blind in their fearch after heaven- 
ly truth, and wifh for a better guide 
than they found their own reafon to 

N 4 be 
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be * to dire£t them in the untrod- 
den paths of pure and undefiled re- 
Ugion. 

So great is our natural blindne/s 
in things relating to God, fo great is 
the averfeneis of our wills to the 
ipiritual exercifes of Religion, that 
all the helps both of nature and 
grace are little enough to enable us 
rightly to difcharge our duty, -j* 
Surely then God's mercy ought to 
be thankfully acknowledged if he 

(*) Utinam talm £tcilc vera inicenire pofTeniy 
quam falfa cooTiacere : C/V. Ub^ i. de Nat. Dior, 
Tliere is a remarkable paflage to the fame Purpofe 
ihPUtt'i Phaedro, tap, 23. where fpeaking of the 
cnqnirkt of reafon, concerning a future ftate, he 
compares ic*a affiftance to a boat or vefTel that carries 

05 thro* the waves of this troublefome world, and 
then adds this further reflexion, £1 ^n nt /uVa/- 

o74f« oX«/^*'^» MetlOT AOrOT npi^ 
J^iei'Tro^v ^tivAi • unlefs a man can have a fafer and 
fecarer paflage by the help of fome (Irojiger vciTe], 
or a Divine Revelation. 

f Ecce adhuc tepefcimus, auditis tot fignis tuis 

6 doflrinis : quid fieret, fi tantum lumen ad te fe- 
quendum non haberemas f Kemfis de imit. Cbrifth 
lib. 3. c. 18. 

vouchiafes 
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vouchiafes us greater meafiires of 
ftrength and knowlc^ in order to 
this end, than the ^ixe light and 
powers of nature can furnilh us 
with : And it is a great argument 
both of his wifdom and goodneft, 
that when Ai hadf> much abounded 
in the world, grace Jbmld much more 



N 5 "Xbt 



^74 D J » K c T I o N s ^r reading 






The Conclusion. 



FO R a concluiion to the whole, 
I fhall give the reader a genei^ 
view of the reafons which prove the 
Scriptures to be the word of God ; 
all which join'd together will amount 
to the force of a demonft ration. 

In fhort then ; this book contains 
the moft ancient records which are 
extant in the world, and informs us 
of the moft remarkable occurrences 
that ever happened in it. It gives us 
an account of the beginning of the 
world, and affords us a prolpedt unto 
the end of it : nay, it leads us be- 
yond it, and (hews u^ the way to a 
better, that new heaven^ and new . 
earthy wherein (kidls righteoujhefs. 

Thefe holy writings are the only 
means of coming to the knowledge 

of 
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of God and of ourfclves : they open 
an intercourfe between heaven and 
earth, by the account they give us of 
the feveral traniaftions between God 
and man, efpecially the wonderful 
contrivance of man's redemption, 
and that gracious covenant made with 
him by God in Chrift. 

The Bible inftruda us in fiich 
liiblime truths, as are fufficient to 
raife admiration in the greateft un- 
derftandings, and yet delivers them 
in filch plainnefs and fimplicity of 
expreffioQ, as isproper at once to in- 
form, and to affed: the meaneft ca- 
pacities. It lays down the moft per- 
fedt rales and directions for all ftates 
and conditions of life,, oflTcFs the moft 
powerful motive to pcrfuade men to 
pradife accordingly. 

Although the feveral books of it 
were written in diftant ages, by per- 
sons of ddffereiit qualities, conditions 
and ioterefts, with great variety both 
of matter and manner of expreffion ; 
yjet they all agree in teaching the 

N 6 feme 
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fundamental truths, and promoting 
one and the fame excellent defign, 
mz. the glory of God, and the eter- 
nal happinels of men. The feveral 
parts of holy Writ do likewife cor- 
roborate each other's teftimohy j what 
one part promifes, the other per- 
forms ; what is prophefied in the 
Old I'ejiamenty we find accomplifh'd 
in the New. 

Thus far the holy Scriptures car- 
ry their own evidence along with 
them. But if we proceed to examine 
the external proofs of their divine au- 
thority, we fhall find ourfelves en- 
compafs'd with a whole cloud of wit- 
nejfes. 

Thefe holy books have flood the 
teft of the moft inquifitive men in all 
ages, and bore up againft the injuries 
of time itfelf, that devours all tilings. 
yews and Gentiles^ as well as Cbri^ 
Jiians, have fome way or other given 
teftimony to their truth. The bea- 
thcns never durft call in queftion the 
principal miracles therein related, 

which 
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which are the credentials of it's divine 
authority, and the feal which God 
hath fet to this his will and tejlament. 
The oldeft monuments of the hea- 
then ftory, and all their ancient 
theology is derived from the Scrip- 
tures {a\ xho difguifed with fables 
for the confirming their own liiper- 
ftitions and idolatries. 

The Jews are zealous ailerters of 
the authority of thofe very prophe- 
cies, which bear witnels to that 
Chrift whom they themfelves refufe 
to acknowledge. 

The Chriftians of all ages, a great 
and venerable body of men, have re- 
verenced thefe books as the oracles of 
heaven. Na body ever throughly 
fearch'd into them, and liv*d up to 
their diredtions, that ever found caufe 
to repent them of their pains. On 
the contrary, the wifeft and befl: 

(a) See this futh frovd by the learned Huetiu% 
in bis Qaaeftiones Alnetans, & Demonllrat. Evangel. 
Prop. 4. caf. 3. &c, 

of 
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of men, the more they have ftudied 
them, the more caufe they have 
found to admire them, and ftUl the 
greater comfort and fatisfadtion they 
have felt, by being devoutly exer-^ 
cifedinthem. 

To conclude, if thk book everj^ 
'V^raj.anfwers all the ends of Revela- 
tion, if it propofes fuitable remedies 
to all the 4^fe<9:s of human nature, 
if it fetteth forth namral truths Iq 
their proper light, and difqovers fuper-r 
natural oues iu a way worthy 01 th^ 
majefty of God, and moft effedh^al 
to give fatisfaiStion to the inquifitive 
minds of men ; I fey, if all thefc 
eharafters of a divine original, are 
to be found ia thefc holy Writings, 
and in now other, then we muft con-^ 
oliide, either that God never vouch- 
id&A to make any extraordinary Re^ 
velj^tion of his wiU to the world, or 
that the Scripmres which we em- 
brace as the word of Gpd^ are that 
very Rwektion. 

Ifhall 
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I (ball clofe up this argument 
with thofe excellent words of Tatian^ 
\n his oration to the GrefkSy where 
he gives this account of his conver- 
iiop to Chriftianity (^) : When J 
gave my mindy £iith he, to a feriom 
fearch after trutbj it happened that J 
met with books written tn a barbarous 
language^ wbicby in re^^ to the 
4oBrine contained in them, 'were muck 
Qlder thain any i^ri tings of the Greeks, 
and contain' d divine truths in ofipqfitioff 
(a their errors anAfuperfiitions. And 
I 'Waf fully co^vinf'd of the truth of 
tbeje writings^ from the fdainn^Js and 
V^mffe^e^fi of tl^ ftykx f^^m the fn-^ 
cerity (f tU ^y^rit^rs^ from the intel^ 

(b) Ti^^^)lo]l'^^ fJ,M T<i a.T>i£filtlA crtj.vi^ti y^-^ 
/i^ ^f ^Ffof Tti Ewni^&f^ i^oyiJLAlety ^iiofi^i4 

'jrAs^.fytKl/.ATaV T^ i^AKTiOK KAi TfcV ohaV T^ • 

fjitiVA^-)^iK9V, Tadan« OrAt. ad Grsecos, it. 46. Edit 
Oxon. 

ligible 
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ligible account they give of the creation 
of the worlds from the prophetical 
forefight they contain of things to 
come^ from the excellency of their pre^ 
ceptSy and hecaufe the whole defign tf 
thofe hooks is to inftruB men in the 
knowledge and wor/hip of the one true 
God. 

With what reverence and atten- 
tion, with what joy and gladnefs 
ought we then to receive thefe holy- 
oracles ? not as the words ofmen^ ex- 
treamly liable to error and uncer- 
tainty, efpecially in matters of the 
greateft importance, but as they are 
in truth the words of God^ the author 
of eternal happinefs, and the only in- 
fallible guide and conduftor thither. 
When many withdrew themfelves 
from our Saviour's inftru<9ions, St 
Peter thus exprej&'d his fteady adhe- 
rence to his Matter's words and doc- 
trine {c)y Lordy fiiith he, to whom 
Jhouldwe go? thou haji the words of 

(c) John vi. 68* 

eternal 
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eternal life. And we may juftly ap* 
ply the fame words to our own cafe> 
to confirm ourfelves in our moft holy 
faith 5 and when we find it attack'4 
by the open aflaults, or fly infinua- 
tions of our modern fceptics and in- 
fidels, this will be a fufficient reply 
to demand of them, to whomjhall we 
go ? Shall we go to the men of rea- 
fon ? But every man is forward to 
think his own reafon as good as 
his neighbour's j and reafon never 
puts on fo many different fhapes, as 
when it undertakes to determine 
points of religion. Or fliall we ap- 
ply ourfelves to the philofophers for 
greater certainty and better informa- 
tion ? the holy Writings alone contain 
the words of eternal life ; a tmth which 
the wifefl heathens never arriv'd to a 
certain knowledge of themfelves, 
much lefs could they give their fcho- 
lars any &tisfad:ion or aflurance in fb 
important a point : Learn of me^ &AXh 
our Saviour (d)^ for I am meek and 

(d) Matth. zi. 29. 

lowly 
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bwly of hearty aridyejhalljind rejl un^ 
to your fouls. Let us learn of him, the 
gentkit Mafter, and the kindeft In- 
ftrudtor, who will have compaffion 
on our ignorances, and help our in- 
firmities, who will fupply our imper- 
fcdlions with his own all-fiifficient 
merits, and reward thofe good works 
which he himfelf has wrought in us^ 
with an eternal weight of glory. His 
laws are the light of our eyes, and 
the joy of our hearts 5 his Goipel is a 
guide of the blind^ an inJiruSlor of the 
foolipy a teacher of babes y a light that 
jhines in a dark piace^ and clears up 
the doubts of our dim reafon ; and if 
we follow, it's condufl: will lead thro* 
this vale of mifery into thofe blefled 
regions, . where there is light, and 
life, and bappinefs for evermwe. 
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A jhort Prayer to be ufed by any one 
alone in the Morning. 

I Adore thee, O Lord, the poflef- 
for of Heaven and Earth : Who 
furpafleth all our thoughts, and doft 
us good beyond all our defires. There 
is all^lreafon that fhould acknow- 
ledge thee continually \ that I fhould 
worftiip and praife, and love, and 
obey thiee, whilft I have my Being. 
I cannot but witnefs againft myfelf, 
whenfoever I negled: thee 5 much 
more when I oppofe thy moft high 
authority, by doing contrary to tny 
laws. For thy almighty goodnels 
gave me my Being ; and by that alone 
have I been maintained and liberally 
provided for : Yea, it hath born witn 
me very patiently in my rebellion, 
and ufed extraordinary means to 
make us Friends, and ceafes not it's 
in treaties after many unkind de- 
nials i but continues to importune 

me 
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me, till my heart conient to yield 
itfelf intirely to thee. 

I cannot with-hold myfelf, O 
Lord, from thee, when I confider 
what thou art, and what thou haft 
been to me : Such a tender, gracious 
and compaffionate father, as my 
greateft affedtions cannot find words 
to exprefs. I muft again fiirrender 
foul and body into thy hands, ^hich 
have been fo long, fo lovingly ftretch- 
ed out towards me : Refolving to ftay 
with thee, and never to depart away 
from thee. 

For the more I know of thee, the 
more I find that I muft needs love 
thee : And the more I love thee, the 
more I defire to love thee, and to 
refemble thee, and to be beloved of 
thee. 6 that I may feel the power 
of thy love fo great in my heart, 
that it may govern the reft of my 
paffions and affedtions : And nothing 
in the World may tempt me to dif- 
pleafe thee, but every thing provoke 
me more to love thee, and delight in 
thee, and obey thee,"^ For whom is 

there 
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there in Heaven that I can dejire but 
tbee^ or on earth bejides thee ! who 
art the blejfed and only Potentate^ the 
King of Kings y and Lord of Lords ; 
nvho only hajl immortality ? And de- 
figneft by thy Son Jefus to raife us, 
finfiil Duft and Afties, to a King- 
dom, Glory, Honour and Immorta- 
lity in the Heavens, 

I moft earneftly befeech thee that 
this fenfe of thee may accompany me 
wherefoever I go, and in w^atfoever 
I do this day. That approving my- 
felf to thee in fuch a godly, fober, 
righteous, charitable and prudent be- 
haviour, as niay adorn the Goipel of 
my Lord and Matter Chrift Jefus 5 I 
may have a greater affiirance of thy 
good will towards me, and an un- 
doubted hope of thy mercy in him 
to eternal life. In whofe moft blef- 
fed name and words I humbly re- 
commend myfelf, my friends, and 
all thy fervants to thy infinite cha- 
rity ; faying, as he hath taught us. 

Our Father y &c. 

Another 
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Another for the Evening. 

BLeffing, Glory, Honour and 
Praife be again returned to thee, 
O father of mercy, from a moft 
thankful heart ; which offers up itfelf 
alfo in holy devotion to thee. Who 
art my fovereign Lord, my moft lov- 
ing Saviour, my deliverer and benc- 
faftor ; the fountain of all the good 
things I enjoy at prefent, and the 
hope of my foul for ever and ever. 
Bleflcd^be thy renewed kindneis to 
me this day paft : Both to myfelf 
and my relations, to my foul and my 
body, in my tranfaftions with men, 
and in the liberty thou alloweft me 
of addrefies to myfelf. Pardon, good 
Lord, whatfoever hath eicaped me in 
thought, word, or deed, contrary to 
my outy : And accept of thofe fin- 
cere intentions, and unfeigned pur- 
pofes, which were, and I nope fhall 
always be in my heart to ftudy to ap- 
prove myfelf to thee in all well-doing. 
It is but juft and reafonable that I 
fliould follow thy Will, and not my 
own : And in a grateful fcnie of what 

I have 
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I have received from thee, I ought to 
be moved to employ all the powers 
of my foul and Body for thee. But 
fuch is the Goodnefs of thy Will, 
that it is for my eafe and pleafure, and 
greateft happinefs to be abfolutely led 
and governed by it. I am fenfible, 
O Lord, how much I am indebt- 
ed to thee fot teaching me by Chrift 
Jefus, and alfo ftrongly obliging me 
to exercifc myfelf tb all godlinefs, 
purity, righteoufnefs, humility, good- 
ncfe and tmth. And accordingly I 
thank thee, above all things, for his 
holy inftraftions and exampie ; for , 
the hope thou haft given us by his 
blood, that thou wilt be fo merciful 
to our fins, as not to deny us the 
power of thy Holy Spirit to enable 
us to follow him, and obey his com- 
mands ; and for that exceeding great 
and precious promife which he hath 
'given us of immortal life, to en- 
courage us to follow him willingly 
and chearfuHy, even to the Death. 

O that I may feel a lively and fte4- 
faft faith in hi& word, continually 

working 
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working with great power in my 
heart ; exciting me to an unwearied 
diligence, and zeal, and love, and pa- 
tient continuance in my duty towards 
thee, and towards all Men : That fo 
my hop6 in thee may grow and in- 
creafe, and I mayjoyfiillyexpedlthat 
hour which (hall tranilate me hence 
to the eternal happinefs. of the other 
World, And during my ftay here, I 
commend myfelf to thy good provi- 
dence, which hath hitherto been fo 
tender of me, I tmft thee wholly 
with myfelf, and all belonging to me : 
And am willing in every thing to be 
difpofed of, as thou fceft good. This 
night I flee unto thy almighty pro- 
tedion J hoping thou wilt keep me 
fafelv, and whether I wake in this or 
the other life, I (hall ft ill be praifing 
thee; whole mercy endureth for 
ever, Amen 5 for Chrift Jeius his fake; 
by whom tliou haft encouraged me 
to hope in thee, and taught me to 
call thee father; iaying. 
Our Father^ &c. 

FINIS, 




